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“Every athlete exercises self-control in all 
things. They do it to receive a perishable 

wreath, but we an imperishable” (1 Cor. 9:25)
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Why the unbelief?
Why the hardening of Israel?

A human 
answer



Rom. 9:30 Rom. 9:30
What shall we say, 
then? That Gentiles 
who did not pursue 
righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a 
righteousness that is by 
faith;

Τί οὖν ἐροῦμεν; ὁτ́ι ἐθ́νη 

τὰ μὴ διώκοντα 

δικαιοσύνην κατέλαβεν 

δικαιοσύνην, 

δικαιοσύνην δὲ τὴν ἐκ 

πίστεως, 



Rom. 9:31 Rom. 9:31
but that Israel who 
pursued a law that 
would lead to 
righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching 
that law.

Ἰσραὴλ δὲ διώκων νόμον 

δικαιοσύνης εἰς νόμον 

οὐκ ἐφ́θασεν.



Rom. 9:32 Rom. 9:32
Why? Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
on works. They have 
stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,

διὰ τί; ὁτ́ι οὐκ ἐκ πίστεως 

ἀλλ’ ὡς ἐξ ἐρ́γων· 

προσέκοψαν τῷ λίθῳ τοῦ

προσκόμματος,



Rom. 9:33 Rom. 9:33
as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock 
of offense;
and whoever believes in 
him will not be put to 
shame.”

καθὼς γέγραπται·

ἰδοὺ τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον 

προσκόμματος καὶ πέτραν 

σκανδάλου,

καὶ ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ

οὐ καταισχυνθήσεται.



Rom. 10:1 Rom. 10:1
Brothers, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to 
God for them is that 
they may be saved.

Ἀδελφοί, ἡ μὲν εὐδοκία 

τῆς ἐμῆς καρδίας καὶ ἡ

δέησις πρὸς τὸν θεὸν 

ὑπὲρ αὐτῶν εἰς 

σωτηρίαν.



Rom. 10:2 Rom. 10:2
For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for 
God, but not according 
to knowledge.

μαρτυρῶ γὰρ αὐτοῖς ὁτ́ι 

ζῆλον θεοῦ ἐχ́ουσιν ἀλλ’ 

οὐ κατ’ ἐπίγνωσιν·



Rom. 10:3 Rom. 10:3
For, being ignorant of 
the righteousness of 
God, and seeking to 
establish their own, 
they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness.

ἀγνοοῦντες γὰρ τὴν τοῦ

θεοῦ δικαιοσύνην καὶ 

τὴν ἰδίαν [δικαιοσύνην] 

ζητοῦντες στῆσαι, τῇ

δικαιοσύνῃ τοῦ θεοῦ οὐχ 

ὑπετάγησαν.



Rom. 10:4 Rom. 10:4
For Christ is the end of 
the law for 
righteousness to 
everyone who believes.

τέλος γὰρ νόμου Χριστὸς 

εἰς δικαιοσύνην παντὶ τῷ

πιστεύοντι.
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The Stone on the Track (9:32–33)

Zeal, Ignorance, and the Finish 
Line (10:1–4)



The Race Upset (9:30–31)
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τὰ μὴ διώκοντα 
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πίστεως, 



Rom. 9:30 Rom. 9:30
What shall we say, 
then? That Gentiles 
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righteousness that is by 
faith;
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δικαιοσύνην κατέλαβεν 
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πίστεως, 

καταλαμβάνω

to overtake, seize, catch



1 Cor. 9:24 1 Cor. 9:24
Do you not know that in 
a race all the runners 
run, but only one 
receives the prize? So 
run that you may obtain 
it.

Οὐκ οἰδ́ατε ὁτ́ι οἱ ἐν 

σταδίῳ τρέχοντες πάντες 

μὲν τρέχουσιν, εἷς δὲ 

λαμβάνει τὸ βραβεῖον; 

οὑτ́ως τρέχετε ἱν́α 

καταλάβητε.



1 Cor. 9:24 1 Cor. 9:24
Do you not know that in 
a race all the runners 
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οὐκ ἐφ́θασεν.



Rom. 9:31 Rom. 9:31
but that Israel who 
pursued a law that 
would lead to 
righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching 
that law.
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These are 
racing verbs! διώκω - to pursue, 

chase, run hard after

καταλαμβάνω

to overtake, seize, catch

φθάνω εἰς

to to arrive at, reach

Paul has put Israel 
and the nations 

on a track!





Rom. 9:30 Rom. 9:30
What shall we say, 
then? That Gentiles 
who did not pursue 
righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a 
righteousness that is by 
faith;

Τί οὖν ἐροῦμεν; ὁτ́ι ἐθ́νη 

τὰ μὴ διώκοντα 

δικαιοσύνην κατέλαβεν 

δικαιοσύνην, 

δικαιοσύνην δὲ τὴν ἐκ 

πίστεως, 





The runner who never entered, 
never trained, never took the 

blocks, and spent the race in the 
stands eating  gets the crown.



Mercy is never owed



Mercy is never owed “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion 

on whom I have compassion.”
 (Rom. 9:15)



Mercy is never owed “So then it depends not on human 
will or exertion (τρέχοντος – 

running!), but on God, who has 
mercy.” (Rom. 9:16)
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Rom. 9:31 Rom. 9:31
but that Israel who 
pursued a law that 
would lead to 
righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching 
that law.

Ἰσραὴλ δὲ διώκων νόμον 

δικαιοσύνης εἰς νόμον 

οὐκ ἐφ́θασεν.

φθάνω εἰς

to to arrive at, reach



“did not succeed in 
reaching that law?”



Sneak 
peak!



Rom. 10:4 Rom. 10:4
For Christ is the end of 
the law for 
righteousness to 
everyone who believes.

τέλος γὰρ νόμου Χριστὸς 

εἰς δικαιοσύνην παντὶ τῷ

πιστεύοντι.



Rom. 9:30 Rom. 9:30
What shall we say, 
then? That Gentiles 
who did not pursue 
righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a 
righteousness that is by 
faith;

Τί οὖν ἐροῦμεν; ὁτ́ι ἐθ́νη 

τὰ μὴ διώκοντα 

δικαιοσύνην κατέλαβεν 
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πίστεως, 



Rom. 9:31 Rom. 9:31
but that Israel who 
pursued a law that 
would lead to 
righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching 
that law.

Ἰσραὴλ δὲ διώκων νόμον 

δικαιοσύνης εἰς νόμον 

οὐκ ἐφ́θασεν.



Rom. 9:31 Rom. 9:31
but that Israel who 
pursued a law that 
would lead to 
righteousness did not 
succeed in reaching 
that law.

Ἰσραὴλ δὲ διώκων νόμον 

δικαιοσύνης εἰς νόμον 

οὐκ ἐφ́θασεν.

Why???



The Race Upset (9:30–31)



The Race Upset (9:30–31)

The Stone on the Track (9:32–33)



Rom. 9:32 Rom. 9:32
Why? Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
on works. They have 
stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,

διὰ τί; ὁτ́ι οὐκ ἐκ πίστεως 

ἀλλ’ ὡς ἐξ ἐρ́γων· 

προσέκοψαν τῷ λίθῳ τοῦ

προσκόμματος,
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Why? Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
on works. They have 
stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,

διὰ τί; ὁτ́ι οὐκ ἐκ πίστεως 

ἀλλ’ ὡς ἐξ ἐρ́γων· 

προσέκοψαν τῷ λίθῳ τοῦ

προσκόμματος,



Rom. 9:33 Rom. 9:33
as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock 
of offense;
and whoever believes in 
him will not be put to 
shame.”

καθὼς γέγραπται·

ἰδοὺ τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον 

προσκόμματος καὶ πέτραν 

σκανδάλου,

καὶ ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ

οὐ καταισχυνθήσεται.
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Why the hardening of Israel?

A human 
answer

A divine 
answer
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A divine 
answer

“Because 
they did not 
pursue it by 
faith” (9:32)

“he hardens 
whomever 
he wills.” 

(9:18)

Divine freedom



A human 
answer

A divine 
answer

“Because 
they did not 
pursue it by 
faith” (9:32)

“he hardens 
whomever 
he wills.” 

(9:18)

Divine freedomHuman responsibility
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Why? Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
on works. They have 
stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,
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ἀλλ’ ὡς ἐξ ἐρ́γων· 
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not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
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διὰ τί; ὁτ́ι οὐκ ἐκ πίστεως 
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Wrong 
focus!



Rom. 9:32 Rom. 9:32
Why? Because they did 
not pursue it by faith, 
but as if it were based 
on works. They have 
stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,

διὰ τί; ὁτ́ι οὐκ ἐκ πίστεως 

ἀλλ’ ὡς ἐξ ἐρ́γων· 

προσέκοψαν τῷ λίθῳ τοῦ

προσκόμματος,



Rom. 9:33 Rom. 9:33
as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock 
of offense; and 
whoever believes in him 
will not be put to 
shame.”

καθὼς γέγραπται·

ἰδοὺ τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον 

προσκόμματος καὶ πέτραν 

σκανδάλου, καὶ ὁ

πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ οὐ

καταισχυνθήσεται.



Rom. 9:33 Rom. 9:33
as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock 
of offense; and 
whoever believes in him 
will not be put to 
shame.”

καθὼς γέγραπται·

ἰδοὺ τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον 

προσκόμματος καὶ πέτραν 

σκανδάλου, καὶ ὁ

πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ οὐ

καταισχυνθήσεται.



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”
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“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone 
, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: 

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.” (Isa. 28:16)



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone 
, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: 

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.” (Isa. 28:16)



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone 
, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: 

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.” (Isa. 28:16)

“And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and 
a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a 

snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (Isa. 8:14)



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone 
, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: 

‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.” (Isa. 28:16)

“And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and 
a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a 

snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (Isa. 8:14)



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”

1 stone; 2 functions
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Isthmus 
Games

Who put 
that there?
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as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock 
of offense; and 
whoever believes in him 
will not be put to 
shame.”

καθὼς γέγραπται·

ἰδοὺ τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον 

προσκόμματος καὶ πέτραν 

σκανδάλου, καὶ ὁ

πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ οὐ

καταισχυνθήσεται.
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ἰδοὺ τίθημι ἐν Σιὼν λίθον 

προσκόμματος καὶ πέτραν 
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πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ οὐ

καταισχυνθήσεται.



Isa. 8:13-14 Isa. 8:13-14
But the LORD of hosts, 
…he will become a 
sanctuary and a stone 
of offense and a rock of 
stumbling to both 
houses of Israel, a trap 
and a snare to the 
inhabitants of 
Jerusalem.

 וְהָיָה… צְבָאוֹת אֶת־יְהוָה

 וּלְצוּר נֶגֶף וּלְאֶבֶן שׁלְמִקְדָָּ

 רָאֵליִשְָּ יבָתֵָּ נֵילִשְָּׁ מִכְשׁוֹל

 בלְיוֹשֵָּׁ וּלְמוֹקֵשׁ לְפַח

׃לָםיְרוּשָָּׁ
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The Race Upset (9:30–31)

The Stone on the Track (9:32–33)

Zeal, Ignorance, and the Finish 
Line (10:1–4)



Rom. 10:1 Rom. 10:1
Brothers, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to 
God for them is that 
they may be saved.

Ἀδελφοί, ἡ μὲν εὐδοκία 

τῆς ἐμῆς καρδίας καὶ ἡ

δέησις πρὸς τὸν θεὸν 

ὑπὲρ αὐτῶν εἰς 

σωτηρίαν.



Paul prays!!!
Sovereignty doesn’t 

kill intercession
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ζῆλον θεοῦ ἐχ́ουσιν ἀλλ’ 

οὐ κατ’ ἐπίγνωσιν·



Rom. 10:2 Rom. 10:2
For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for 
God, but not according 
to knowledge.

μαρτυρῶ γὰρ αὐτοῖς ὁτ́ι 
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Rom. 10:2 Rom. 10:2
For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for 
God, but not according 
to knowledge.

μαρτυρῶ γὰρ αὐτοῖς ὁτ́ι 

ζῆλον θεοῦ ἐχ́ουσιν ἀλλ’ 

οὐ κατ’ ἐπίγνωσιν·



Floor the gas pedal, but 
an upside-down map 

just gets you lost faster
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“But who are you, O man, 
to answer back to God?

Show ‘em 
my resume!

Quals (Phil. 3:5-6):
• Circumcised day 8
• Tribe of Benjamin
• Hebrew of Hebrews
• Pharisee
• As to zeal, a persecutor of the church
• As to righteousness under the law, blameless.



Rom. 10:2 Rom. 10:2
For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for 
God, but not according 
to knowledge.

μαρτυρῶ γὰρ αὐτοῖς ὁτ́ι 

ζῆλον θεοῦ ἐχ́ουσιν ἀλλ’ 

οὐ κατ’ ἐπίγνωσιν·
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For, being ignorant of 
the righteousness of 
God, and seeking to 
establish their own, 
they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness.

ἀγνοοῦντες γὰρ τὴν τοῦ

θεοῦ δικαιοσύνην καὶ 

τὴν ἰδίαν [δικαιοσύνην] 

ζητοῦντες στῆσαι, τῇ

δικαιοσύνῃ τοῦ θεοῦ οὐχ 

ὑπετάγησαν.
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they did not submit to 
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Romans 1:16-17 is 
Paul’s propositio.

“The matters which we 
intend to discuss are 
briefly set forth in a 

methodical way” 

It has “brevity, 
completeness, and 

conciseness” 

“No word is used 
unless necessary” 





“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall 
live by faith.’”  (Rom. 1:16-17)
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For, being ignorant of 
the righteousness of 
God, and seeking to 
establish their own, 
they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness.
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Rom. 10:4 Rom. 10:4
For Christ is the end of 
the law for 
righteousness to 
everyone who believes.

τέλος γὰρ νόμου Χριστὸς 

εἰς δικαιοσύνην παντὶ τῷ

πιστεύοντι.

τέλος (telos)

Termination? Goal?
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Games

The termination and the end!
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Points for 
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Stop running and 
stand on Christ!

“…the righteousness of God 
through faith in Christ 

Jesus”
(Rom. 8:15)
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Points for 
Home

Zeal doesn’t replace 
knowing God!

“being ignorant of the 
righteousness of God, and 

seeking to establish their own, 
they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness” (Rom. 9:27)
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Pray like Paul



Points for 
Home

Pray like Paul

“my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for them is that they may be 

saved” (Rom. 10:1)



Lunch topic:



Lunch topic: How do you run your race?



Romans
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