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The Rule:

A mortal who answers back to a
god gets obliterated, and the god
doesn't owe him an explanation



“But who are you, O man,
to answer back to God?
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Rom. 9:20

But who are you, O
man, to answer back to
God? Will what is

molded say to its

molder, “Why have you
made me like this?”

Rom. 9:20
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The potterin
the studio
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The potterin
the studio

Jeremiah’s potter
remakes the vessel




Let’s pick up from
last class’s verses
and go deeper.




Let’s pick up from
last class’s verses
and go deeper.




Did God’s word fail?






Israel belong to Israel” (Rom. 9:6) ===







mercy, and | will have compassion
on whom | have compassion.”
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For the Scripture says haraoh, “For this verypse I Have
raised you up, that | might show my power in you, and that my
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” (Rom. 9:17)
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Historical
Role?

Election
to what?
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¥ The Objector Echoes Job (vv. 19-20a)
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o O The Objector Echoes Job (vv. 19-20a)
— The Potter’s Rights (vv. 20b-21)

' Two vessels and an Open Door
(Vv. 22-24)
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Rom. 9:18 Rom. 9:18

So then he has mercy apo ovV oV OéAeL ENeed,
on whomever he wills, ov 8 Béhel GKANPOHVEL
and he hardens

whomever he wills.




Rom. 9:19

You will say to me then,
“Why does he still find
fault”? For who can
resist his will?”

Rom. 9:19

'Epeic pot ovv: tt [odV]
£TL LEUPETON; T YOP
BovAnuott oV ToL TiC
avOEoTNKEVY;
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We tend to approach thisin a
different way from Paul, for we
tend to think of the eternal
destiny of the individual. We
must bear in mind throughout
this section that Paul is not
dealing with that subject.






He is dealing with the failure of
Israel as a whole to respond to
the Messiah over against the
fact that the church was largely
Gentile. He is saying that God
works his purpose out by such
means as choosing Isaac and
rejecting Ishmael, choosing
Jacob and rejecting Esau, or
hardening Pharaoh.






He is arguing that Israel’s
present hardening does not
defeat God’s purpose, but
rather that it is God’s means of
bringing the gospel to the
Gentiles. This may have an
application to individuals, but
Paul does not spell it out.
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Job

“Who will say to God, ‘What
are you doing?’” (9:12)
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The Wisdom
of Solomon




) (@ |, “Whowillsayto God, ‘What
j are you doing?’” (9:12)
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'*—“ - ==L & Solomon your judgment?”” (12:12)

Wisdom “who will say, ‘What have
of you done?’ Or will resist

' Job “Who will say to God, ‘What

are you doing?’” (9:12)
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Wisdom “who will say, ‘What have
of you done?’ Or will resist

' Job “Who will say to God, ‘What

are you doing?’” (9:12)




“who can resist your will?”
Paul “Whyhave you made me
like this?’” (9:19, 20)

" Wisdom “who will say, ‘What have

3 - of you done?’ Or will resist
e _r**-"ﬁ_- %L Solomon your judgment?”” (12:12)

- 1 Job “Who will say to God, ‘What
are you doing?’” (9:12)
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¥ The Objector Echoes Job (vv. 19-20a)
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' Potter’s Rights (vv. 20b-21)
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|saiah 29:16

Will what is made say of
its maker, “You didn’t
make me wisely!”
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|saiah 29:16
You turn things
upside down!
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|saiah 29:16
You turn things
upside down!

Paul is using a metaphor
of OT prophets
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% ‘Arlse and go downto the |
‘B potter's house, and there | |-
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- will letyou hear my

2 words.” So | went down
& | to the potter’s house, and
there he was working at

i his wheel.
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' Then the word of the
: “0

gg do with you as this potter
& has done? declares the
“ ' LORD. Behold, like the

X clay in the potter’s hand,
& so areyou inmy hand, O
house of Israel.
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' Then the word of the
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gg do with you as this potter
& has done? declares the
“ ' LORD. Behold, like the

X clay in the potter’s hand,
& so areyou inmy hand, O
house of Israel.
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Rom. 9:21

Has the potter no right
over the clay, to make
out of the same lump

one vessel for

honorable use and
another for
dishonorable use?

Rom. 9:21

1 00K €yet £E0VoLay O
KEPOAUELC TOV TNAOD EK
TOV on’)roﬁ QLPALOTOC
OGOl 0 MEV Al TNV
oKkeDOC 0 OE EiC ATV,
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not valuable,
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" The Objector Echoes Job (vv. 19-20a)
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o O The Objector Echoes Job (vv. 19-20a)
— The Potter’s Rights (vv. 20b-21)

' Two vessels and an Open Door
(Vv. 22-24)



Rom. 9:22

What if God, desiring to
show his wrath and to

make known his power,
has endured with much

patience vessels of
wrath prepared for
destruction,

Rom. 9:22

£l de 0EMV O 0e0C
8\/681&0(060(1 Tnv OpYNV
Ko yvooptcsou TO OLVOTOV
OVTOD NVEYKEV EV TOAAT
LocpoBu g GKEDT OPYTG
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ATOAELQLY,




Rom. 9:23

In order to make known
the riches of his glory
for vessels of mercy,
which he has prepared
beforehand for glory—

Rom. 9:23

KOl VoL YVOPLoN TOV
TAODTOV THS 00ENS AVTOD
£ML oKV EAEOVC B
TPONTOLUAGEV E1G 00EAV;




Rom. 9:24 Rom. 9:24

even us whom he has Ovc Kot EKAAEGEV TIUAC
called, not from the oL novov €€ Tovoaimv
Jews only but also from aAAO Ko £ EOVOV,

the Gentiles?




This text teaches that God is free:
free In mercy, free in hardening,
and answerable to no one.
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This text teaches that God is free:
free In mercy, free in hardening,
and answerable to no one.

But.....
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Rom. 9:25

As indeed he says In
Hosea, “Those who

were not my people |
will call ‘my people,’

and her who was not
beloved | will call
‘beloved.’”

Rom. 9:25

MG Ko £V 1@ ‘Qone
AEYEL KOAEOW® TOV OV
A6V 1100 AadV oo Kol
TNV OVK NYOTNUEVHY
Hyomnuevny*




Points for
Home



Question like Job,

not a lawyer!

Points for
Home



Question like Job,

not a lawyer!

Points for “But who are you, O man,
Home to answer back to God?”
(Rom. 9:20)
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Points for
Home



Speak as Paul;

and hold your breath!

Points for
Home



Speak as Paul;

and hold your breath!

Points for “He prepared vessels of mercy”
Home (Rom. 9:23)

“Vessels of wrath were prepared”
(9:22)
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You who belong to

Christ are not a
spectator!

Points for
Home



You who belong to

Christ are not a
spectator!

Points for
Home “even us whom he has called”

(Rom. 9:24)
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1 = How can you see God
- Lunchtopic: \yorking his glory amidst
\P. . ardship and sin?
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