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Points for 
Home

God is a promise keeper

“There is absolutely no way 
that the word of God has 

failed, withered, run aground, 
or gone away unfilled.”

(Rom. 9:6 LRV)
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Points for 
Home

Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow

He “credits” he “calls”
(Rom. 9:8, 11)
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Points for 
Home

This is gospel goodness!

“The gospel is the power 
of God to save everyone 

who believes”
(Rom. 1:16)





What do the words of 
the will actually say?







Here’s a new 
chunk in Romans

(Chs. 9-11)



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



Rom. 8:36 Rom. 8:36
As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as 
sheep to be 
slaughtered.”

καθὼς γέγραπται ὅτι

ἕνεκεν σοῦ

θανατούμεθα ὅλην

τὴν ἡμέραν,

ἐλογίσθημεν ὡς

πρόβατα σφαγῆς.



Rom. 8:37 Rom. 8:37
No, in all these things 
we are more than 
conquerors through 
him who loved us.

ἀλλ’ ἐν τούτοις πᾶσιν

ὑπερνικῶμεν διὰ τοῦ

ἀγαπήσαντος ἡμᾶς.



Rom. 8:38 Rom. 8:38
For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor 
things to come, nor 
powers,

πέπεισμαι γὰρ ὁτ́ι οὐτ́ε

θάνατος οὐτ́ε ζωὴ οὐτ́ε

ἄγγελοι οὐτ́ε ἀρχαὶ οὐτ́ε

ἐνεστῶτα οὐτ́ε μέλλοντα 

οὐτ́ε δυνάμεις



Rom. 8:39 Rom. 8:39
nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to 
separate us from the 
love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

οὐτ́ε ὑψ́ωμα οὐτ́ε βάθος

οὐτ́ε τις κτίσις ἑτέρα 

δυνήσεται ἡμᾶς χωρίσαι

ἀπὸ τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ θεοῦ

τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ τῷ

κυρίῳ ἡμῶν.





If God’s word to Israel 
failed, why should we 

trust him now?
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Read the will! Study the map!



The map is Israel’s 
story in Scripture





Ps. 78, 105-106



Ps. 78, 105-106

Neh. 9



Ps. 78, 105-106

Neh. 9

Ezek. 20



Ps. 78, 105-106

Neh. 9

Ezek. 20

Acts 7



Ps. 78, 105-106

Neh. 9

Ezek. 20

Acts 7

Josephus



4 Ezra 3:13-16



4 Ezra 3:13-16

Now when they lived so wickedly before you, you chose a man 
from among them, whose name was Abraham.You loved him, 
and to him only you showed your will: And made an everlasting 
covenant with him, promising him that you would never forsake 

his seed. And to him you gave Isaac, and to Isaac you gave 
Jacob and Esau. As for Jacob, you did choose him to yourself, 
and set aside Esau: and so Jacob became a great multitude.



1
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2
Exhibit A: Isaac, not Ishmael 

(vv. 7-9)

3
Exhibit B: Jacob, not Esau

(vv. 10-13)



1 The Will: Two Israels (v. 6)
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the word of God has 
failed. For not all who 
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Οὐχ οἷον δὲ ὁτ́ι

ἐκπέπτωκεν ὁ λόγος τοῦ
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Ἰσραὴλ οὗτοι Ἰσραήλ·
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θεοῦ. οὐ γὰρ πάντες οἱ ἐξ
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But it is not as though 
the word of God has 
failed. For not all who 
are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, 

Οὐχ οἷον δὲ ὁτ́ι

ἐκπέπτωκεν ὁ λόγος τοῦ

θεοῦ. οὐ γὰρ πάντες οἱ ἐξ

Ἰσραὴλ οὗτοι Ἰσραήλ·

doubly emphaticLanier version:

“There is absolutely 

no way that…
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Rom. 9:6 Rom. 9:6
But it is not as though 
the word of God has 
failed. For not all who 
are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, 
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ἐκπίπτω “failed”

lit. = fall, run aground

Acts 27:29 “And fearing 

that we might run 

(ἐκπίπτω) on the rocks, 

they let down four anchors 

from the stern and prayed 

for day to come.”
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ἐκπίπτω “failed”

lit. = fall, run aground



ἐκπίπτω “failed”

lit. = fall, run aground

James 1:11 “For the sun 

rises with its scorching 

heat and withers the grass; 

its flower falls (ἐκπίπτω), 

and its beauty perishes.”
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ἐκπίπτω “failed”

lit. = fall, run aground

1 Cor. 13:8 “Love never 

ends/fails (ἐκπίπτω)”





ἐκπίπτω “failed”

lit. = fall, run aground

“goes unfulfilled”
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lit. = fall, run aground

“goes unfulfilled”

Josh. 21:45; 23:14

“not one word of the 

good promises has 

fallen to the ground”

1 Sam. 3:19

“The LORD let non of 

Samuels’ words fall

to the ground”
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Paul wasn’t the only 
one asking “Who is 

the true Israel?”

The Qumran community 
considered themselves the 

“preserved remnant” within Israel.

For Qumran it was based on rigor 
and stricter Torah, stricter 

calendar, withdrawal

For Paul it was promise 
and call landing on the 

Messiah
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(vv. 7-9)
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and not all are children 
of Abraham because 
they are his offspring, 
but “Through Isaac 
shall your offspring be 
named.”

οὐδ’ ὁτ́ι εἰσὶν σπέρμα 

Ἀβραὰμ πάντες τέκνα, 

ἀλλ’· ἐν Ἰσαὰκ κληθήσεταί 

σοι σπέρμα.
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“There is absolutely no 

way that the word of 

God has failed. For not 

all descended from Israel 

are Israel, and not all 

Abraham’s offspring are 

his children.”
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Ishmael: Isaac:

1st born

Circumcised 
same day as 
Abraham

“Oh that Ishmael 
might live before 
you!” (Gn. 17:18)

“No! Through 
Isaac” (Gn. 17:19)



Rom. 9:8 Rom. 9:8
This means that it is not 
the children of the flesh 
who are the children of 
God, but the children of 
the promise are 
counted as offspring. 

τοῦτ’ ἐσ́τιν, οὐ τὰ τέκνα 

τῆς σαρκὸς ταῦτα τέκνα 

τοῦ θεοῦ ἀλλὰ τὰ τέκνα 

τῆς ἐπαγγελίας λογίζεται

εἰς σπέρμα.



Puritan John Flavel
(c. 1627-1691)

“
If Abraham’s faith 

be not in your 
hearts, it will be no 

advantage that 
Abraham’s blood 
runs in your veins
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Membership in the promise-family has always been 
by God’s crediting, never biological arithmetic

Romans 9 isn’t a new doctrine;
it’s Romans 4 applied to Israel’s story



N.T. Wright

“
What counts is 
grace, not race
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εἰς σπέρμα.
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For this is what the 
promise said: “About 
this time next year I will 
return, and Sarah shall 
have a son.”

ἐπαγγελίας γὰρ ὁ λόγος

οὗτος· κατὰ τὸν καιρὸν

τοῦτον ἐλεύσομαι καὶ 

ἐσ́ται τῇ Σάρρᾳ υἱός.





The LORD said, “I will 
surely return to you 
about this time next 
year, and Sarah your 

wife shall have a son.” 
(Gen. 18:10)





Objection!
Different mothers!
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Objection!
Different mothers!

Overruled!!!
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καλοῦντος, 

Isa. 40:8
ξηράνθη ὁ χόρτος, καὶ τὸ 

ἄνθος ἐξέπεσεν, τὸ δὲ 

ῥῆμα τοῦ θεοῦ ἡμῶν μένει

εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα.
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Ἰακὼβ ἠγάπησα, τὸν δὲ 

Ἠσαῦ ἐμίσησα.
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ONE QUESTION TWO POSSIBLE 
ANSWERS
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Election 
to what?

Historical 
Role?

Salvation

Genesis 25:23 
“Two nations are in 

your womb, and 
two peoples from 

within you shall be 
divided”
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ONE QUESTION TWO POSSIBLE 
ANSWERS

“

Election 
to what?

Historical 
Role?

Salvation

Obadiah
“How has Esau

been pillaged” (v.6)
“because of the 

violence done to your 
brother Jacob” (v.10)
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Rom. 9:12 Rom. 9:12
11not because of works 
but because of him who 
calls— 12she was told, 
“The older will serve the 
younger.”

οὐκ ἐξ ἐρ́γων ἀλλ’ ἐκ τοῦ
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Malachi 1:2-3 Malachi 1:2-3
I have loved you,” says the 
LORD. But you say, “How 
have you loved us?” “Is not 
Esau Jacob’s brother?” 
declares the LORD. “Yet I 
have loved Jacob but Esau I 
have hated. I have laid 
waste his hill country and 
left his heritage to jackals of 
the desert.”

Ἠγάπησα ὑμᾶς, λέγει κύριος. 

καὶ εἰπ́ατε Ἐν τίνι ἠγάπησας

ἡμᾶς; οὐκ ἀδελφὸς ἦν Ησαυ

τοῦ Ιακωβ; λέγει κύριος· καὶ 

ἠγάπησα τὸν Ιακωβ, τὸν δὲ 

Ησαυ ἐμίσησα καὶ ἐτ́αξα τὰ

ὁρ́ια αὐτοῦ εἰς ἀφανισμὸν καὶ 

τὴν κληρονομίαν αὐτοῦ εἰς

δόματα ἐρήμου.
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As it is written, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I 
hated.”

καθὼς γέγραπται· τὸν

Ἰακὼβ ἠγάπησα, τὸν δὲ 

Ἠσαῦ ἐμίσησα.

Rejected?

Loved less?
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Is that fair?

Come back 
next week!
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Points for 
Home

God is a promise keeper

“There is absolutely no way 
that the word of God has 

failed, withered, run aground, 
or gone away unfilled.”

(Rom. 9:6 LRV)





Standing on the 
promises that 

cannot fail, when 
the howling storms 

of doubt and fear 
assail, by the Living 
Word of God I shall 
prevail standing on 

the promises of God
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Points for 
Home

Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow

He “credits” he “calls”
(Rom. 9:8, 11)





Standing on the 
promises that 

cannot fail, through 
eternal ages let his 

praises ring, Glory in 
the highest I will 
shout and sing, 
standing on the 

promises of God
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Home

This is gospel goodness!



Points for 
Home

This is gospel goodness!

“The gospel is the power 
of God to save everyone 

who believes”
(Rom. 1:16)





Standing on the 
promises of Christ 
the Lord, bound to 

him eternally by 
love’s strong chord, 
overcoming daily by 
the Spirit’s sword, 

standing on the 
promises of God



Lunch topic:



Lunch topic:
Jacob and Esau – elected to the 

historical role? to salvation? 
both?



Romans
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