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My very dear Sarah:
The indications are very strong that we 
shall move in a few days — perhaps 
tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to 
write again, I feel impelled to write a few 
lines that may fall under your eye when 
I shall be no more...
Sarah, my love for you is deathless. It 
seems to bind me with mighty cables 
that nothing but Omnipotence could 
break...
If I do not return, my dear Sarah, never 



that nothing but Omnipotence could 
break...
If I do not return, my dear Sarah, never 
forget how much I love you, nor that, 
when my last breath escapes me on 
the battlefield, it will whisper your 
name...
O Sarah! If the dead can come back to 
this earth and flit unseen around those 
they loved, I shall always be near you; in 
the gladdest days and in the darkest 
nights... always, always; and if there be 
a soft breeze upon your cheek, it shall 
be my breath, as the cool air fans your 



nights... always, always; and if there be 
a soft breeze upon your cheek, it shall 
be my breath, as the cool air fans your 
throbbing temple, it shall be my spirit 
passing by.
Sarah, do not mourn me dead; think I 
am gone, and wait for thee, for we shall 
meet again.



Sullivan reached for 
a love that death 
couldn’t silence.

“If the dead can come 
back to this earth…”



Paul doesn’t gesture… 
He announces!

There is a love from God that 
cannotbe broken by death!



Sullivan hoped…

Paul promised…

Sullivan reached for…

Paul laid in our hands…



The love of God for 
you in Christ Jesus is a 

love that does what 
even the greatest 

human love can only 
hope to do.



Hear Paul’s last 
question

Watch Paul turn 
a lament Psalm 

inside out

Stand inside a 
great cosmic 

catalogue

Close a bookend 
of Paul’s majestic 

section

Send into 
summer with 
something to 

hold onto!



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



Rom. 8:36 Rom. 8:36
As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as 
sheep to be 
slaughtered.”

καθὼς γέγραπται ὅτι

ἕνεκεν σοῦ

θανατούμεθα ὅλην

τὴν ἡμέραν,

ἐλογίσθημεν ὡς

πρόβατα σφαγῆς.



Rom. 8:37 Rom. 8:37
No, in all these things 
we are more than 
conquerors through 
him who loved us.

ἀλλ’ ἐν τούτοις πᾶσιν

ὑπερνικῶμεν διὰ τοῦ 

ἀγαπήσαντος ἡμᾶς.



Rom. 8:38 Rom. 8:38
For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor 
things to come, nor 
powers,

πέπεισμαι γὰρ ὁτ́ι οὐτ́ε

θάνατος οὐτ́ε ζωὴ οὐτ́ε

ἄγγελοι οὐτ́ε ἀρχαὶ οὐτ́ε

ἐνεστῶτα οὐτ́ε μέλλοντα 

οὐτ́ε δυνάμεις



Rom. 8:39 Rom. 8:39
nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to 
separate us from the 
love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

οὐτ́ε ὑψ́ωμα οὐτ́ε βάθος

οὐτ́ε τις κτίσις ἑτέρα 

δυνήσεται ἡμᾶς χωρίσαι

ἀπὸ τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ θεοῦ 

τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ τῷ 

κυρίῳ ἡμῶν.



Paul bookends a symphonic 
theme of God’s love

God’s love has 
been poured into 
our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit

Nothing…will be 
able to separate 
us from the love 
of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.Rm. 5:5 Rm. 8:39



The last question:
Who shall separate us?

Paul cites a lament:
And turns it inside out!

The cosmic catalogue:
Nothing in all creation!



The last question:
Who shall separate us?



Rom. 8:33 Rom. 8:33

Who shall bring any 
charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who 
justifies. 

τίς ἐγκαλέσει κατὰ 

ἐκλεκτῶν θεοῦ; θεὸς 

ὁ δικαιῶν·



Rom. 8:34 Rom. 8:34

Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the 
one who died —
more than that, who 
was raised — who is 
at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is 
interceding for us.

τίς ὁ κατακρινῶν; 

Χριστὸς Ἰησοῦς ὁ 

ἀποθανών, μᾶλλον δὲ 

ἐγερθείς, ὃς καί ἐστιν 

ἐν δεξιᾷ τοῦ θεοῦ, ὃς 

καὶ ἐντυγχάνει ὑπὲρ 

ἡμῶν.



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;

χωρίζω

“to separate, put a 
space between”Mt 19:6



χωρίζω

“to separate, put a 
space between”



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;

τοῦ Χριστου

love of Christ



τοῦ Χριστου

love of Christ

Our love of Christ?

Christ’s love for us?
(“Objective” genitive)

(“Subjective” genitive)

The love 
of the 
father…

My love of Dad?

Dad’s love for me?



τοῦ Χριστου

love of Christ

Our love of Christ?

Christ’s love for us?
(“Objective” genitive)

(“Subjective” genitive)

The love 
of money 
is the root 
of all evil 
(1 Tim. 6:10)

My love of money?

Money’s love for me?



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;

ἀγάπη (agape) - a 
love of commitment

Christ’s love for us



What are the 
possible wedges?



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



θλῖψις (thlipsis)“tribulation”

NO!



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



στενοχωρία

(stenochōria)

“distress”

NO!

“narrow space”



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



διωγμός

(diōgmos)

“persecution”

NO!

“being hunted”



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



λιμός

(limos)

“famine”

NO!

“hunger”



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



γυμνότης

(gymnotēs)

“nakedness”

NO!

total destitution



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



κίνδυνος

(kindynos)

“danger”

NO!

“peril”



Rom. 8:35 Rom. 8:35
Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or 
persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?

τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ τῆς

ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; 

θλῖψις ἠ ̀ στενοχωρία ἠ ̀

διωγμὸς ἠ ̀ λιμὸς ἠ ̀

γυμνότης ἠ ̀ κίνδυνος ἠ ̀

μάχαιρα;



μάχαιρα

(machaira)

“sword”

NO!

Instr. of execution



These are real!



The last question:
Who shall separate us?

Paul cites a lament:
And turns it inside out!



Rom. 8:36 Rom. 8:36
As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as 
sheep to be 
slaughtered.”

καθὼς γέγραπται ὅτι

ἕνεκεν σοῦ

θανατούμεθα ὅλην

τὴν ἡμέραν,

ἐλογίσθημεν ὡς

πρόβατα σφαγῆς.Psalm 44:22 (43:23)



Be stunned!!!



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:1
O God, we have heard 
with our ears, our 
fathers have told us, 
what deeds you 
performed in their days, 
in the days of old:



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:9-10
But you have rejected 
us and disgraced us
and have not gone out 
with our armies. You 
have made us turn back 
from the foe, and those 
who hate us have 
gotten spoil.



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:11-12
You have made us like 
sheep for slaughter
and have scattered us 
among the nations. You 
have sold your people 
for a trifle, demanding 
no high price for them.



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:13-14
You have made us the 
taunt of our neighbors,
the derision and scorn 
of those around us. You 
have made us a byword 
among the nations, a 
laughingstock among 
the peoples.



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:15-16
All day long my disgrace 
is before me, and 
shame has covered my 
face at the sound of the 
taunter and reviler, at 
the sight of the enemy 
and the avenger.



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:17-18
All this has come upon 
us, though we have not 
forgotten you, and we 
have not been false to 
your covenant. Our 
heart has not turned 
back, nor have our 
steps departed from 
your way;



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:19-20
yet you have broken us 
in the place of jackals
and covered us with the 
shadow of death. If we 
had forgotten the name 
of our God or spread 
out our hands to a 
foreign god,



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:21-22
would not God discover 
this? For he knows the 
secrets of the heart. Yet 
for your sake we are 
killed all the day long;
we are regarded as 
sheep to be 
slaughtered.



A psalm of national 
lamentation

Ps. 44:23-24
Awake! Why are you 
sleeping, O Lord?
Rouse yourself! Do not 
reject us forever! Why 
do you hide your face?
Why do you forget our 
affliction and 
oppression?



This is a Psalm 
of accusation!



Paul doesn’t 
sugarcoat it



Rom. 8:37 Rom. 8:37
No, in all these things 
we are more than 
conquerors through 
him who loved us.

ἀλλ’ ἐν τούτοις πᾶσιν

ὑπερνικῶμεν διὰ τοῦ 

ἀγαπήσαντος ἡμᾶς.

ὑπερνικῶμεν

(hypernikōmen)

“over, above, beyond, 
exceedingly”

“to conquer, overcome, 
be victorious”



Language can’t 
hold the image!



Rom. 8:37 Rom. 8:37
No, in all these things 
we are more than 
conquerors through 
him who loved us.

ἀλλ’ ἐν τούτοις πᾶσιν

ὑπερνικῶμεν διὰ τοῦ 

ἀγαπήσαντος ἡμᾶς.



Rom. 8:37 Rom. 8:37
No, in all these things 
we are more than 
conquerors through 
him who loved us.

ἀλλ’ ἐν τούτοις πᾶσιν

ὑπερνικῶμεν διὰ τοῦ 

ἀγαπήσαντος ἡμᾶς.

ἀγαπήσαντος

(agapēsantos)The cross gave us
a hyper-victory! An “aorist” participle pointing 

to a completed past act of love



The prosperity 
gospel promises the 
faithful a great and 

prosperous life.



Paul says the love of 
Christ will carry us 

through and beyond 
real storms in this life



The last question:
Who shall separate us?

Paul cites a lament:
And turns it inside out!

The cosmic catalogue:
Nothing in all creation!



Rom. 8:38 Rom. 8:38
For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor 
things to come, nor 
powers,

πέπεισμαι γὰρ ὁτ́ι οὐτ́ε

θάνατος οὐτ́ε ζωὴ οὐτ́ε

ἄγγελοι οὐτ́ε ἀρχαὶ οὐτ́ε

ἐνεστῶτα οὐτ́ε μέλλοντα 

οὐτ́ε δυνάμεις
πέπεισμαι

(pepeismai)I have come to be 
persuaded and can’t 

be un-persuaded!
“perfect” aspect pointing to a 

past action w/ continuing 
present results















Rom. 8:38 Rom. 8:38
For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor 
things to come, nor 
powers,

πέπεισμαι γὰρ ὁτ́ι οὐτ́ε

θάνατος οὐτ́ε ζωὴ οὐτ́ε

ἄγγελοι οὐτ́ε ἀρχαὶ οὐτ́ε

ἐνεστῶτα οὐτ́ε μέλλοντα 

οὐτ́ε δυνάμεις



Rom. 8:39 Rom. 8:39
nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to 
separate us from the 
love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

οὐτ́ε ὑψ́ωμα οὐτ́ε βάθος

οὐτ́ε τις κτίσις ἑτέρα 

δυνήσεται ἡμᾶς χωρίσαι

ἀπὸ τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ θεοῦ 

τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ τῷ 

κυρίῳ ἡμῶν.



Hear Paul’s 
song…

Rom. 8:38-39
πέπεισμαι γὰρ ὁτ́ι οὐτ́ε

θάνατος οὐτ́ε ζωὴ οὐτ́ε

ἄγγελοι οὐτ́ε ἀρχαὶ οὐτ́ε

ἐνεστῶτα οὐτ́ε μέλλοντα 

οὐτ́ε δυνάμεις οὐτ́ε

ὑψ́ωμα οὐτ́ε βάθος οὐτ́ε

τις κτίσις ἑτέρα 

Paul has quit 
arguing and 

started singing!



Rom. 8:39 Rom. 8:39
nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to 
separate us from the 
love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

οὐτ́ε ὑψ́ωμα οὐτ́ε βάθος

οὐτ́ε τις κτίσις ἑτέρα 

δυνήσεται ἡμᾶς χωρίσαι

ἀπὸ τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ θεοῦ 

τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ τῷ 

κυρίῳ ἡμῶν.



Paul bookends a symphonic 
theme of God’s love

God’s love has 
been poured into 
our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit

Nothing…will be 
able to separate 
us from the love 
of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.Rm. 5:5 Rm. 8:39



The last question:
Who shall separate us?

Paul cites a lament:
And turns it inside out!

The cosmic catalogue:
Nothing in all creation!



Points for 
Home

You are held by Christ’s love!

Nothing “will be able to 
separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Rom. 8:39)

The bond can’t be broken!



Points for 
Home

The storms are real!

“As it is written, ‘For your sake 
we are being killed all the day 

long...” (Rom. 8:36)

We aren’t exempt



Points for 
Home

But we are hyper-victors!

“We are more than 
conquerors…”

(Rom. 8:37)

Let’s face the summer!



Lunch topic:
What is the one thing in your 
own life that you have most 
struggled to believe cannot 

separate you from God's love?



Romans


