
Romans





Rome had an 
extensive and 

detailed legal system



“Adoption” comes from the 
Latin (Roman) word adoptio



For us, adoption is 
giving a homeless 

child a loving family



Under Roman law, 
adoption was a 

deliberate, formal, 
strategic legal act 

used most often to 
secure an heir



1



2
A completely new 

legal identity – new 
family name, 

reputation, standing



3
A full legal heir, 

entitled to the full 
inheritance











Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, we 
are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according 
to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,



Rom. 8:13 Rom. 8:13
For if you live according 
to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will 
live.

εἰ γὰρ κατὰ σάρκα ζῆτε, 

μέλλετε ἀποθνῄσκειν· εἰ

δὲ πνεύματι τὰς πράξεις

τοῦ σώματος θανατοῦτε, 

ζήσεσθε.



Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, we 
are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according 
to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,

οῦ̓ν
(oun)

“therefore”

Ά̓ρα
(ara)

“therefore”



Ά̓ρα
(ara)

“therefore”

οῦ̓ν
(oun)

“therefore”



Ά̓ρα
(ara)

“therefore”

οῦ̓ν
(oun)

“therefore”

Two words,
one sledgehammer





The greatest 

verdict in history!
Charges dismissed

Verdict: Not guilty

Sentence: No penaltyκατάκριμα!

(katakrima)



Rom. 8:1 Rom. 8:1
There is therefore now 
no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ 
Jesus.

Οὐδὲν ἄρα νῦν

κατάκριμα τοῖς ἐν

Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ.



Two Orientations; Two Destinies

According to the flesh 
(Self-reliance)

According to the Spirit 
(God-dependent)



Rom. 8:6 Rom. 8:6
For to set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace.

τὸ γὰρ φρόνημα τῆς

σαρκὸς θάνατος, τὸ δὲ

φρόνημα τοῦ πνεύματος

ζωὴ καὶ εἰρήνη



So, which 
are YOU???

You Are Not in Flesh, But in Spirit!



Rom. 8:9 Rom. 8:9
You, however, are not in 
the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to 
him.

ὑμεῖς δὲ οὐκ ἐστὲ ἐν

σαρκὶ ἀλλὰ ἐν πνεύματι, 

εἴπερ πνεῦμα θεοῦ οἰκεῖ 

ἐν ὑμῖν. εἰ δέ τις πνεῦμα

Χριστοῦ οὐκ ἔχει, οὗτος 

οὐκ ἔστιν αὐτοῦ.



You Are Not in Flesh, But in Spirit!



Rom. 8:12
So then…



Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, we 
are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according 
to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,



Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, 
debtors we are, not to 
the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,



Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, 
debtors we are, not to 
the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,

ὀφειλέται

(opheiletai)

“one who owes a 
monetary or moral debt”



ὀφειλέται

(opheiletai)

“one who owes a 
monetary or moral debt”



Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, 
debtors we are, not to 
the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,

“Present tense 
indicative”



Rom. 8:12 Rom. 8:12
So then, brothers, 
debtors we are, not to 
the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.

Ἄρα οὖν, ἀδελφοί, 

ὀφειλέται ἐσμὲν οὐ τῇ 

σαρκὶ τοῦ κατὰ σάρκα

ζῆν,

“Present tense 
indicative”
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This is your legal status!



Rom. 8:13 Rom. 8:13
For if you live according 
to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will 
live.

εἰ γὰρ κατὰ σάρκα ζῆτε, 

μέλλετε ἀποθνῄσκειν· εἰ

δὲ πνεύματι τὰς πράξεις

τοῦ σώματος θανατοῦτε, 

ζήσεσθε.

“Present tense 
indicative”



μέλλετε

(mellete)
“at a future point”

“Present tense 
indicative”

Look at
the tension



μέλλετε

(mellete)
“at a future 

point”

“Present tense 
indicative”

You are on the very 
verge of….



Rom. 8:13 Rom. 8:13
For if you live according 
to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will 
live.

εἰ γὰρ κατὰ σάρκα ζῆτε, 

μέλλετε ἀποθνῄσκειν· εἰ

δὲ πνεύματι τὰς πράξεις

τοῦ σώματος θανατοῦτε, 

ζήσεσθε.



Don’t be a 
zombie!!!



Christan growth isn’t 
just “try harder,”

it’s “yield to the Spirit”



Rom. 8:13 Rom. 8:13
For if you live according 
to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will 
live.

εἰ γὰρ κατὰ σάρκα ζῆτε, 

μέλλετε ἀποθνῄσκειν· εἰ

δὲ πνεύματι τὰς πράξεις

τοῦ σώματος θανατοῦτε, 

ζήσεσθε.

“Present tense 
indicative”



Rom. 8:13 Rom. 8:13
For if you live according 
to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will 
live.

εἰ γὰρ κατὰ σάρκα ζῆτε, 

μέλλετε ἀποθνῄσκειν· εἰ

δὲ πνεύματι τὰς πράξεις

τοῦ σώματος θανατοῦτε, 

ζήσεσθε.







What are the defining 
marks of sonship?



Rom. 8:14 Rom. 8:14
For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are 
sons of God.

ὅσοι γὰρ πνεύματι θεοῦ 

ἄγονται, οὗτοι υἱοὶ θεοῦ 

εἰσιν.

passive 
voice

ἄγονται

(agontai)



So you led your 
people… (Is. 63:14)



Rom. 8:14 Rom. 8:14
For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are 
sons of God.

ὅσοι γὰρ πνεύματι θεοῦ 

ἄγονται, οὗτοι υἱοὶ θεοῦ 

εἰσιν.

“Present tense 
indicative”



So you led your 
people… (Is. 63:14)



Rom. 8:14 Rom. 8:14
For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are 
sons of God.

ὅσοι γὰρ πνεύματι θεοῦ 

ἄγονται, οὗτοι υἱοὶ θεοῦ 

εἰσιν.

“Present tense 
indicative”



Following the Spirit doesn’t make one 
adopted, it’s evidence one is adopted!



Rom. 8:15 Rom. 8:15
For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but 
you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”

οὐ γὰρ ἐλάβετε

πνεῦμα δουλείας πάλιν

εἰς φόβον ἀλλ’ 

ἐλάβετε πνεῦμα

υἱοθεσίας ἐν ῷ̔

κράζομεν· αββα ὁ

πατήρ.



Adoption vs. 
Slavery



Rom. 8:15 Rom. 8:15
For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but 
you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”

οὐ γὰρ ἐλάβετε

πνεῦμα δουλείας πάλιν

εἰς φόβον ἀλλ’ 

ἐλάβετε πνεῦμα

υἱοθεσίας ἐν ῷ̔

κράζομεν· αββα ὁ

πατήρ.



Am I doing enough?
Did I goof too badly?
Does God accept 
me today?



Rom. 8:15 Rom. 8:15
For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but 
you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”

οὐ γὰρ ἐλάβετε

πνεῦμα δουλείας πάλιν

εἰς φόβον ἀλλ’ 

ἐλάβετε πνεῦμα

υἱοθεσίας ἐν ῷ̔

κράζομεν· αββα ὁ

πατήρ.



This is a 
Paul word!!!

adopt 
a son

υἱοθεσία

(huiothesia)

υἱοθεσία
υἱοθεσία
υἱοθεσία

Rom. 8:15, 23
Rom. 9:4
Gal. 4:5
E[h. 1:5









Rom. 8:15 Rom. 8:15
For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but 
you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”

οὐ γὰρ ἐλάβετε

πνεῦμα δουλείας πάλιν

εἰς φόβον ἀλλ’ 

ἐλάβετε πνεῦμα

υἱοθεσίας ἐν ῷ̔

κράζομεν· αββα ὁ

πατήρ.



Rom. 8:15
For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but 
you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”

Rom. 8:15

non enim accepistis

spiritum servitutis

iterum in timore sed 

accepistis Spiritum

adoptionis filiorum in 

quo clamamus Abba 

Pater



Two languages: 
one cry!

Abba!
Pater!



Rom. 8:15 Rom. 8:15
For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but 
you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”

οὐ γὰρ ἐλάβετε

πνεῦμα δουλείας πάλιν

εἰς φόβον ἀλλ’ 

ἐλάβετε πνεῦμα

υἱοθεσίας ἐν ῷ̔

κράζομεν· αββα ὁ

πατήρ.



Two 
witnesses!



Rom. 8:16 Rom. 8:16
The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit 
that we are children of 
God,

αὐτὸ τὸ πνεῦμα

συμμαρτυρεῖ τῷ 

πνεύματι ἡμῶν ὅτι ἐσμὲν

τέκνα θεοῦ.







Rom. 8:17 Rom. 8:17
and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with 
him in order that we 
may also be glorified 
with him.

εἰ δὲ τέκνα, καὶ

κληρονόμοι· 

κληρονόμοι μὲν θεοῦ, 

συγκληρονόμοι δὲ

Χριστοῦ, εἴπερ 

συμπάσχομεν ἵνα καὶ

συνδοξασθῶμεν.





From Latin cum: “with”
Also “co-” “con-” “col-” and “cor-”

From Greek συν: “with” 
Also συμ, and συγ



Rom. 8:17 Rom. 8:17
and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with 
him in order that we 
may also be glorified 
with him.

εἰ δὲ τέκνα, καὶ

κληρονόμοι· 

κληρονόμοι μὲν θεοῦ, 

συγκληρονόμοι δὲ

Χριστοῦ, εἴπερ 

συμπάσχομεν ἵνα καὶ

συνδοξασθῶμεν.



Rom. 8:17
and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with 
him in order that we 
may also be glorified 
with him.

Rom. 8:17

si autem filii et 

heredes heredes 

quidem Dei coheredes

autem Christi si tamen

conpatimur ut et 

conglorificemur



Rom. 8:17 Rom. 8:17
and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with 
him in order that we 
may also be glorified 
with him.

εἰ δὲ τέκνα, καὶ

κληρονόμοι· 

κληρονόμοι μὲν θεοῦ, 

συγκληρονόμοι δὲ

Χριστοῦ, εἴπερ 

συμπάσχομεν ἵνα καὶ

συνδοξασθῶμεν.





Points for 
Home

You owe the flesh nothing!
Stop paying it!!!

“We are not debtors 
to the flesh…”

(Rom. 8:12)



Points for 
Home

Approach the Father as an 
heir, not a scared slave

“For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear…”
(Rom. 8:15)



Points for 
Home

Suffering doesn’t mean 
something’s gone wrong;

it’s the path to glory!

“we suffer with him in 
order that we may also 
be glorified with him”

(Rom. 8:17)



Lunch topic:
Is your primary emotional 

experience of God more like a slave 
before a master or a child before a 

good father???



Romans


