A Theology
of Waiting
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/ Waltlng IS a problem
to be solved-
a failure of the system




The Bible treats waiting almost
exactly the opposite way

God does not work around waiting
— He works through it.



: Waiting is woven into the Biblical story
: Waiting has a rich vocabulary!!!

: Waiting is spiritually productive



: Waiting is woven into the Biblical story
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The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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promised son deliverance restoration wordfromGod  the Messiah Christ’sreturn
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The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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Abraham &
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Waiting for the
promised son

25 years




The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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Exile
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metanarrative

INTER.

400 years
of silence

Waiting for a
word from God

400 years



The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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The arc of Scripture has a “waiting” metanarrative
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will take my stand at my.
watchpost and station myself on

the tower anailoekouUrtoIsee
Wwhat ne Will'Sayterme: =or St
the vision awaits'its ap oolnted
time; it hastens to the end—lt
will not lie. If it seems slow, Walt:_:
for it; it will surely come; it will
not delay. (Hab. 2:1-3)
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Hab 2:1-3

| will take my stand at
my watchpost and

station myself on the
tower, and look out to

see what he will say to
me...

Hab 2:1-3
allal =il
12X2NN) A7
TOXR) NIRNTHY
nix5

A7)0




Hab 2:1-3 Hab 2:1-3
For still the vision awaits 73]1-7317 ﬁTﬂ 1.3] 9

Its appointed time; it

hastens to the end—it ij Vpl? 7o

will not lie. If it seems

slow, wait for it; it will AR0RANTaN 277
surely come; it will not N:: N-:-,D 117-'730

delay.
NN X7
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“Therefore the LORD waits to be

gracious to you” (Isa. 30:18)

L




The wait has a e
fixed appointment. '
God is NOT improvising!




: Waiting is woven into the Biblical story

: Waiting has a rich vocabulary!!!






Something stretched,
drawn taut

17‘}’»

== -
vah) A cord, line, or

measuring string
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“Waiting” as experienced tension



Expectant waiting



To be still, to cease
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Calmly waiting



Leaning forward,
ready!




Something stretched,
drawn taut
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“Waiting” as experienced tension



|Isa. 40:31

They who walit for the
LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall
mount up with wings like
eagles; they shall run
and not be weary; they
shall walk and not faint.

Isa. 40:31
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Not clock
watching\




While you are “waiting,”
God is working on you!!!



Expectant waiting



Ps. 130:5-6

| wait for the LORD, my
soulv&its, and in his
word | hope; my soul
waits for the Lord

more than watchmen for
the morning,

more than watchmen for

the morning.

Ps. 130:5-6
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Ps. 130:5-6

| wait for the LORD, my
soulv&its, and in his
word | hope; my soul
waits for the Lord
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the morning,
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Could it be? | got a feeling there's a Who knows?

Yes, it could. miracle due, Could be!
Gonna come true,
Coming to me!
Who knows? : There's something
iSIonLAISE | windkuneo\?an c:\?;;wa
If | can wait! out of reach, . 9 Y,
- Soon as it shows.

Down the block, on a beach,
under a tree.
Something's coming, |

Something's It may come cannonballing don't know what it is,
coming, something down through the sky, Butitis
good, Gleam in its eye, Gonna be great!

Bright as a rose!



Ps. 130:5-6

| wait for the LORD, my
soulv&its, and in his
word | hope; my soul
waits for the Lord

more than watchmen for
the morning,

more than watchmen for

the morning.
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It’s a waiting hope
anchored in God’s word!

This isn’t hope floating
In the abstract




Ps. 130:5-6

| wait for the LORD, my
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To be still, to cease
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Calmly waiting



Ps. 62:1-2

For God alone my soul
waits In silence; from
him comes my
salvation. He alone is
my rock and my
salvation, my fortress; |
shall not be greatly
shaken.

Ps. 62:1-2(2-3)
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See the
“WHY”!



Ps. 62:1-2

For God alone my soul
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Leaning forward,
ready!




Rom. 8:23

And not only the
creation, but we
ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit,

groan inwardly as we
walit eagerly for adoption
as sons, the redemption
of our bodies.

Rom. 8:23
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Rom. 8:24-25

For in this hope we were
saved. Now hope thatis
seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he

sees? But if we hope for
what we do not see, we
walit for it with patience.

Rom. 8:24-25
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: Waiting is woven into the Biblical story
: Waiting has a rich vocabulary!!!

: Waiting is spiritually productive



God does not just reward waiting
— He works through it.
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Present suffering
and future glory

Rom. 8:18-25
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- Waiting produces




Rom. 8:24-25

For in this hope we were
saved. Now hope thatis
seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he

sees? But if we hope for
what we do not see, we
walit for it with patience.

Rom. 8:24-25
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Waiting reveals God’s
greater purpose
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Lamenting in
the rubble



Lam. 3:24-26 Lam. 3:24-26

The LORD is my portion,” =N =957 ,an
says my soul, s Pl e o

“therefore | will hope in IR 1270V WDl
him.” :1]7




Lam. 3:24-26

The LORD is good to
those who walit for him,
to the soul who seeks
him.

T e e e e e R R e N R e e N

Waiting as
experienced tension

Lam. 3:24-26
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Lam. 3:24-26

It is good that one
should walit quietly
for the salvation of the

LORD.

Expectant
waiting

Lam. 3:24-26
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Lam. 3:24-26

It is good that one
should walit quietly
for the salvation of he

LORD. it

Lam. 3:24-26
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Lamenting in
the rubble
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“The LORD is my portion,”’ says my soul, “therefore |

will hope in him.” The LORD iIs good to those who wait
for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one
etly for the salvation of the LORD.
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Waiting as a
time of worship
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“The LORD is my portion,”’ says my soul, “therefore |

will hope in him.” The LORD iIs good to those who wait
for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one
etly for the salvation of the LORD.
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Waiting is
Working Time!
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Points for
Home

“They who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength...”

(Isa. 40:31)




Try active
waiting!

Points for
Home

“I hope; my soul waits for the
Lord more than watchmen for
the morning” (Ps. 130:5-6)




What are you

waiting for?

Points for
Home

“we wait eagerly for adoption
as sons, the redemption of our
bodies” (Rom. 8:23




What is something you are currently in a
| season of waiting about — and based on
h‘; today's class, how would you describe

| “;‘ E kind of waiting you've been doing?

1

Lunch topic:

»
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~ Waitingis NOT a
—7i

problem to be solved- |
1 a failure of the system
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God does not work around waiting
— He works through Iit.
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