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Words change Words change
meaning overtime | % meaning over time
| 1800’s - “awful”:

| “full of awe”

o @

o cc s
| Today - “awful”:
‘:: ¢ b}

very bad

]




Words change
meaning over time
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Words change
meaning over time
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4 w - “literally™:
“not literally”

“literally™:
ctually, in fact”
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English Words: American vs. British Meanings




English Words: American vs. British Meanings




Two words we
need to get right!




-

“Flesh™:
“Body? Physical desires?”

-

“Spirit”:
“Soul? Non-physical part?”




a

Get these wrong
and...

~

" Your body 1S bad
yourspwnlsgood

Plalo |




a

Get these wrong
and...

~

" Physical things
are evil;
spiritual things

\ are righteous y



a

Get these wrong
and...

Escape the body
to be holy

~N




That’s NOT what Paul means AT ALL!!!

Physical things Escape the body
| _ are evil; to be holy
eyl spiritual things
Your body is bad; are righteous

your spirit is good




The Foundation: Romans 8:1-4

The Definitions: “Flesh” “Spirit”

The Chiasm: Romans 8:5-8




o The Foundation: Romans 8:1-4



Rom. 8:1 Rom. 8:1

There is therefore now Ovogv Gpa vOv
no condemnation for KOTAKPLULO TOTC EV
those who are in Christ Xpot®w oov.

Jesus.




Rom. 8:1 Rom. 8:1

There is therefore now Ovogv Gpa vOv
no condemnation for KOTOKPLULO TOTC EV
those who are in Christ Xpot®w oov.

Jesus.




Legally: You're
| declared rlghteous

Experientially: You
have life and peace




Rom. 8:1 Rom. 8:1

There is therefore now Ovogv Gpa vOv
no condemnation for KOTOKPLULO TOTC EV
those who are in Christ Xpot®w oov.

Jesus.




Tom Wright: Don’t miss
out on the life-giving
aspect of no
condemnation!







Rom. 8:1 Rom. 8:1

There is therefore now Ovogv Gpa vOv
no condemnation for KOTOKPLULO TOTC EV
those who are in Christ Xpot®w oov.

Jesus.




Rom. 8:2

For the law of the Spirit
of life has set you free
In Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and death.

Rom. 8:2

0 YOop vOUOG TOV
TVELLLATOC THGS CONC €V
Xp16T® Moov
NAeVOEPMGEY GE G0 TOD

vOLoL TG apoptioc Kol
00 Qavatov.




Law of sin

. and death
(Adamic
system
 System) i Law of the
‘ Spirit of life
(Messianic
system)

\_ /




Rom. 8:2

For the law of the Spirit
of life has set you free
In Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and death.

Rom. 8:2

0 YOop vOUOG TOV
TVELLLATOC THGS CONC €V
Xp16T® Moov
NAeVOEpmGEY e dro TOD

vOLoL TG apoptioc Kol
00 Qavatov.




Romans 1:16-17/
Paul’s theme

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, foritis the
power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith for faith, as it is written,
_4 ‘The righteous shall llve by faith.””
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Rom. 8:2

For the law of the Spirit
of life has set you free
In Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and death.

Rom. 8:2

0 YOop vOUOG TOV
TVELLLATOC THGS CONC €V
Xp16T® Moov
NAeVOEpmGEY e dro TOD

vOLoL TG apoptioc Kol
00 Qavatov.




Rom. 8:3

For God has done what
the law, weakened by

the flesh, could not do.
By sending his own Son

In the likeness of sinful
flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the
flesh,

Rom. 8:3

ToO yap aovvatov 100
VOOV £V ® NoOEveL it
TG 6OPKOC, 0 BEOC TOV
£00VTOV VIOV TEUWOC EV
OLLOLOLLOLTL GOPKOG
apopTiog Kai mept
OLLLOPTLOC KOTEKPIVEV TNV
apoptioy £v TH GopKL,







You can give
me perfect
Instructions

| can
understand
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But | still
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Rom. 8:

3

For God has done what
the law,
the fles
By senc

weakened by
N, could not do.
Ing his own Son

in the li

keness of sinful

flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the

flesh,

Rom. 8:3

ToO yap aovvatov 100
VOOV £V ® NoOEveL it
TG 6OPKOC, 0 BEOC TOV
£00VTOV VIOV TEUWOC EV
OLLOLM LTI GOPKOC
GpopTioe Koi TEpt
OLLLOPTLOC KOTEKPIVEV TNV
apoptioy £v TH GopKL,
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Rom. 8:3

For the law is
powerless to do, being
weakened by the flesh,
God has done by

sending his own Son in

Rom. 8:3

ToO yap aovvatov 100
VOOV £V ® NoOEveL it
TG 6OPKOC, 0 BEOC TOV
£00VTOV VIOV TEUWOC EV
OLLOLMLLOLTT GOPKOG




Rom. 8:3

For the law is
powerless to do, being
weakened by the flesh,
God has done by

sending his own Son In
the likeness of sinful
flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the

flesh,

Rom. 8:3

ToO yap aovvatov 100
VOOV £V ® NoOEveL it
TG 6OPKOC, 0 BEOC TOV
£00VTOV VIOV TEUWOC EV
OLLOLOLLOTL GOPKOG
QLLOLPTIOG KOl TTEPT
OLLLOPTLOC KOTEKPIVEV TNV
apoptioy £v TH GopKL,




Rom. 8:4 Rom. 8:4

in order that the val TO OwKaimuo ToL
righteous requirement vOLLOL TTANP®OT €V NUiV
of the law might be TO1C LT KOTOL GELpKO
fulfilled in us, who walk TEPUTOTOVGY GALOL KOTO!

not according to the
flesh but ac
the Spirit.
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The Definitions: “Flesh” “Spirit”

o The Foundation: Romans 8:1-4



Rom. 8:4

In order that the
righteous requirement
of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk
not according to the
flesh but according to
the Spirit.

Rom. 8:4

vol TO OtKoimuo ToL
VOOV TANP®ON €V UiV
TOTC 1) KOTO GhpioL
TEPUTOTODGY GANGL KOTOL
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Your body is bad:

your spirit is good

{
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Your body is bad:
sood

Physical things
are evil;
spiritual things

are righteous




Escape the body
to be holy

~
C




Physical things
are evil;
spiritual things
are righteous

God created
bodies GOOD
Gen. 1:31




Jesus was
resurrected
BODILY
Lk 24:39

Your body is bad:

our spiritis good
Physical things P e o

are evil;
spiritual things
are righteous




" Wewillbe
resurrected

BODILY
1 Cor. 15

A,
| N7y )
Your body is bad;
your spirit is good

Physical things
are evil;
spiritual things
are righteous




God created
bodies GOOD
Gen. 1:31

We will be
resurrected
BODILY
1Cor. 15

Jesus was
resurrected
BODILY
Lk 24:39

The goal isn’t
escaping the
body but
redeeming it!

Physical things
are evil;
spiritual things
are righteous




NOT Physical

desires or

Jesus was
resurrected
BODILY
Lk 24:39

| God created
8 bodies GOOD
Gen. 1:31

The goal isn’t
escaping the

These can be used by

o |
T body but th.e flesh, but.aren t

resurrected redeeming it! |nherently S|nfl
BODILY

1Cor. 15




NOT dividing
physical from
spiritual

Jesus was
resurrected
BODILY
Lk 24:39

The goal isn’t
escaping the
body but

resurrected redeeming |t!
BODILY

1Cor. 15

We will be




"Flesh" (cap&) in Romans 8 means:
Life oriented away from God,
lived in reliance on human ability

apart from God's Spirit,
existence characterized by self-
sufficiency and rebellion against God.




"Flesh" (cdpg) is not what you are

(a body),but how you live (an orientation)!

.

, . Mindset:
 Looking to
yourself instead



"Flesh" (cap&) is not what you are

(a body),but how you live (an orientation)!

Disposition:
Independence
from God




"Flesh" (cdpg) is not what you are
a body),but how you live (an orientation)!




"Flesh" (cdpg) is not what you are

(a body),but how you live (an orientation)!

“Flesh” can
seem very
religious!

(Phil. 3:3-6)




Anger fits
protional

e ————— -

Enmity, strife, jealousy
==(Relationa

ek =

Religious




Rom. 8:

3

For God has done what
the law,
the fles
By senc

weakened by
N, could not do.
Ing his own Son

in the li

keness of sinful

flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the

flesh,

Rom. 8:3

ToO yap aovvatov 100
VOOV £V ® NoOEveL it
TG 6OPKOC, 0 BEOC TOV
£00VTOV VIOV TEUWOC EV
OLLOLM LTI GOPKOC
GpopTioe Koi TEpt
OLLLOPTLOC KOTEKPIVEV TNV
apoptioy £v TH GopKL,




Rom. 8:4

In order that the
righteous requirement
of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk
not according to the
flesh but according to
the Spirit.

Rom. 8:4

vol TO OtKoimuo ToL
VOOV TANP®ON €V UiV
TOTC 1) KOTO GhpioL
TEPUTOTODGY GANGL KOTOL




Think of “Spirit" (mrvevua) as:
Life empowered by God's Holy Spirit,

existence characterized by dependence
on God, living in the new reality of
resurrection power.




“Spirit”:

It’s not what you are
(disembodied soul),
but how you live! (Led
and empowered by God




“Spiritn (RVSﬁua) aSs:
God's Holy Spirit

(most uses in
Romans 8)

“Spirit" (mgﬁ“a) as:

NEVER just the
“non-physical
part of you!




Chiote)ddsidsiyou
Kiihnevwnehitng
(Rt81s]p16192 10)




Why does
this matter?




If you understand:
“flesh” = self-reliant orientation
“spirit” = God-dependent life

You'll read Romans 8 as:

“Stop relying on yourself;
start depending

on God!"

If you read:
“flesh” = body and
“spirit” = (hon-body)
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N
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You'll read Romans 8 as:
"Suppress your body,
cultivate your soul."




The question isn't: Is this activity physical or spiritual?
The question is: Am | relying on myself or on God?
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The Foundation: Romans 8:1-4

The Definitions: “Flesh” “Spirit”

The Chiasm: Romans 8:5-8




Tom Wright

identifies a

“chiasm”in
Romans 8:5-8




Rom. 8:5

For those who live

according to the flesh
set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but

those who live
according to the Spirit
set their minds on the
things of the Spirit.

Rom. 8:5

Ol YOp KOTOL GOPKOL HVTEC
TO THG COPKOC
PPOVODGLY, Ol 8¢ KaTol
TVEDLLOL TOL TOD
TVEDLLATOC.




Rom. 8:6 Rom. 8:6

For to set the mind on TO YOPp GPOVNUO THC

the flesh is death, but copko¢ Oavatog, 10 o€
to set the mind on the QPOVN LA TOD TTVEDLLOTOG
Spirit is life and peace. Com Kol lprvn




Rom. 8:7

For the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to
God, for it does not
submit to God’s law;
Indeed, i1t cannot.

Rom. 8:7

O10TL TO PPOVIIUAL TNG

capkog ExOpa eic OOV,
T YOPp VOU® TOL Deov
00y VTOTAGGETAL, OVOE

Yop OVVOTOL




Rom. 8:8 Rom. 8:8

Those who are in the 01 0¢€ €v capKl Oviec Be@

flesh cannot please APEGOL OV OVLVOVTOL.
God.




A “chiasm”iIs an ancient

@@ @@
V literary device where ideas are

/Q\ presented in one order, then
L s repeated in reverse order
A Greek “Chi

A-B-C-B-A



Q@VQQ A “chiasm” is an ancient
@ literary device where ideas are
/ \ presented in one order, then
, repeated in reverse order
A Greek “Chi”

A-B -B-A




A - 2 kinds of A -9 kinds of

people (8:5,8) people (8:5,8)
B-2 Mindsets e e B -2 Mindsets
(8:5, 7) (8:5,7)

C-20Outcomes
(8:6)




Rom. 8:6 Rom. 8:6

For to set the mind on TO YOPp GPOVNUO THC

the flesh is death, but copKO¢ Oavatog, 10 o€
to set the mind on the QPOVN LA TOD TTVEDLOTOG
Spirit is life and peace. Com Kol lprvn




Don’t ask “Is this
Points physical or spiritual?”

for Home Ask “Am | relying on
’ myself or God?”

= 7«And whatever you do, in word or
| deed, do everything in the name

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him”
(Col. 3:17)



Check your mindset!

Points

for Home “Those who live according to
the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit”
(Rom. 8:5)




Stop serving God In

oIS flesh-mode!

for Home
Flesh-mode "cannot submit

to God's law" and "cannot
please God” (Rom. 8:7-8)

v |  Pray:“Spirit, empower me
~~ todowhatlcannotdoin
my own strength”
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