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The WRATH
of God
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Romans
IN seven
sections



1:1-1:17
Introduction
Greetings
Overarching theme



1:18-3:20

Reigh and
condemnation of sin
over Jew and Gentile



Ancient
Greco-
Roman
thought




Contrast
Paul’s text




Points for
home
Paul’s text




Ancient
Greco-
Roman
thought













points and tie-ins to analoglz;‘
and distinguish faith




Paul was deeply
aware of Greco-




,  Where you live, forms
who you are, how you
thlnk and what you know




The people of Tarsus have devoted themselves so
zealously to philosophy, to the whole encyclical
curriculum, and to whatever other studies you might
name that they have surpassed Athens, Alexandria, and
any other place that can be named where there are
schools and lectures of phllosophers - Strabo
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everything. And he made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the

earth, having determined allotted periods and
the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they
should seek God, and perhaps feel their way
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not
far from each one of us... (Acts 17:22-27
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as even some of your

offspring.’ [Aratus] (Acts 17
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They cloud
a person’s
judgment

The person
makes poor
decisions

Disaster
comes



the murderer

Oedipus curses

as iIf he were my

own father!
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Aty — moral blindness
and error;
the work of the gods




Contrast
Paul’s text







PENGUINCLASSICS

EURIPIDES

THE BACCHAE
AND OTHER PLAYS




“For when the anger of
the gods would harm
someone, first this very
thing occurs: it strips
away good sense from
their mind, and turns
their judgment toward
the worse, so they know
nothing of their errors”






Rom. 1:18

For the wrath of Gog
revealed from heave
against all ungodline
and unrighteousnes

men, who by their
unrighteousness
suppress the truth.

.1:18

KOAOTTTETOU YO OpYN
T’ 00pOVOY ML

v acEPetay Kol

iov avOpOTOV TOV
aAnDeloy Ev aotKia
YOVTOV,




Rom. 1:18

For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven

against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of

men, who by their
unrighteousness
suppress the truth.

Rom. 1:18

ATOKOAOTTETOL YO OPYN
B0y AT’ 0VPOAVOY &ML
moocav acEPetay Kol
aolkiay avOpoOT®V TOV
TNV oAndeioy v aoucia
KOTEYOVTIOV,




Euripides: ‘ Paul:
the gods can be 3 N destructionis
arbitrary and sin’s natural
capricious /8 consequence




Rom. 1:18

For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven

against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of

men, who by their
unrighteousness
suppress the truth.

Rom. 1:18

ATOKOAOTTETOL YO OPYN
B0y AT’ 0VPOAVOY &ML
moocav acEPetay Kol
aolkiay avOpoOT®V TOV
TNV oAndeioy v aoucia
KOTEYOVTIOV,




Rom. 1:19 Rom. 1:19

For what can be known O10TL TO YVWGTOV TOD
about God is plain to Oeov pavepdv €TV €V
them, because God has aVTOTC 0 B0 YOp QVTOIC
shown it to them. EQUVEPWCEYV.
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Euripides: Knowledge: Paul:
" B | People know

God’s righteous

the person
knows nothing of |
their errors [ decree but
L suppress the
knowledge




Rom. 1:20

For his invisible
attributes, namely, his
eternal power and divine
nature, have been

clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the
world, in the things that
have been made. So
they are without excuse.

Rom. 1:20

TO YO AOPOTO QVTOV
A0 KTIGEMC KOGLLOV TOIC
TOMNLAGTY VOOLUEVDL
kafopdtar, 1 Te Aidlog
OVTOU OVVOULE KO
0c10TNC, £ic TO glval
OVTOVE AVOTOAOYNTOVC,







Rom. 1:20

For his invisible
attributes, namely, his
eternal power and divine
nature, have been

clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the
world, in the things that
have been made. So
they are without excuse.

Rom. 1:20

TO YO AOPOTO QVTOV
A0 KTIGEMC KOGLLOV TOIC
TOMNLAGTY VOOLUEVDL
kafopdtar, 1 Te Aidlog
OVTOU OVVOULE KO
0c10TNC, £ic TO glval
OVTOVE AVOTOAOYNTOVC,
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Sophocles: Knowledge: Paul:
Often the person -. ¥ People have no
IS almost excuse

excusable




Rom. 1:21

For although they knew
God, they did not honor
him as God or give

thanks to him, but they

became futile in their
thinking, and their
foolish hearts were
darkened.

Rom. 1:21

O10TL YVOVTEC TOV Be0V
oVY ®¢ B0V €00&acav T
noyapiotnoayv, dAA’
cpotTolmOncay £v Toic
OLOAOYIGLOIC AVTMOV Kol
£0K0TicOn 1 acvveTOg
oQVTOV Kapoio.




Rom. 1:22-23

Claiming to be wise,
they became fools, and
exchanged the glory of
the immortal God for

Images resembling
mortal man and birds
and animals and
creeping things.

Rom. 1:22-23

(POUOKOVTEC EIVOLL GOPOL
cumpdvOncayv Koi
NAAOEOY TNV 00EAV TOV
apOdptov Beov €V
OLLOLOULOTL EIKOVOG
eOaptov avOpwmov Kol
TETEWVQOV KUl TETPOTOOMV
KO EPTETOIV.




The difference
In religion and
the gospel



Rom. 1:24 Rom. 1:24

Therefore God gave A0 TOpESMKEV aDTOVC O
them up in the lusts of Oe0c v tailc emBouiong
their hearts to impurity, TV KOPOLDV QUTOV E1G
to the dishonoring of axadopcioy ToD

their bodies among atipalecOon To copaTo
themselves, QVTOV £V VTOIC

Gave up (mrapaotompt): to convey something in which
one has a relatively strong personal interest

Acts 7:42; Eph 4:19




Euripides: | Paul:
the gods actively ¥ B | God is more
strip away good Bl passive - he gives
sense /M8 people overto
IR il their choices
(removes his
restraining
Influence)




Cause and Effect




Cause and Effect




Cause and Effect




God doesn’t

force you to
faithful
obedience



Rom. 1:25

because they
exchanged the truth
about God for a lie and
worshiped and served

the creature rather than
the Creator, who is
blessed forever! Amen.

Rom. 1:25

O1TIVEG HETNAAOCAY TNV
aAnOelay 1oL Beov €V T
yevoel kol EcefacOncav
Kol EAATPELGOV T1] KTIGEL
TOPO, TOV KTIGOVTA, OC
E0TLV EDAOYNTOC EIC TOVG
aLOVOG, CUNV.




Rom. 1:26

For this reason God
gave them up to

dishonorable passions.

For their women

exchanged natural
relations for those that
are contrary to nature;

Rom. 1:26

A0 TOVTO TAPEOMKEV
aVTOVG O Be0C €1¢ TAOM
atipiog, ot te yop Onieon
QVTOV LETNAAAENY TNV
QLGIKTV YPNCLV EIC TNV
TOPO, PVGLY,




Rom. 1:27

and the men likewise gave
up natural relations with
women and were
consumed with passion for
one another, men
committing shameless
acts with men and
receiving in themselves the
due penalty for their error.

Rom. 1:27

OLLOTMG TE Ko Ol APCEVES
QUPEVTEC TNV PUCIKTV YPTiCV
™G OnAciog ECexaovbnoay v
OPECEL TMV EIC AAANAOUC,

BPGEVES EV APGEGY TNV
QLOYNLLOGUVIV KOTEPYULOLEVOL
Ko TNV avtodiov v 06t ThC
TAQVIC OVTOV EV ENVTOIC
ATTOAOUPAVOVTEC.




Rom. 1:28

And since they did not
see fit to acknowledge
God, God gave them up
to a debased mind to

do what ought not to be
done.

Rom. 1:28

Kol kabwg ovk
cooxipacay Tov 0eov
EYELV EV EMYVOGEL,
TOPEOMKEV AVTOVE O
Bed¢ €ic 0LOOKILOV VOV,
TOLETV TA, U Kobnkovra,




Rom. 1:29

They were filled with all
manner of
unrighteousness, evil,
covetousness, malice.

They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit,
maliciousness. They
are gossips,

Rom. 1:29

TETANPOUEVOVE TAGT
aO1Kig TOVIPigL
TAEOVECTQ KoKiq,
HEGTOVG POOVOL POVOL
£p100¢ 00A0V
KokonOeiac, yibvpiotog




Rom. 1:30-31

slanderers, haters of
God, insolent, haughty,
boastful, inventors of
evil, disobedient to

parents, foolish,
faithless, heartless,
ruthless.

Rom. 1:30-31

KOTAAOAOVC OEOGTLYETC
VPEPIGTAC VITEPTPAVOVG
AAOCOVOC, EQEVPETOG
KOK®V, YOVELGLV
ameBfeic, 31 aocvvéToug
aGLVOETOVE AGTOPYOLG
OLVEAENLOVOC




Rom. 1:32

Though they know
God’s righteous decree
that those who practice
such things deserve to

die, they not only do
them but give approval
to those who practice
them.

Rom. 1:32

OTTIVEG TO OUKOHMULO TOD
Oeov Emryvovteg 011 0l T
TOLODTO TTPUGGOVTEC
dclol Bavatov gioiv, ov
LOVOV aDTOL TTOLODGLV
GAADL KO GLUVELSOKODGLV
TOIC TPAGGOVGLV.




Contrast
Paul’s text




Points for
home
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Euripides: Purpgse: Paul:
the inevitable v B | the push for

doom of the redemption
person . (1 Cor. 6:9-11;
W fon g Rom. 5:20)




Rom. 1:16

For | am not ashamed
of the gospel, foritis
the power of God for
salvation to everyone

who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the

Greek.

Rom. 1:16

Ov yop enocydVOUOL TO
EVOYYEALOV, OVVOLLLS YOP
Oeov €TV €1C GOTNPIOY
TOVTL T TTUGTEVOVTL,
Tovoaim te tpdTOV KO
"EAANVL.




Rom. 1:17

Forin it the
righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for
faith, as it is written,

“The righteous shall live
by faith.”

Rom. 1:17

OLKOLOGUVT YOp B0V €V
OVTW ATOKOAVTTETOL EK
TLOTEMC €1C TOTLV, KAOMG
YEYPOUTTOL O OE OIKOLOG
EK TOTEMS CHOETAL.




“The gospel is necessary
because there is such a
thing as the wrath of God,
because only the gospel
...brings deliverance from
that wrath.” — Leon Morris
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There Is an awesome
power in the cross



DIESTRRIIC AN B OIN'HIOEEEER

“Cheap grace is the
mortal enemy of our
church. Our struggle
today is for costly grace.”
— Leon Morris
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