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Why
Romans? J










“Eagerly then | returned to
the place where Alypius
was sitting; for there had |
laid the volume of the
Apostle when | arose
thence. | seized, opened,
and in silence read that

section on which my eyes

Saint Augustine first fell[Romans 13]...
354-430




Saint Augustine
354-430

No further would | read;
nor needed I: for instantly
at the end of this
sentence, by a light as it
were of serenity infused
Into my heart, all the
darkness of doubt

vanished away.”
- Confessions, Bk VIl



Martin Luther
1483-1546

“This letter is truly the most
Important piece in the New
Testament. It is purest Gospel.
Romans is worthy not only that
every Christian should know it
word for word by heart, but
occupy himself with it every
day as the daily bread for



Martin Luther
1483-1546

the soul. It can never be read
or pondered too much, and the
more it is dealt with, the more
precious it becomes and

the better it tastes”
- Preface to Romans Commentary



“About a quarter before
nine, while he [Luther] was
describing the change which
God works in the heart
through faith in Christ, | felt
my heart strangely warmed.
| felt | did trust in Christ,
John Wesley Christ alone, for salvation;
1703-1791 and an assurance was given




John Wesley
1703-1791

me that he had taken away
my sins, even mine, and
saved me from the law of sin
and death”
- Wesley’s Journal
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How to Study an Epistle in 8 Steps

Historical setting
(YY)
MmYYIrm




55AD

, likely around 54

Author — Paul

from Corinth



ROME

Emperor Nero fresh on throne
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Read through
In one sitting



Try to follow the flow of

thought and structure



Note repeating words,
Ideas, themes
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Paul average:
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Church



Acts 2:5 Acts 2:5
Now there were dwelling
In Jerusalem Jews, devout
men from every nation
under heaven...

"Hav 8¢ gic Tepovcohm
KortotkoVvtee Tovoaiot,
Gvdpec eOLaPelC Ao
TavTOC E0vouc TV Vo TOV

oVPOVOV...




Acts 2:9-10
Parthians and Medes and

Elamites and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and

Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging
to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome

Acts 2:9-10

[TapOor kol Moot kat
‘Flopitan kol 01 KOTOwKOUVTEG
v Mecomotauiay,
Tovoaiav t€ Kol
Kanmaooxiav, IToOvtov kot
v Aciav, ®puyiov t€ Kol
[TopeuAiav, Alyvrtov Kol to
uépn tig Apong tiig kato
Kvpnvnyv, kai ot
EMONUOVVTEC Popaion




but adds Gentiles

Jewish,

INS

— Beg

Church



Rom 1:5-6

through whom we have
received grace and
apostleship to bring
about the obedience of
faith for the sake of his
name among all the
nations, including you
who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ,

Rom 1:5-6

51" 00 EMGPorev yépv Koi
QTTOGTOATV E1C DTTOKOT|V
TLOTEMG £V TAGLV TOIC
£0veoty VITEP TOV OVOUOATOC

QVTOV, £V 01C E0TE KO VUEIC
KAntolr loov Xpiotov




/50k - +1mm

Population —

000

,000 to 60,

Jews -40



TROUBLE ~49AD!



Emperor Claudius
(41-54AD)

“ludaeos impulsore Chresto
assidue tumultuantis
Roma expulit”
Seutonius, De Vita Caesarum

~49 AD, “He expelled from
Rome the Jews who were
constantly making disturbances
at the instigation of Chrestus”



Acts 18:1-2

After this Paul left Athens
and went to Corinth. And
he found a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus,

recently come from ltaly
with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had
commanded all the Jews
to leave Rome.

Acts 18:1-2

Meta Tadto yopiodeic £k TdV
AOnvev nAOev gic KopvOov.
Kol e0pv Tva, Tovoaiov
ovoportt Axviav, IToviikov 1@y
YEVEL TPOGPATMC EANAVOOTO
amo tiic Trokioc ol
IIpicKiddlov yovoika ovtov,
o0, TO otateTayEvonl KAavolov
yopiCechat TavToc TOLC
Tovdaiovg dmo tiic Pdung




Jews return after Clausius’s
death on October 13, 54AD

Emperor Claudius
(41-54AD)



Rom. 16:3-4

Greet Prisca and Aquila,
my fellow workers in
Christ Jesus, who risked
their necks for my life...

Rom. 16:3-4

AondcoacOe Ipiokav Kot
AKOAOY TODG GLVEPYOVC
Hov v Xplot®w Mcov,
O1TIveEC VIEP TS YLYNG OV

TOV E0VTOV TPAYNAOV
vIEOMKAVY. ..







There 1s lots more
to the “occasion”



Paul writes from Corinth




Rom. 16:23
Gaius, who is host to me

and to the whole church,
greets you. Erastus, the
city treasurer, and our

brother Quartus, greet
you.

Rom. 16:23
acmdleTon vuac I'diog O
CEVOC 1oL Kot OANG TG
EKKANGLOC. AoTACETOL DUOLC

"Epaoctog 0 01KOVOOG TH|G

ToOAem¢ kai Kovaptog 0
AOEAPOC.




.

1 Paul seems to be rehearsing his

| theology and positions before
\\1 delivering gentile money to the
' Jerusalem church



Paul writes from Corinth

theology and positions before
delivering gentile money to the

Jerusalem church
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Try to follow the flow of

thought and structure



Intro
Greetings
overarching
theme
1:1-1:17

Reign and
condemnation
of sin over

Gentile and Jew
1:18-3:20



Reign and
condemnation
of sin over

Gentile and Jew
1:18-3:20

Salvation of the
cross through
faith
3:21-5:21



Salvation of the Struggles
cross through and fruit of

faith salvation
3:21-5:21 6:1-8:39



Salvation of the Struggles
cross through and fruit of

faith salvation
3:21-5:21 6:1-8:39

The problem
of Israel
9:1-11:36



Struggles

: The problem Christian
and fruit of
B ation of Israel conduct
9:1-11:36 12:1-15:13

6:1-8:39



The problem Christian Closing and
of Israel conduct Paul’s plans
9:1-11:36 12:1-15:13 15:14-16:27



Intro
Greetings
overarching
theme
1:1-1:17



Rom. 1:1-2

Paul, a servant of Christ
Jesus, called to be an

apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, which he

promised beforehand
through his prophets in
the holy Scriptures,

Rom. 1:1-2

[TadA0OC 00VAOC XploTOU
‘Moov, KANTOC AmOGTOAOG
APMPLOUEVOC EIC
svayyEAov Beov, O
DOETTNYYEIANTO 010 TV
DOPNTAOV CVTOV EV
DOPOATS Oyiog




Rom. 1:1-2 Rom. 1:1-2

Paul, a servant of Christ [TadAoc 00D oC XP1oTOU
Jesus, called to be an "MooV, KANTOC ATOGTOAOC
apostle, set apart for the APMPLIOUEVOC EIC

gospel of God, which he gf)ow'yé}u()\/ Ocov; O

promised beforehand hoemNYYEilOTO S10 TV
through his prophets in DOPNTDOV aVTOU £V
the holy Scriptures, DOPAIC Qyiong
“Servant” (6odiog )
Emphasizes dependence and commitment




Rom. 1:1-2 Rom. 1:1-2

Paul, a servant of Christ [TadAoc 00D oC XP1oTOU
Jesus, called to be an "Moov, KANTOg AtdGTOAOC
apostle, set apart for the APMPLIOUEVOC EIC

gospel of God, which he gooyyEAov Oeov, O

promised beforehand hoemNYYEilOTO S10 TV
through his prophets in DOPNTAV CVDTOV &V
the holy Scriptures, DOPOTC AYLONG

“Called” (oovioc )
Called or invited, like to a meal




Rom. 1:1-2 Rom. 1:1-2

Paul, a servant of Christ [TadAoc 00D oC XP1oTOU
Jesus, called to be an "Moov, KANTOg AtdGTOAOC
apostle, set apart for the APMPLIOUEVOC EIC

gospel of God, which he gooyyEAov Oeov, O

promised beforehand hoemNYYEilOTO S10 TV
through his prophets in DOPNTAV CVDTOV &V
the holy Scriptures, DOPOTC AYLONG

“Gospel” (edvayyérov)
“Good news” BUT....




“Gospel”
A Pauline word

s N

‘\A' i
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> Used 60 out of 76 times in B




Leon Morris
1914-2006

“There is no good news
to compare with the
news of what God has
done in Christ for
man’s salvation.”



1 Cor. 15:1-4

Now | would remind you,
brothers, of the gospel |
preached to you... that
Christ died for our sins in

accordance with the
Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised
on the third day

1 Cor. 15:1-4

Tvopilo 88 duiv, adeloot,
T0 EVAYYEAIOV O

VN YYEALGOUNY VUTV. .. OTL
Xp1oT1o¢ amEbavey LITEP
OV AUOPTIOY UGV KoTa
TOC YPAPOG Kol OTL ETAPN
Ko OTL EyNyEPTOL T NUEP
™ TPLTN




Rom. 1:1-2 Rom. 1:1-2

Paul, a servant of Christ [TadAoc 00D oC XP1oTOU
Jesus, called to be an "Moov, KANTOg AtdGTOAOC
apostle, set apart for the APMPLIOUEVOC EIC

gospel of God, which he gooyyEAov Oeov, O

promised beforehand hoemNYYEilOTO S10 TV
through his prophets in DOPNTAV CVDTOV &V
the holy Scriptures, DOPOTC AYLONG

“Gospel” (evayyéiov)
For Paul, the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ




Rom. 1:3 Rom. 1:3

concerning his Son, who mEPL TOD VIOV o TOY TOD
was descended from YEVOUEVOD €K CTEPLOTOC
David according to the Aavid kato odpka,

flesh

“Descended” (yivouor) 35x-Romans
“Change in nature from one state to another”




Rom. 1:4

and was declared to be
the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of
holiness by his

resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our
Lord,

Rom. 1:4

T00 0p160EVTOC VIOV Beoy
£V SUVALLEL KOTOL TTVEDLOL
AY1IOCVVNG £ AVOCTAGEMC
vekp®v, Moov Xpiotov
TOV Kupiov MUV,




Rom. 1:3

Rom. 1:4
Who was descended Declared to be
from David the Son of God in power
according to the fles according to the Spirit
| YEVOUEVOL 0p16HEVTOC
£K GTEPLATOC Aawio V1OV BEOV €V OLVAUEL
Kot copKa,

KOTO TTVEDLOL

SRS

RIS




Rom. 1:5

through whom we have
received grace and
apostleship to bring
about the obedience of
faith for the sake of his
name among all the
nations,

Rom. 1:5

51" 00 EMaPorev yépv Koi
QITOGTOATV €1C DTTOKOT|V
TLOTEMG EV TOGLY TOIC
£0veoty VITEP TOV OVOUOATOC

AVTOV,




Rom. 1:6 Rom. 1:6

Including you who are £V 01¢ £0Te Kol VUELC KANTOt
called to belong to Jesus "moov Xprotov,
Christ,




Rom. 1:7

To all those in Rome who
are loved by God and
called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rom. 1:7

TGV Tl ovowy &v Poun
ayoanntoic Oeov, KANTOIg
ayio1g, Yap1c LUV Kol
elpvn &o 00y ToTPOC

NUOV Koi Kupiov Moov
XP1oTOV.







“Claudius had commanded all the
Jews to leave Rome” (Acts 18:2)
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‘;To all those in Rome who are loved by =
God and called to be saints” (Rom 1:7) )
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Come hearthis =~
most important =
letter!
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