
A Study in Revelation



“No Drywall until the 

fire sprinklers are 

installed and checked!”



Class Construction



Class Construction



REVIEW

Bible as a library



Jesus: “These are my words that I spoke to you while 

I was still with you, that everything written about me 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms must be fulfilled” (Luke 24:44)



Paul: “Then what advantage has the Jew? … Much in 

every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted 

with the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2)



Peter: “Some things in [Paul’s letters] that are 

hard to understand… the ignorant and unstable 

twist to their own destruction, as they do the 

other Scriptures” (Romans 3:1-2)
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REVIEW

Bible as a library

Apocalyptic genre
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Biblical-era

Christian Apocalyptic

Apocalypse of Peter

Shepherd of Hermes

Jude 14-15

“It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 

prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands 

of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to convict all the 

ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have 

committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 

that ungodly sinners have spoken against him”

Titus 1:13-144



Biblical-era

Christian Apocalyptic

Apocalypse of Peter

Shepherd of Hermes

Jude 14-15

Titus 1:13-14, 2:1

“Rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 

not devoting themselves to Jewish myths…. But as for you, 

teach what accords with sound doctrine. ”



Biblical Apocalyptic

Daniel Revelation

Isaiah 24-27 Zechariah Ezekiel

Isaiah 55-66



REVIEW

Bible as a library

Apocalyptic genre

Apocalyptic traits



Especially animals!



“For you formed my inward parts; 

you knitted me together in my 

mother’s womb” (Ps. 139:13)



Especially animals!

Daniel
ApDaniel 8

The Goat



Peculiar 

Use of 

Numbers



A DIVINE number
Daniel prays 3x a day

3X Levitical blessing

1) The LORD bless you and keep you;

2) The LORD make his face to shine upon 

you and be gracious to you;

3) The LORD lift up his countenance upon 

you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

3X Isaiah throne scene

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts” 

(Isaiah 6:3)

3X Revelation throne scene

1) Holy, holy, holy

2) is the Lord God Almighty

3) who was and is and is to come. (Rev. 4:)



A DIVINE number
Babylonian triad heads pantheon

Incantations of threes

Sun pathway three sections/deities

War sacrifices to 3 gods



An EARTHLY numberFour winds of earth

Four corners of earth

“After this I saw four angels 

standing at the four corners 

of the earth, holding back the 

four winds of the earth, that 

no wind might blow on earth 

or sea or against any tree” 

(Rev. 7:1)

Marduk has fourfold vision

Greek’s four elements



H

E

A

V

E

N

E

A

R

T

H

C

O

M

P

L

E

T

E



C

O

M

P

L

E

T

E

7 Days of creation

7-fold vengeance

Tabernacle, temple and garb

Jericho
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Babylonian flood story

Ashipu ritual (altars, incense, wine)

7 doors to the underworld

Greeks: stars of 7



* Hippocrates’s 7 ages of man, 

built around 7-year cycles 

* 7 stars in constellations

“the principle of the number 

seven, after having begun from 

above, descended also to us and 

visited the race of mortals.”

* 7 parts of the soul (5 senses 

plus the power to speak and 

procreate)

* 7 entrails to a human (stomach, 

heart, lung, spleen, liver, and two 

kidneys)



* parts to the body (2 Legs, 2 

arms, belly, chest, and head)

* 7 features to the head (2 eyes, 2 

ears, 2 nostrils, and a mouth)

“I doubt whether anyone could 

adequately celebrate the 

properties of the number seven, 

for they are beyond all words”



Peculiar 

Use of 

Numbers



Visions 

and 

Dreams



Daniel 2:3-4 

And the king said to them, 

“I had a dream, and my 

spirit is troubled to know 

the dream.” Then the 

Chaldeans said to the king 

in Aramaic, “O king, live 

forever! Tell your servants 

the dream, and we will 

show the interpretation.” 

Daniel 2:3-4 

ֹיּוַ  םוֹל֣חֲ 2לֶמֶּ֖הַ םהֶ֛לָ רמֶא֧
 תעַדַ֖לָ יחִ֔וּר םעֶפָּ֣תִּוַ יתִּמְלָ֑חָ
 וּר֧בְּדַיְ וַֽ ׃םוֹלֽחֲהַ־תאֶֽ
 תימִ֑רָאֲ 2לֶמֶּ֖לַ םידִּ֛שְׂכַּהַ
 רמַ֥אֱ ייִ֔חֱ ןימִ֣לְעָלְ א֙כָּלְמַ
 ]2דָ֖בְעַ[]לְ[ 2יִדַּבְעַלְ אמָ֛לְחֶ
׃אוֵּֽחַנְ ארָ֥שְׁפִוּ



Daniel 7:2 

Daniel declared, “I saw in 

my vision by night, and 

behold, the four winds of 

heaven were stirring up 

the great sea.

Daniel 7:2 

 ה֥זֵחָ רמַ֔אָוְ ל֙איֵּנִדָ הנֵ֤עָ
 א֑יָלְילֵֽ־םעִ יוִ֖זְחֶבְּ תיוֵ֛הֲ
 איָּ֔מַשְׁ יחֵ֣וּר ע֙בַּרְאַ וּר֗אֲוַ
׃אבָּֽרַ אמָּ֥יַלְ ןחָ֖יגִמְ



Coming 

Cataclysm



An Age

to Come



Angels 

and 

Demons



Pseudonymity







Class Construction



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

How does the 

book flow?



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

Do we tie each symbol to 

one particular event?

Daniel 8

The Goat



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

Do we tie each symbol to 

one particular event?

Do see the images as 

greater than a single event?





666=

Nero

Pope Leo X

Martin Luther

H. Kissinger

Ku Klux Klan
Hitler



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

Do we tie each symbol to 

one particular event?

Do see the images as 

greater than a single event?



Tyconius

(300’s AD)

“Particular if readily 

understood; otherwise, a 

general idea”



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

Do we tie each symbol to 

one particular event?

Do see the images as 

greater than a single event?



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

How does the 

book flow?



How do we 

understand 

the symbols?

How does the 

book flow?



How does the 

book flow?
Is it a chronological timeline?

Multiple visions covering repeated information

Multiple visions covering repeated information

Multiple visions covering repeated information

Multiple visions covering repeated information

Multiple visions covering repeated information

Multiple visions covering repeated information



Tyconius

(300’s AD)

The visions cover much 

the same territory and 

recapitulate each other



Daniel

Ch. 7 vision covering Babylon to Seleucids

Ch. 8 vision covering Medes/Persians to Romans

Ch. 11 vision covering Persians to Seleucids

1 Enoch



Class Construction



Rev. 1:1-2 

The revelation of Jesus 

Christ, which God gave 

him to show to his 

servants the things that 

must soon take place. He 

made it known by 

sending his angel to his 

servant John…

Rev. 1:1-2

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ ἣν ἔδωκεν

αὐτῷ ὁ θεὸς δεῖξαι τοῖς

δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ

γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ

ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας

διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ

τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ

Ἰωάννῃ



Rev. 1:1-2 

The revelation of Jesus 

Christ, which God gave 

him to show to his 

servants the things that 

must soon take place. He 

made it known by 

sending his angel to his 

servant John…

Rev. 1:1-2

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ ἣν ἔδωκεν

αὐτῷ ὁ θεὸς δεῖξαι τοῖς

δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ

γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ

ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας

διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ

τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ

Ἰωάννῃ

Daniel: “there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, 

and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what 

will be in the latter days” (Dan. 2:28)

John: “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 

the Father’s side, he has made him known” (Jn. 1:18)



Rev. 1:1-2 

The revelation of Jesus 

Christ, which God gave 

him to show to his 

servants the things that 

must soon take place. He 

made it known by 

sending his angel to his 

servant John…

Rev. 1:1-2

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ ἣν ἔδωκεν

αὐτῷ ὁ θεὸς δεῖξαι τοῖς

δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ

γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ

ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας

διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ

τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ

Ἰωάννῃ

Rom. 16:20; Lk 18:8
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Rev. 1:1-2 

The revelation of Jesus 

Christ, which God gave 

him to show to his 

servants the things that 

must soon take place. He 

made it known by 

sending his angel to his 

servant John…

Rev. 1:1-2

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ ἣν ἔδωκεν

αὐτῷ ὁ θεὸς δεῖξαι τοῖς

δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ

γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ

ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας

διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ

τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ

Ἰωάννῃ

σημαίνω – Make the symbols 
or signs known



Rev. 1:1-2 

…who bore witness to the 

word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, 

even to all that he saw.

Rev. 1:1-2

…ὃς ἐμαρτύρησεν τὸν
λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ
τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ
Χριστοῦ ὅσα εἶδεν.



Rev. 1:3 

Blessed is the one who 

reads aloud the words of 

this prophecy, and 

blessed are those who 

hear, and who keep what 

is written in it, for the 

time is near.

Rev. 1:3

Μακάριος ὁ
ἀναγινώσκων καὶ οἱ
ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους
τῆς προφητείας καὶ
τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ
γεγραμμένα, ὁ γὰρ
καιρὸς ἐγγύς.
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Rev. 1:3 

Blessed is the one who 

reads aloud the words of 

this prophecy, and 

blessed are those who 

hear, and who keep what 

is written in it, for the 

time is near.

Rev. 1:3

Μακάριος ὁ
ἀναγινώσκων καὶ οἱ
ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους
τῆς προφητείας καὶ
τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ
γεγραμμένα, ὁ γὰρ
καιρὸς ἐγγύς.



God is bigger 

than I realize

“The revelation of Jesus 

Christ, which God gave 

him…” (Rev. 1:1)



God cares

“which God gave him to 

show to his servants the 

things that must soon take 

place …” (Rev. 1:1)



Let’s enjoy the 

blessings!

“Blessed is the one who 

reads aloud the words of 

this prophecy, and blessed 

are those who hear …” 

(Rev. 1:3)



A Study in Revelation


