
Free	
  Will,	
  Moral	
  
Responsibility	
  and	
  the	
  	
  

Infinite	
  Just	
  God	
  



God	
  makes	
  choices;	
  
his	
  image	
  bearers	
  make	
  choices;	
  

Failure	
  to	
  accept	
  that	
  stems	
  from	
  a	
  
view	
  of	
  God	
  that	
  is	
  s9ll	
  too	
  small!	
  	
  



God	
  makes	
  choices;	
  
his	
  image	
  bearers	
  make	
  choices;	
  

Failure	
  to	
  accept	
  that	
  stems	
  from	
  a	
  
view	
  of	
  God	
  that	
  is	
  s9ll	
  too	
  small!	
  	
  



B.F.	
  Skinner	
  
(1909-­‐1990)	
  



B.F.	
  Skinner	
  
(1909-­‐1990)	
  

1971	
  



1971	
  



B.F.	
  Skinner	
  
(1909-­‐1990)	
  

The	
  father	
  of	
  
“behaviorism”	
  



1971	
  
The	
  father	
  of	
  
“behaviorism”	
  

Skinner	
  was	
  a	
  	
  
“hard	
  determinist”	
  









Everything you think �



Everything you think �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �

DNA �
Environment �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �

DNA �
Environment �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �

DNA �
Environment �

No cho ices! �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �

DNA �
Environment �

No cho ices! �
No moral responsibility! �



Everything you think �

Everything you do �

DNA �
Environment �

No cho ices! �
No moral responsibility! �
Good/bad is �
whatever we want �



Skinner	
  was	
  a	
  	
  
“hard	
  determinist”	
  



Skinner	
  was	
  a	
  	
  
“hard	
  determinist”	
  Ski

nner	
  w
as	
  a	
  

“Crack
pot”?

	
  



Skinner	
  was	
  a	
  	
  
“hard	
  determinist”	
  Ski

nner	
  w
as	
  a	
  

“Crack
pot”?

	
  

“If you plan to read only one!
Book this year, this is probably!
The one you should choose!”!

--The New York Times 



Skinner	
  was	
  a	
  	
  
“hard	
  determinist”	
  

“If you plan to read only one!
Book this year, this is probably!
The one you should choose!”!

--The New York Times 

Review of General Psychology 
2002, Vol. 6, No. 2, 139-152 

The 100 Most Eminent Psychologists 
of the 20th Century 

Rank Name 

1  Skinner, B. F. 
2  Piaget, Jean 
3  Freud, Sigmund 



Review of General Psychology 
2002, Vol. 6, No. 2, 139-152 

The 100 Most Eminent Psychologists 
of the 20th Century 

Rank Name 

1   
2  Piaget, Jean 
3 



Review of General Psychology 
2002, Vol. 6, No. 2, 139-152 

The 100 Most Eminent Psychologists 
of the 20th Century 

Rank Name 

1  Skinner, B. F. 
2  Piaget, Jean 
3    



Review of General Psychology 
2002, Vol. 6, No. 2, 139-152 

The 100 Most Eminent Psychologists 
of the 20th Century 

Rank Name 

1  Skinner, B. F. 
2  Piaget, Jean 
3  Freud, Sigmund 



“Determinism”	
  



“Determinism”	
  

The	
  state	
  of	
  
all	
  things	
  at	
  
a	
  specific	
  
point	
  in	
  
Qme	
  “A”	
  



“Determinism”	
  

The	
  state	
  of	
  
all	
  things	
  at	
  
a	
  specific	
  
point	
  in	
  
Qme	
  “A”	
  

The	
  state	
  of	
  
all	
  things	
  at	
  
a	
  specific	
  
point	
  in	
  
Qme	
  “B”	
  



“Determinism”	
  

The	
  state	
  of	
  
all	
  things	
  at	
  
a	
  specific	
  
point	
  in	
  
Qme	
  “A”	
  

The	
  state	
  of	
  
all	
  things	
  at	
  
a	
  specific	
  
point	
  in	
  
Qme	
  “B”	
  

All	
  	
  
CHANGES	
  
are	
  due	
  
only	
  to	
  
the	
  laws	
  
of	
  physics	
  



“Determinism”	
   “Non-­‐
Determinism”	
  



“Determinism”	
   “Non-­‐
Determinism”	
  



“Determinism”	
   “Non-­‐
Determinism”	
  

“CompaQbilism”	
  



Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  
dignity	
  has	
  man?	
  



Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  truth	
  is	
  there	
  
in	
  words	
  of	
  praise?	
  

Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  
dignity	
  has	
  man?	
  



Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  How	
  can	
  one	
  be	
  
truly	
  responsible	
  for	
  one’s	
  acQons?	
  

Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  truth	
  is	
  there	
  
in	
  words	
  of	
  praise?	
  

Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  
dignity	
  has	
  man?	
  



Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  How	
  can	
  one	
  be	
  
truly	
  responsible	
  for	
  one’s	
  acQons?	
  

Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  truth	
  is	
  there	
  
in	
  words	
  of	
  praise?	
  

Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  
dignity	
  has	
  man?	
  

Without	
  Free	
  Will,	
  what	
  value	
  is	
  
there	
  to	
  love	
  and	
  friendship?	
  





EXPERIENCE:	
  



EXPERIENCE:	
  
Cause	
  and	
  Effect	
  

is	
  true	
  



EXPERIENCE:	
  

Cause	
  and	
  Effect	
  
is	
  true	
  

Who	
  pushed	
  	
  
the	
  first	
  domino?	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  

God	
  is	
  
INFINITE	
  
(Ps.	
  139)	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

God	
  is	
  
INFINITE	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  

And	
  we	
  are	
  
image	
  bearers	
  

(Rev.	
  3)	
  



We	
  are	
  a	
  finite	
  
people	
  

God	
  is	
  
INFINITE	
  

We	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  	
  
finite	
  universe	
  

With	
  consistent	
  laws	
  of	
  
cause	
  and	
  effect	
  

And	
  we	
  are	
  
image	
  bearers	
  

Reflect	
  God’s	
  
consistent	
  
character	
  



We	
  have	
  moral	
  responsibility	
  



We	
  have	
  moral	
  responsibility	
  

God	
  properly	
  must	
  judge	
  
unrighteousness	
  



We	
  have	
  moral	
  responsibility	
  

God	
  properly	
  must	
  judge	
  
unrighteousness	
  

There	
  be^er	
  be	
  a	
  soluQon!	
  



God	
  makes	
  choices;	
  
his	
  image	
  bearers	
  make	
  choices;	
  

Failure	
  to	
  accept	
  that	
  stems	
  from	
  a	
  
view	
  of	
  God	
  that	
  is	
  s9ll	
  too	
  small!	
  	
  



If	
  you	
  sense	
  the	
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  of	
  God,	
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  have	
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“the	
  judgment	
  of	
  God	
  rightly	
  falls	
  on	
  those	
  
who	
  prac9ce	
  such	
  things	
  …	
  But	
  now	
  a	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  God	
  is	
  made	
  manifest”	
  

(Rom.	
  2:2;	
  3:21)	
  

Come	
  next	
  week	
  for	
  
“The	
  Audacity	
  of	
  the	
  ResurrecQon”	
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