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Reality and the  
God of Truth 



If you think that you alone can 
determine truth, 

then your God is still too small!  
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What is real or true? 

Are relationships real? 
Is the world real? 

Do actions matter? 
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Pontius Pilate 
(33 AD) 

You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this 
purpose I have come into the 

world— to bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the 

truth listens to my voice 
 (Jn. 18:37)  
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What is truth?  
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Problems with Descartes 

1- The mind is 
not flawless 

2- The mind is 
limited by 
preconceptions 

3- Some truths 
are unknowable 
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The Biblical Perspective 

The fallen 
and limited 

mind 

Rom. 1:18-28 

1 Cor. 1:18-25 
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The 
importance 

of revelation 

1 Cor. 2:1-16 
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What is Truth? 

Hebrew: 

Something stable, firm, or reliable 

(emet - אמת)  

Greek: (aletheia – αληθεια) 

John 14 
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What is Truth? 

Truth is outside of man! 



What is Truth? 

Truth is outside of man! 

What does man do with the truth? 
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Anselm of Canterbury 
(1033-1109)  

Nor do I seek to 
understand that I may 
believe, but I believe 

that I may understand.  
For this, too, I believe, 

that, unless I first 
believe, I shall not 

understand. 



If you think that you alone can 
determine truth, 

then your God is still too small!  
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Points for home 

“You will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free ” 

(Jn. 8:32) 

Seek  the truth! 
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Points for home 

“I am the way [road], and the truth, and 
the life” 
(Jn. 14:6) 

The ultimate question is not “what is truth,” 
It is “What do I do with the truth?” 
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may be able to stand against the schemes 

of the devil… Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth ” 
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Points for home 

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the schemes 

of the devil… Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth ” 

(Eph. 6:12, 14) 

Truth protects! 
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