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Agnostics don’t believe
in God, but aren’t ready 
to say they are certain

there is no God.



Dr. Bob and the 
importance of a fair jury

Here are the instructions for answering the questions.

1. Do not let bias, prejudice, or sympathy play any part in 

your decision.
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Weighing the 
Evidence

Evidence for 
God

Evidence against 
God

Perceptions of reality
1. Why is there objective right/wrong?
2. Why is there “beauty”?
3. Why is “justice” and “fair” important?
4. Why is there a basis for dignity and honor?
5. Why do we uniquely value humanity?
6. Why is there meaning and significance in life?
7. Why do my actions fail to meet my standards?

Negative perceptions and questions
1. Why is there suffering?
2. Why can’t we see God?
3. Why do many prayers seem unanswered?
4. How does God mesh with science making 

sense of the cosmos?
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Why is there beauty?

Physical beauty . . . can be appreciated only by the 
mind. This would be impossible, if this ‘idea’ of beauty 
were not found in the mind in a more perfect form . . . 
But even here, if this ‘idea’ of beauty were not subject 
to change, one person would not be a better judge of 

sensible beauty than another . . . This consideration has 
readily persuaded men of ability and learning . . . that 

the original ‘idea’ is not to be found in this sphere, 
where it is shown to be subject to change . . . 

Augustine 
(354-430)
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Why is there beauty?

And so they saw that there must be some being 
in which the original form [of beauty] resides, 

unchangeable, and therefore incomparable. And 
they rightly believed that it is there that the 

origin of things is to be found, in the uncreated, 
which is the source of all creation.

- Augustine, The City of God

Augustine 
(354-430)
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Consider the peacock
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Subjective

Beauty is no quality in things 
themselves: It exists merely in the 

mind which contemplates them; and 
each mind perceives a different 
beauty. One person may even 

perceive deformity, where another is 
sensible of beauty; and every 

individual ought to acquiesce in his 
own sentiment, without pretending 

to regulate those of others 
- David Hume
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Stephen Fry

I’d say, “Bone cancer in children? What’s that 
about?  How dare you? How dare you create a 
world to which there is such misery that is not 
our fault?  It’s not right, it’s utterly, utterly evil.  

Why should I respect a capricious, mean-minded, 
stupid God who creates a world which is so full of 

injustice and pain?” That’s what I would say.” 
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Stephen Fry

The host, a bit taken aback, asked, “And you think 
you are going to get in, like that?”

“No, but I wouldn’t want to,” Fry countered. “I 
wouldn’t want to get in on his terms. They are 
wrong.”
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Justice is one of God’s 
requirements for his followers
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“One thing have I asked of the 
LORD, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD to inquire in his temple ”

(Ps. 27:4)
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Beholding the beauty of God 
is a worthy pursuit
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“In your hearts honor Christ 

the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect ”
(1 Pet. 3:15)
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the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect ”
(1 Pet. 3:15)

These are important questions
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