The Long and Winding Road
Moses and the Exodus

There are hundreds of characters i n the
Testament” by nfangkynJudaiamt One ahlarhctedstands aut above all
others, both in the amount of space dedicated to him as well as the role he played in the
foundations of the faith. That man was Moses. King David is the only other person who
comes close, but David is nibte prophet that Moses was, nor did David lay out the law

that served as the buitdijb | ocks f or the nation of | srael
orTorah i n Hebrew, I's even another name for

When one considers the Five Book&wses chronologically, as they are ordered in books

as opposed to separate scrotls first book isGenesis It laid the foundations or
beginnings necessary to understandstibey of Moses. The second book begins the story

of Moses directly. InErlgi sh Bi bl es, that book is calle

exodos €€ 0ol , I ndi cat i n gbook gls the gory @fuGod delivering lnis s
people from captivity in Egypt, as they “oc¢
Hebrew Scripg r e s , the book i s called “Shemot?” or
scroll.)

The third book, ““Naykd (1T Hde s cimHebrenvggiveslnsighth or
into the work of the Levites or priests, includinges of worship angdacrifice, rules of
cleanliness, and various instructions of h
o r Berhidbaf (“in the wilderness?”) i n H ehbtr e w, |

become a nation at the foof Mount Sinai, attempt to entédne Promised Land, biihe

first generations consigned to waler in the wilderness for fortyeprs because of a lack

of faith (chaps. 125). The rest of Numbers explaitie rise of the second generation, the
generation of hope nalssrmon andigd ihto theelamd@he fihals e s’
book is “Deuteronbevagntf (Hht BEegwoskdsaphdi h Hel
contains speeches and final instructions of Moses to the people.

Itis in the final book of Moses, that Moses delivered an inambiprophecy to the people.
He promised them that

A prophet like me- from your midst, from your brothersthe LORD your
Godwill cause to arise before you, and to him you must listen (Dt. 18:15).

This signal promise is madeefocus of the finalerses of the final book of Moses when,
after recording the death of Moses, the prophet adds the comment,

And no prophet like Moses has arisen in Israel since. Moses knew God face
to face, was sent by God to Egypt and Pharaoh doing signs and wonders to
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Pharaoh’”s servants and | ands, and did aw
i n God’s might-g2.power (Dt. 34:10
Israel was to look for such a person, but as of the final prophetic editing of the Books of
Moses, no such person had arisen.

The next section of the Hebrew Bible will harken back to these words. In the next
chronol ogi cal scroll or book (“Joshua” in
Israel were instructed clearly to keep meditating on and living by the books of.Moses

Don’t | et this book of | aw | eave your n
Keep it, watch itpreserve it, so that you can do all that is irFbr then your
paths willlead you tesuccessand you willbecome wise and understanding.

The instructons would give them insights into lifelt would give them direction. They

would not only know how to live dalgy-day, but would always be attuned to look for the

one that Moses promised, the one who would know God intimately, would do signs and
wondersbef ore the worl d, and would mani fest G
God’ s people from bondage.

Reading each Old Testament page after these, one finds some amazing prophets, but never
one who was like Moses in these ways. For that, one neessd@ast the Old Testament

into the pages of the New Testament. In Jesus, we find the one whom Moses spoke of.
The power of Jesus as the fulfillment of this prophecy is seen in the ways that Jesus worked
powerfully on earthand especi@y in the awesom@ower of God displayed in the death

and resurrection of Jesus. The imagery of the story of Moses is woven throughout the
ministry and work of Jesus. Moses reflects the life and ministry of Jesus in remarkable
depth.

The Background Storyline

The Genesis story sets up the story of Moses in ewayynecessary. It not only explains

the big questions of [|ife: “What are we d
“How do we explain the moral di | emmaéde of hu
more to |ife?” “Why are we driven to fill
“ls there something greater than us, S0 me:
God make in |ife?” “How do wres absoryliheof el at
God’ s promises to restore a |l ost intimacy

The Genesis storyline begins a narrow focus on a race of people that descend from
Abr aham. Abraham’ s offspring ar egeoplegseopl e
the source of one who is going to bless all nations. This one is going to set aright what sin
destroyed. He will restore the right relationship with God.



Genesis then follows the promise through A
rest s on | saac’ ,datesirolifered a me . “hastwebv®donsThese
become known as “the twelve tribes of | sr
proliferate into great numbers.

Those twelve brothers had a tumultuous refeghip. Sibling rivalry is too mild a phrase.
The brothers came from four different mothers, and of those four, only twaowerary
wives of Jacob. The twarimarywives were sisters, one of whom Jacob wanted, the other
was foisted upon him.

Eachwi f e jockeyed for Jacob’s affection, an
bear Jacob sons. The lesser liked wife, Leah, was able to bear children and she did so
readily. The preferred wife Rachel seemed barren and used her attendant asudesubsti
Rachel’' s attendant became the mother of se
Leah’' s fertility waned, Leah also gave her

Finally, Rachel bore Jacob a son, Joseph. Not surprisinglyaguthe mothers competed

for Jacob’s aff edosephpmne w s wop disdavdhiteé, antlacobn i3 .
made no pretense of hidimgs favoritism It stoked a hot anger in the other brothers, and
Joseph’s actions added fuel to the fl ames.

Joseph was a dreameHe dreamedreams that had his older brothers, their families, and
even Joseph’s parents, bowing down and pa
brothers had had it. Finding a good opportunity to bring Joseph down, they thbaght a

killing him, but decided instead to make some money off of him, selling him into slavery.
Then they led their fatheo believe Joseph was dead.

The story of Joseph in Egypt takes up a good bit of the final chapters in Genesis. This
storylineexplains the presence of the Hebrews as a huge group of people in Egypt. In the

mi dst of | i fe’s ups and down shecamehsecomdtond of
Pharaoh iregypt. Famine struck the land, and it was Joseph who had préiperfaine

to work to the benefit of the Egyptians, and the great benefit of Pharaoh.

The famine also afflicted Jacob and his family in Canaan, and they made trips to Egypt to
get necessary food for survival. Unknowingly, at first, they were bowing before Joseph
whom they failed to recognize. The decades and cultural changes made Joseph
unrecognizable to them. As recognition finally sunk in, Joseph was restored to his family,
and the larger family all came to live and prosper in Egypt.

Genesis draws to a closetivthe family of Jacob and his sons in Egypt. Joseph dies toward
the end of the book, but not before reminding the reader of a core promise from God. God
had promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to give them the land of Canaan. This promise



Is a constantdrumbet accompanying the promise of an offspring who would fix the
problems started in Edenl oseph reminds his family of G
brothers swear that they wil!/ take Joseph
God’' s titme is righ

For four hundred years the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived and proliferated
in Egypt. In this time frame, the second book of Moses begins.

The Moses Storyline

For a timethe Egyptias favored the Israelitedut with regime changeame a change in
status. Thdsraelitesbecame slaves to a new set bRaohs.Harsh years of slavery and
bondageame, and yet the Israelites continued to grow in nunmbecombat this growth,
a certain Raraoh decied to reign in breeding. Thé&a o h’ s was to kilt allnmale
children born to the Israelite women.

Into this particularly cruel time, a woman from the tribe of Levi gave birth to a son. She
desperately wanted her son to live, so she made a basket out of bulrushes (the skbrew u
the word “ark,"” the same word used for N o
into the basket and had it set in reeds on the banks of the Nile. With the older sister
watching safely from a distance, the mother soon learned that the infanésgasd by

Phar aoh’ whodoand gwhiledathingintheNilePhar aoh’ s dttaight er
boy “Moses,” a common Egegbtidn” npene &arsaao
fortuitously sounds like the Hebrew verb one would use for drawing something out of the
water.

Through the ol der Mossetse'r ' mo trheesro unugsendid h measr
during his infancyMoses was r ai sed, however, as one
Hebrew | ineage kept secret by Pharaoh’s de
but when Moses became older, he became inflamed over seeing an Eggait@iibbrew.

Moses lashed out, killing the Egyptian.

Nothing happened in a vacuum. God was not blind or ignoring anything that occurred. As
humanity made their choices, each decision fit into the plan of God, who was working
toward fulfilling each praise he made.

Under the rubric that “no good deed goes
his Hebrew kin, backfired. Other Hebrew witnesses let the word out about Moses and
suddenly Pharaoh targeted Moses for death. Moses fled into tlezveids, finding a new

life as a shepherd.



Moses went out among his brothers and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian
beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers... and he killed the Egyptian.” (Exodus 1:13, 2:11-12)

In the wilderness, Moses meets the familyJethroa shepherd, and eventually marries
Zipporah, one of e t hdaughtess.Moses begins a family, and his life seems to run on a
separate track from where hergta.

Meanwhile, in Egypt the Pharaoh died, &né slavery continued. The people were crying
out to God for rescue, and God’'s timing

On the slopes of Mount Sinai, Moses was taking care of tha
flocks when he saw a bush oinef but not burning up.
Moses went to investigate. Before Moses could get to t
bush, a voice came forth instructing him to take off h
shoes, for he was on holy ground. This was an encour
with God.

On Mount Sinai today, at the oldest continuousastery
still thriving (St. Cathe
the bush that tradition establishes as the original. Althou
one might not believe the bush to be the authentic one, :
some question even if the location of Sinai is correct, sot
principles behind the current bush are worth noting.

God called to him from within
the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!” And
Moses said, ‘Here | am (Ex. 3:4)

Our family toured the monastery in the summer of 201(
led by Father Justin, a Greek Orthodox monk who is tl

l i brarian at the monastery (*“St. Cat her i

W a

e monk

n



Father Justin showed us the bushjch is unusually bushy by now! | asked him what
kind of bush it was. He answered that it was a part of the bramble family, related to the
American blackberry. It was not, however, a fruit bearing plant.

The bush was not the feature point of the margstin fact, it was almost tucked away in

a back area, somewhat hard to find. When | commented on the near obscurity of the bush,
Father Justin explained thie bush should not be a fopaliint, the focus should be on the
revelation ofthe LORD God.

Father Justin asked our family why we think God appeared in a bush. Before we offered
any answer, he explained that tlseaelitescoming out of Egypt were easily prone to
idolatry. God spoke from a bush because it was so ordinary and unimpressivedit woul
never be elevated to idol status. Had God spoken from a great tree, he reasoned, the
Israelites would have worshipped great trees. Had God spoken from an animal, the
Israelites would have likely worshipped the animal.

Instead, God spoke from a lowlypmfruit bearing bramble bush. Something so homely

and weesdike in appearance would never be ascribed any grandness to it for idolatrous
worship. Father Justin then explained the point carried through the New Testament and
into today. We elevate nbbw God said something, buthat God said. The message is

the key. He saw a parallel in the continued work of the Holy Spirit today. He explained
that the focus should al ways be on God’s n
the means by whicliné message is delivered.

Fat her Justin’ s views on the bush, and 1 ts
an approach to the exodus that finds expression in the New Testament, in the early church,
and throughout Christian historyThe exodustsry is replete with events that foreshadow

the life of Christ, the walk of the believer, and the practice of the church.

The Passover

God called Moses to return to Egypt and demand that Pharaoh let the Israelites leave.
Moses was reticent, viewing himself unequal to the task. God explained that God was the
deliverer, not Moses, and eventually Moses chose to do as God instructed.

Mosesreturned to Egypt and confronted Pharaoh, but to no avail. Pharaoh refused to let
the I sraelites go. Moses announced God’ s
at a time. Sometimes Pharaoh seemed to relent, but ultimately, through theotoinee
plagues, Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the Israelites go.

Moses pronounced a tenth plague on the land and its people. About midnight, God was
going to move throughout the | and and ¢t ake
son to the firstborn of a slave girl. Even the firstborn of the cattle would die (Ex. 11:4).



The only exception to this sweeping death would be f

the Israelites who followed certain instructions of Goc|}' o

For these Israelites, the memorial feasisvknown as
the “Passover’ for as G
striking the firstborn dead, he passed over the house:

Israelites who followed his instructions.

The Israelites were to kill a male lamb without blemist
take his blood, and place it oretdoorposts as well as

the lintel of the houses where the families gather||";

together to eat the Passover meal. God specifica
noted that,

When | see the blood, | will pass over you, an
no plague will befall you to destroy you, when
strike the land oEgypt (Ex. 12:13).

As the plague took place, Pharaoh summoned Mos

rougho

“On that same night | will pass
through Egypt and strike down
every firstborn.” (Exodus 12:12)

and Aaron that very night and released the Israelites

from their slavery. God instructed Moses that from that
time on,

The first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both ofamémof

beast, is mine (Ex. 13:1).

earlier, and closely tying
promises made centuries

pillar of fire by night.

slaughter was set ttake

amazing miracle.

By day in a pillar of cloud to guide
them on their way and by night in
a pillar of fire (Exodus 13:21).

Before | ong,
chariots in pursuit. The chariots caught up with the
Israelites before the Re(e)d Sea where an apparent

The people left Egypt by a route God,geking the bones
of Joseph, fulfilling a promise made four hundred years

the story of the Exodus to the
earlier

God led be Israelites by a pillar of cloud by day and a

Pharaoh'’ s heart

place. While the Israelites

panicked, God held off the Egyptians long enough for an



As the Israelite people were in a panic, God instructed Moses to lift his staff, stretch out
his hand, and divide the sea. The Israelites thesseth while the Egyptians who followed
were swept into the sea, drowning.

The Lord led Israel through the wilderness, providing good water to drink and manna to
eat. Israel learned lessons of relying on the Lord in battle and Moses learned lessons of
delggating responsibility. Eventually, Israel came to Mount Sinai where the Lord called
Moses up on the mountain to deliver an invitation to covenant.

“The waters were divided and the “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I “Strike the rock and water will
Israelites went through the sea on will rain down bread from come out of it for the people to
dry ground.” (Exodus 14:21-22) heaven for you.” (Exodus 16:4) drink.” (Exodus 17:6)

Then after some purifying preparations, the Lord descended on Mount Sinai in a cloud with
thunder andightning. God then called Moses up the mountain and delivered to him the
Ten Commandments.

The people stayed afar, both out of fright and because God
had instructed them to do so through Moses. God then
delivered other laws to Moses, starting with laws
concerning his own character and the building of altars.
Significantly, his next set of laws dealt with the treatment
of slaves, a sensitive point to these people just released
from a lifetime of bondage. Following that, the laws
covered a myriad of cagories from torts to loaning
money.

“And | will give you the tablets of
stone, with the law and
commands | have written for their
instruction.” (Exodus 24:12)




God gave Moses instructions for building the Ark of th—=
Covenant and the other tabernacle matters. |||
consecrated priests from the family of Aaron. He s||,
up taxes and called special people to do spec||:
craftsmanship on items associated with worship.

During this time, Moses was somewhat delayed
returning to a restless people. The Israelites demanc

t hat Aaron fashi on “gods |0 befc
32:1). Aaron relented, making a golden calf with a|§
dtar. To this, the people professed to each othe}
“These are your gods, O brough

of the land of Egypt’® ( b=——

“Then have them make a
God expressed the gravity of this sin to Mose| sanctuaryforme, and I will dwell
threatening to deliver the destruction that the peof SR )
deserved. Mses implored God to relent, and his

intercessory prayers were answered. Moses then descended the mountain carrying the Ten
Commandments written on stone by the hand of God.

When Moses actually saw what the people were doing, the idolatry and caroggnedan

him so much he threw down God’s tablets br
into powder, mixed it into water, and made the Israelites drink it. Moses called out those
who would obey the Lord, and the Levites answered. Moses had thereslapellious

and then ordained the Levites for God’' s se

As Moses continued to serve the Lord and serve as his intermediary with the people, Moses
was moved to ask a favor of God, “Pl ease s
not let Mosesdok upon his glory, but did let his goodness pass before Moses and let Moses
behold his back. God then wrote the commandments on a new set of tablets Moses cut
from the stone.

Moses came down from Sinai with the new set of tablets and Moses did nat readiz
brightly his face glowed from talking with God. The people were afraid, and Moses wore
a veil to cover the brightness while talking to his people.

The book of Exodus ends with the tabernacle built and set up. At that point,

The cloud covered therneof meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabernacle (Ex. 40:34).

Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy carry forth further adventures of the Israelites as
they are taught more law, attempt to enter the Promised Land, suffer the wilderness for
forty years for their faithless fears, and live in the tug of war between belief and rebellion.

One notable example is Numbers 29:&here the people begin to grumble anew over the



provisions of God. (“We | oat he (tthelLosd wor t |
sent fiery serpents among the people, biting and killing many. This brings the people to
repentance, and at God’s instruction, Mo s e
Anyone bit by a serpent would live if they looked up at the sémpethe pole.

TheBooks of Moses endith the people leaving Moses to die while they venture forth to
conquer and dwell in Canaan, the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, andBatcbéfore

it ends, the people are assured that God has not completeddrispation. The people are

not in the Il and simply to |ive out the fu
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was not only of land. It was that through their offspring would
come one who would bless all people. Thiscompngo mi sed one woul d d
people from the bondage of sin and death, set in motion in Eden in the beginning.

“Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land |
am about to give to them—to the Israelites.” (Joshua 1:2)

The Promise Fulfilled

The pages of the Hebrew Scriptures close without a Messiah having come to fulfill all of
God’ s pr omi s emtinue toTldole forypaedg &ach section of the Hebrew
Scriptures projects forward this promise, linking the future to the time that has passed.

This is shown in the first section of the Hebrew Bible where the pages of the Law (or the
Books of Moses) end Wi the prophetic promise one would come like Moses. The next
section of the Hebrew Bible is commonly <ce
the Israelites were to study and focus on the Law. As the people did this, they would

10



naturally have thie attention drawn to the promise of a coming Messiah, one who would
be like Moses in many ways.

This second grouping of Hebrew scrifheures,
|l ast “book” in the grouping called “the Pr
Moses, the first grouping, and reiterating the coming Messiah who would not only be a
priest like Moses, but also a prophet reminding the people of the grehepEijah.

Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that |
commanded him at Horeb for all IsraelBe h o | d, I wi || send vyc
prophet before the great and awesome day of drblcomes. And he will

turn the hearts of fathers their children and the hearts of children to their

fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction

(Malachi 4:46).

The Messiah hasn’t come yet. The promi sed
downfall fromsinhasnt yet arri ved. But more clues t
priest, and one like Elijah, a prophet. Yet there is still more.

The third and final grouping of Hebrew Scr
begins with Psalms and endgmChronicles. Like the sections before, both the beginning

and ewling of this groupreinforces the storyline of the Messiah. The Psdlewgnthe

section calling blessings on those who meditate on the first grouping of Scriptures, the
“Law.” tierbeokseof Moses, Genesis through Deuteronomy. These books set

out all of the issues and promises noted earls®, there is a blessing on meditating and

being attuned to the message of Moses.

The Chronicles chart through the history of Israel wishkings. The greatest king was

David, and there is great competition for who might be considered the worst. Eventually,
God sends his people into exile in Babylon for several generations, but true to his word,
God doesn’ t | Aftarseventyyheeamn st,heGoed. stirs the pa
the people are told they may return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. This section notes

it is a fulfilling of the prophecies of JeremiéhChron. 36:22)

Jeremiah would also be one pointing the people forda t o God’ s wul ti mat
deliverer.

Behold, the days are coming, declaresltlkrD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the
covenant that | made with their fathers on the day when | took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke,
though | wa their husband, declares theRD. For this is the covenant that

I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declaresdR®: |

will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be
their God, and they shall be mggple. And no longer shall each one teach

11



his neighbor and each UORDs  bforhéheysamni
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declarésotRie. For |

will forgive their iniquity, and will remember their sinemmorée (Jer. 31:31

34).

The third section of HeébkewpScthptewyes, fbDrI
Messiah as the people of Israel return to the land. They get to build the temple. They get

to live in their land. They are only missing adi But God had always said he was their

true king, and the eyes of the people should be set accordingly. The coming Messiah, the
priest, prophet, will also be king.

With the close of Hebrew Scriptures, comes the life, death and resurrection of Diesus.

foll owers of Jesus didn’t wunderstand how I
Scriptures until Jesus explained it, and the Holy Spirit illuminated their minds and hearts.

But once that occurred, the world has never been the same.

It began onPentecost, fifty days after Passover and the crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus had
ascended into heaven, but promised his followers that staying in Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit
would come upon them. They would then be poised to go into the whole earth and bring
the blessings of God to the world.

One of Jesus’ main disciples was a fisherr
Holy Spirit, Peter was God’'s vessel for soc
man. After doing soPeter addressed acrdw i n Sol omon’ s Portico.
Peter held Christ up as the prophetic fulfilment of the life and writings of Moses.

Citing the longawaited promise from Deuteronomy, Peter explained,

Mo s e s Thed.oradlGod Will raise up for you a prophdddime from your
brothers. Youshalllisteno hi m i n whatever he tells vy

Peter wasn’t the only one who explained CF
the Books of Moses. In writing to the believers in RoReulexplainedthat Christ has
sethumanityfree from the bondage of sjRom. 6) He taught thathristwas themeaning

of the mercy seat in the Ark of the CovenaAss the mercy seat, Christ becomes the
meeting place between God and man as set out in Exodus-2A:2Pal also wrote
extensively about the “blood of Christ” as
gave the people in the law. Paul invoked the veil Moses wore as symbolic of the veil over

the hearts of unbelieving Jews who refuse to gaze upon dgeshs true glory of God (2

Cor. 3).

In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul found teaching symbols in the exodus account for baptism
(parting of the sea), spiritual nourishment (manna), and Christ as the spiritual sustenance
of water from the rock in the wilderness.

12



The writer of Hebrews began his book contrasting the voice of God through the prophets
with God speaking through Jesus who-B. he ap
Within its pagesoneread of Jesus as greater than Moses (FBband as the ultimate

High Priest, a role Moses originally set out (Hé&)p Jesus is seen as the fulfillment of the
tabernacle, of the priestly system, as well as the sacrifices Moses installed-{¢b. 8

The Gospel of Johrgoes into great detailnothe ways that Jesus is found throughout the
Old Testament stories of Moses and the Exodus

Jesus: MoseasPLUS

John begins his Gospel with a hearty reminder, echoing the books of MasisJohn
and Genesis begin “ I n t he begi n rchaptey, JEsus is explained asra a f t
fulfillment of the Mosaic promises. It starts early as the apostles are being chosen.

Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazaretprih& Joseph
(Jn. 1:45) .~

It continues aslesus explained that Moses and his writings were a witnedsstes
recorded for the sake of the people who refused to believe it:

For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me (Jn.
5:46).

It is so repleten the gospel of Johmhatit is fair to say that Moses ictaally one of the

main characters of the gospel. A running theme underlying many passages is the
superiority of Jesus to Moses. n IMosies”"natty
but is done in a sense that Jesus fulfills the models or events surrounding and involving
Moses. In this sense, Jesus was greater because Moses was a part of the prophecy about
which Jesus was the fulfillment. If Moses was a taste, Jessia feast!

Onesessthis plainly in passages like,

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ (In.1:17).

Before JesudMosesreceiving from God the laand then imparting that law to the people

of Israe|] was the pinacle of human interaction with the divine. When Moses received the
law, it was more than a legal code. Moses received the words of God, explaining and
preserving them for the Israelites. Ten of the commandments of God were even written by
God himself upn stone.

This Mosaic experience gives the depth of meaning to Jesus Christ who, as John has already
said, was thencarnateword of God. NolongewereGod’ s wor ds of | aw w

13



or told to the peopl e; Jes swordwaesus éntbedied | e s h
not just the truth of the law, but the grace and truth of. God

Moses carries more comparisons to Christ in the fourth gospel. Some of these comparisons
center on the actions of Moses. In his conversation with Nicodemus, Jesas @sxidn
of Moses prophetically in reference to salvation:

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life (Jn15)14

This recognition by Jesus showed a greater fulfillment of the role of Moses as intermediary

for the people. Moses intervened after God sent the poisonous serpents to punish the
|l sraelites’ grumbl i ng. God had Mwoestees mak
physicallife of the people. Jesus was lifted up to save the eternal life of the people.

Jesus as the Manna

Like many of the events of the exodus, the reality in Christ exceeded the original in the
exodus, even though the original itself wasdpcular. Nowhere is this more evident than

I n the parall el bet ween the manna in the
nourishment. The people were at risk to starve without adequate food for their wilderness
wanderings. God sent theraily manna for food.

John recorded Jesus feeding the 5,000 with bread and fish. It brought him an instant
following! Jesus seized the moment to teach his role, using the terms and experiences of
the wilderness wanderings of Israel, especially pertaitargod feeding the people with
manna.

Jesus first pointed out that God was the manna maker, not Moses. He then added the fuller
explanation of what happened.

Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly,
gave you the bread fnoheaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from
heaven (Jn. 6:32).

To this last comparison of the wilderness manna, Jesus added,

| am the bread of life; whoever believes in me shall not hunger, and whoever
believes in me shall never thirst (Jn. 6:35)

This sets out the manna not simply as a foreshadowing of Christ, but shows again the way
Christ exceeds the prophetic foreshadowing
wandering | sraelites (save the Saudnatt h) , \
hunger or thirst again. Jesus explained this more fully later in the John 6 passage noting,

14



Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread

that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not diehé¢ am t

living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he

will live forever. And the bread that | will give for the life of the world is

my flesh.Truly, trul vy, I say to you, un
Man and drink his bloa , you have no I|ife in you..Th
came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever

feeds on this bread will live forever (Jn. 6:89).

One shouldhote that John inserted into this narrative of Jesus as the mhbarsiory of

the disciples rowing through a stori§gaofGa |l i | e e . Jesus came to
sea” (Jn. 6:19). The comparison to the |
the Israelites were in trouble, Moses parted the sea anavilksd on dry land. Jesus did

not need to part the sea. He walked on top of it!

S

Jesus as the Tabernacle

Sometimes John’s |l anguage that pl aced Jes
fulfilling the exodus story is not so obvious. Ofcoys® hn’ s gospel was i
the origind exodus story was in Hebrew. Butcarefulr ead of the two st
message. Consider the early prologue passage where John wrote,

And the Word became flesh addeltamong us (Jn. 1:14).

“Dwel t " reak wordeskemosegt ¢ KNV woeVv) , a verb form t|
“the Word became flesh and ‘pitched 1ts te
basic form ¢kenoo- 0 kK n V) lhasoa related Greek noskénee ok 1y, whi ch was
over0tines i n the Greek translation of the ex

Greek word assigned to the tabernacle of
though the English may natake itevidentonesesJ ohn ext ending the L
among the Israelites in the tabernacle as mirroring the ultimate presence of God dwelling
bodily among us in Jesus Christ.

John continues to echo the Old Testament story as he adds,

And we have seen his glory, glory ddlee only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth (Jn. 1:115).

This passage brings out words and events from several stories of the exodus. First, in

Exodus 16, the people indirectly “saw the
beheldas t he gl ory of the Lord appeared in th
God’ s “glory” (Ex. 33:18). Go'd Isutat dals & h a
not behold the face of the Lord.
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Yet, when Jesus “tabernptbkbedttambhyg hbmhnel
The people of the exodus had release from bondage by the mighty outstretched arm of the
Lord, but never saw his glory. In Jesus, the glory of God, the way he saved with his
outstretched ar m, t hwas mamnifesed snethe fife, @eath and n’ s
resurrection of Christ. Here was the true glory of Gseen by human eyes.

Jesus as Both Law and Lawgiver

Not coincidentally another interpretive 1in
7). Mosessetdau t hi s feast at God’s instructions
in booths during their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land (Lev. 23). Jesus went up
to the temple in the middle of the feast and began teaching. Jesus brought up thatissue t
many Jews had over his healing on the Sabbath. Noting his own walk in comparison to
Moses '’ , Jesus sai d,

Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the

fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. If on the Sabbath a man

receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you

angry with me because on the Sabbath |

23).

Moses gave the people God’' s rules to Iive
God’' s rul es.

Oneof the more interesting stories that showed Christ in the Old Testament exodus account

is found in John 7:53 to 8:11, the story of the woman caught in aduliéhyjle there is a

strong debate over whethis story was in the original@spel of John, thiaebate is not
setouthereWhet her or not the story wa®estory John
i tself certainly reflects John’s theme of
exodus story.

In the story, Jesus is brought a womangtd in adultery. Her accusers set Jesus up with
the law of Moses saying,

Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?-(Jn. 8:4
5).

The reaction of Jesus is mostdresting:

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. And as they
continued to ask him, he stood up and s
sin among you be the first to throw a s
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The reader igot told what Jesusrote, but simply that he wroteand that he wrote with

his finger! Thigpoints out thathe significance was not the words Jesus was writing. When
Jesus wrote with his finger, he was repeating the action of God himself before Moses.
Exodus makes it cledhat God wrote the Ten Commandments on the stone tablets. It was
the hand of God writing, not Moses.

When the Scribes and Pharisees start quizzing Jesus on the implications of the Law of
Moses on the adulterous woman, there is a certain level of alysuidsus wrote the Law

of Moses. G o Hcribe Jésasrdid notveexd artydne to quote him his own
law!

Similarly, the language Christ used, which John reported, when instructing his disciples
before the arrest and crucifixidmecomes meaningdfin this context

A new commandmentgive to youthat you love one anothgust as | have
loved you, you also are to love one anottiy.this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (Jn. 1334

Jesusnobnl y i s “commandme rabléto give a few comhandgnent. e r

Jesus as Godbés Messenger

In a sense, this point is made earlier in the gospel where Moses is credited with the law
while Christ brought grace and truth, lutomesagain in John 9 with the healing of the

bl ind man. The healing took place on the
the healing itself, as well as the task of making mud, were considered violations of the
Sabbath rules as enforced by thedigewish legal community.

While crossexamining the blind man, the Jewish leaders were emphatic that Christ was a
sinner for his deeds. The blind man refused to agree with the judgment, merely noting,

Whether he is a sinner | do not know. One thing I nlovk that though | was
blind, now | see (Jn 9:25).

After a rather sarcastic interchange over why the leaders keep pestering the man, the leaders
finally proclaim,

You are his disciple, bute are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, bas for this man, we dwoot know where he comes from
(In 9:2829).

The healed man provides the contrast. He
had spoken to Moses, but refusing to listen to a man whom in the name of God has worked
a remarkald miracle—bringing sight to the blind. Jesus then ends the story by noting that
the real blindness belonged to those who refused to see him as the Son of Man.
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The story wunderlines that Moses carried G
that,incudi ng Jesus or the blind man. Yet t her
ear , but was God’s arm as wel | . Jesus wo
was just as fully God’' s messenger as Moses

Jesus as the Sacrificial Lamb

Early in bhn one reada testimony to the role of Christ by John the Baptist. While people
had peppered John with questions about his identity and role (Was he the Messiah? Elijah?
Who?) John took on the prophetic label of Isaiah 40:3.

He said, "I anthe voiceof one crying out in the wilderness, '‘Make straight
the way of the Lord," as the prophet Isaiah said." (Jn. 1:23).

Il n contrast to his own | imited role in God

Beholdthe Lamb of God, whtakes away the swof theworld! This is he of
wh om | Afterane domes‘a man who ranks brefone, because he was
bef or(dn. In2630).

Bei ng t er mefdod whe takKedawaythesinf t he worl d” set s
role that finds meaning in the sacrificial ®st Moses laid out for the people of the exodus.

In Leviticus 16, God was emphasizing the rare approach that must be made in a very
particular manner when the priest came into the Holy of Holies and before the mercy seat
where God would appear in a clou®art of this approach involved selecting two male
goats as a sin offering for the people. One was slain, the other driven from the camp
symbolically carrying away the sins of the people. This occurred annually on a day of
atonement for the people.

Addit i onal | vy, a provision was given through
required a blood sacrifice as well. Leviticus 4:32 explains the role of the blood of a lamb
in this atonement or compensation for sins.

But these were not the first sdares Moses told the people to perform. Before the people
ever received the law at Sinai on the night of the Passover, Moses gave instruction for
sacrificing a lamb. This was the lamb whose blood was spread on the posts and over the
lintel of the doorwasy.

This point is emphasized in John’s relatin
the supper events occurred around “the Fea
Jesus as “Lamb of God” is the | ambrathdnat i s
than the symbolic sacrifices of Moses. B u
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he comes from God. He is the sacrifice that God provided, not one garnered from the
flocks of man.

Both gospel writer John and John the Baptist understoothadd the point that Jesus was
the embodiment of the sacrificial system. Jesus made sense of the system. He offered a
real life in sacrifice for others, so they might have real life.

Conclusion

In the story oMoses andthe Exodusne f i nds countl ess expres
set out in history in ways that would give people insight into Jesus as the promised one.
Jesus was theedeemer of mankindHe is the solution to the sin of Adam and Evbge

male offspring of womamvho would conquethe work of Satarat a personal pricand

would come through the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Points for Home

1. “TheLoRbD struck down all the firstborn in the land of EQYdEX. 12:29.

Pl ague after pl adeadwoul®mobgraat celedseto Hsalavdse n e d
Deliverance did not come until God killed the firstborn. Layer upon layer of this
exodus story is seen in the life of the believer and church. We should not fail to see

the truth behind this action.

From thetime of the curses announced in the fall, God had promised redemption
would come by his hand, through the offspring of woman. That was a promise of
life, in contrast to the death of sin. Yet the life could not come without the death.
This is the consishcy of an unchanging God. Sin brings death.

For the believer, the death need not be! God himself chose his own first born to die
in the stead of those who choose to be covered in the blood of the lamb. We should
never neglect so great a salvation!

2. “When he sees tdrewillpdssoved ¢Ex.19:8.

The same God that protected the Israelites protects us today. Where do you need
protection? Take a moment and tender that area to God. Set it before him and ask
his protection.

As we do so, we arremiss if we fail to note God insistéthtthose who wanted his

Passover protection were to follow his instructions. Too often we are tempted to

|l ive outside God’'s rules and instructic
should drive us to sppand reassess. We should repent of transgression, place
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ourselves under God’'s care, and trust h
God’'s protection was not just for Bible
mi ssi on f pretdctibsis real dBadash everyday event for his people living

under his care.

“For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote .of(dre 5:46).

| do not know if you spend much time reading ancient works. There are not many
works extanthat reflect writing of a time as ancient as the exodus. (This is true
even i f you “Il ate dat eCcreationd Tletcaresmplg s a
no other writings like it! There is a complexity to the story line that keéle@s
narrativegoing while also setting out forms and rituals for centuries of practice.

In the process of this storyline and its accompanying instructions, comes a
movement born out of a life whose echoes are unmistakably found in this ancient
piece. Now some might wder whether the story of Jesus was sculpted to fit this
ancient work, but that in itself would be a minor miracle. Maybe with the literate
215t century world, with the Internet, with computer research and word processors,
such might happen. But in a bagkrds culture, in an otdf-the-way corner of the
Roman world, without any such technology or resources, to have events that within
a generation turn the world upside down is stunning.

Yet, this is the truth of history. | fear we lose sight of this asramsport our own
abilities, resources, and mental faculties into the biblical world. We are at risk to
fail to appreciate the miracle that is the church and faith today. May we stop, think
about t his breadth and scopeamaiemedtpd’ s
praise him!
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