To the Philippians
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Background

eDate: a.n.60-62 (30 years after
resurrection)

e ocation: Prison (Roman?, Ephesian?)
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Background

eDate: A.D. 60-62 (30 years after
resurrection)

e ocation: Prison (Roman?, Ephesian?)
*Purpose: Thanks & Encouragement
eAudience: Roman Gentiles, Diverse
e Author: Paul (Timothy, Epaphroditus, Luke)
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eRoman Colony —800 mi_[es from Rome (est. 42 5c)
-A “Rome away from Rome” (laws, arch., privile
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eRoman Colony —800 mlles from Rome (est 42 ac)
-A “Rome away from Rome” (laws, arch., privileges)
eSoldiers/Retired Soldiers; Govt. Officials (lLoyalists)
eMany Greeks —Macedonians/locals/native to area)
*Few Jews — <10 Jewish men; group of women
el arge Slave Population (to serve the powerful/influential)
eCommercial Hub —Iraders, merchants, travelers
—on the Via Egnatia, a major Roman Road
connecting the Adriatic Sea to the Aegean Sea

>>> Location! Location! Location! <<<



Philippians 1:27 OIAIIITHXIOY X 1:27

Only let your Movov aéimg Tob
manner of life be evayyEAIOL TOU XP1oTOD
worthy of the gospel of moAlrtevecOe tva elte
Christ, so that whether | eADV Kol 100V VUG elte

come and see you or ATTOV KOV TO TEPT
am absent, | may hear VUV OTL GTNKETE €V EVI

~/

4

“manner of life” = moAttevec0s (v; po-li-TEU-0-mai)
To live as a citizen, to conduct oneself

~




Philippians 3:20 OIAIIITHXIOYX 3:20

But our citizenship is in ‘Hudv yap 10 moAitevpa
heaven, and from it we £V 0VPOVOIC VTTAPYEL €
await a Savior, the Lord 0V Kol ZoThpa

Jesus Christ, anekoeyouebo Koplov

‘Incodv Xplotov

-

“citizenship” = moAltevua (n; po-LEE-tyoo-mah)
a form of government, citizenship

~
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“Communication
Is the key to any

relationship,

allowing for...

*Receiving instruction
oExpressing self/Response
eConfidence for action




I. Paul’s Prayer Philippians 1

3 T thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
4 always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, °> because of your
partnership in the gospel ...

5 And I am sure of this, that he who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion ...

7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all
partakers with me of grace, ....




I. Paul’s Prayer Philippians 1

° And it is my prayer
that your love may abound more and more,
with knowledge and all discernment,
10 50 that you may approve what is excellent,
and so be pure & blameless for the day of Christ,
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness

that comes through Jesus Christ,

to the glory and praise of God.




Paul Prays:
eAlways

eWith joy

eB/c partners in Gospel

eConfident in God’s
active involvement

8. Praising @od
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Prayer Emphasis In the BIBLE
I A

Prayer Requests in the Bible

Physical: 9%

|
"~ Combo: 10% 1




Paul then gives an account of what’s been going on,
and in it we see some answered prayers.

12 | want vou to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 3 so that it has become known throughout
the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. '* And most of the
brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my
iImprisonment, are much more bold to speak the
word without fear.



Paul then gives an account of what’s been going on,
and in it we see some answered prayers.

> Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry,
but others from good will. '® The latter do it out of
love, knowing that | am put here for the defense of
the gospel. '” The former proclaim Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict
me in my imprisonment. '® What then? Only that in
every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christis
proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.



Prayer

While Paul prays,

God is at work
completing

what God started...

~Philippians 1:6
cf. “Alpha and Omega...”

Paul’s Anhswers:

Discerning the excellent:
*No relief/pain & problems
eGod’s working all for good

Fruit being Produced:
eGospel presented in Rome
eConfidence growing

Being pure and blameless:
*Paul not bothered
ePaul giving glory to God
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II. Paul’s Satisfaction Philippians 1

18 Yes, and I will rejoice,

19 for I know that through your prayers
and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
this will turn out for my deliverance,

20 3s it is my eager expectation and hope that I
will not be at all ashamed, but that with full
courage, now as always, Christ will be honored
in my body, whether by life or by death.

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.




Philippians 1:20 OIAIIITHXIOYX 1:20

my eager expectation
that | will not be at all

KOTO, TNV OTOKUPOO0KIY
Kol EATTLO0, LoV OTL €V

ashamed, but that with OVOEVL oUGYLVON GO

full courage, now as
always, Christ will be
honored in my body,

AL’ EV TAGT TOPPNGIQ
WOC TAVTOTE KO VOV
ueyaivvOnceton Xp1otog

whether by life or death

-

“To magnify, exalt” = ueyaAdvm (v; meg-al-00'-no)
to make or declare great, enlarge

~




II. Paul’s Satisfaction Philippians 1

1 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
22 If T am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me.

Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.
23 T am hard pressed between the two.
My desire is to depart and be with Christ,
for that is far better.
24 But to remain in the flesh
IS more necessary oh your account.




II. Paul’s Satisfaction Philippians 1

25 Convinced of this,

I know that I will remain and continue with you all
for your progress and joy in the faith,

26 5o that in me you may have ample cause

to glory in Christ Jesus,

because of my coming to you again.




PASSPORT

Prayer

Satisfaction
“On
Being
A Good
Citizen”

Service




IIT. Paul’s Service Philippians 1

27 0Only let your manner of life be worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see
you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind

striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,




Philippians 1:27 OIAIIITHXIOY X 1:27

Only let your Movov aéimg Tob
manner of life be evayyEAIOL TOU XP1oTOD
worthy of the gospel of moAltevecOe tva elte
Christ, so that whether | eADV Kol 10mV LUAC ETTE
come and see you or ATTOV KOV TO TEPT

am absent, | may hear VUV OTL GTNKETE €V EVI

~/

4

~

“only” = novov (adv; MOH-non)
alone, but, only, just this one thing




Jesus’ Prayer John 17

1 When Jesus had spoken these words,
he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,
| glorified you [iRlsqaf having done the
gave me to do.

Igleffor them.

Holy Father, keep them in your name, which
you have given me, F TR YTI
even as we are one.

~Jesus




Jesus’ Prayer John 17

14 T have given them your word, and the
world has hated them [JSle=IN =R E\A-1g=Ralels
of the world, just as I am not of the world.
1> T don't ask to take them out of the world,
s[Simdsl-|MYe]IRkeep them from the evil one}

16 They are not of the world,

just as I am not of the world.
17 Sanctify them in the truth;
your word is truth. ~J]esus




IIT. Paul’s Service Philippians 1

27 0Only let your manner of life be worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see
you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind

Bt e X or the faith of the gospel,
28 and not frightened in anything
by your opponents.
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction,
but of your salvation, and that from God.




Covered in Grace or Shame Psalm 132

16 Her [Zion; the place God chose to dwell]
il clothe with salvation]
and her saints will shout for joy.
17 There I will make a horn
to sprout for David;
I have prepared a lamp for my anointed.
5 His enemies ISR

but on him his crown will shine.” ~God




IIT. Paul’s Service Philippians 1

28 This is a clear sign to them of their destruction,
but of your salvation, and that from God.
29 For it has been granted to you
that for the sake of Christ
you should not only believe in him,
but also suffer for his sake,
30 engaged in the same conflict
that you saw I had
and now hear that I still have.




Striving for the Gospel 1 Peter 3

13 Now who is there to harm you if you are
zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you
Jplelsllelsuffer for righteousness' sakefavell
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, 1> but in your hearts honor Christ
[ Ne]ge I-E Ml l\Alalways being prepared to
make a defense to anyone who asks \e]sRjels
a reason for the hope that is in you;...

~ Peter




Striving for the Gospel Matthew 5

N Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness' sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when others revile you

and persecute youlElilsRursIg=11R dals NI =Vl

against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice

and be glad, for your reward is great in

heaven, for so they persecuted the

who were before you. ~Jesus




Striving for the Gospel John 16

33T have said these things to you,
that in me you may have peace.

In the world you will have tribulation}
But take heart;
I have overcome the world.”
~Jesus
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Points for Home Be a good citizen...

Have the
1. Pray knowledge and wisdom
to discern the excellent!

2. Satisfied Are you happy with God’s
with Jesus? excellent plan/mission?

Stand in persecution, unity;
3. Serve give a defense, and
strive/fight




“Should | Stay or Should | Go?”

I’m torn between the sky and ground,
To leave or stay and stick around.

To be with Christ would be far better,

But there's more fruit if | write one letter.



Should | Stay or Should | Go?

Should | stay or should | go now?
If | stay, | help you grow now.

If | go, I’'m with the Lord now.
Either way, I’m in His will—wow-wow!
So come on and let me know...
Should | stay or should | go?



Should | Stay or Should | Go?

To live is Christ, to die is gain,
But to remain would not be vain.
Your faith and joy are on the rise,

So for your sake, I’'ll sacrifice.



Should | Stay or Should | Go?

He’s got my life in His control,
And heaven’s pulling on my soul.
But if my labor brings you grace,

Then | will gladly run this race.



Should | Stay or Should | Go?

Should | stay or should | go now?
If | stay, there’s more to sow now.

If | go, I’'m heaven-bound now.
Either way, His love surrounds nhow-now!
So come on and let me know...
Should | stay or should | go?
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