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So how do we 
understand GOD?
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EXPERIENCE:

SKILLS:

JOB:



“Name” in Hebrew and 
Greek conveys much 

more than a label.

It is your CV –
who you are and

what you’ve done.



GOD
There is a being we 
appropriately call 

“God.”



God of your father

י  �הֵ֧ י� אֱ בִ֔ י אָ �הֵ֣ י֙ אֱ כִ נֹ ר אָ אמֶ ֹ֗ יּ וַ
ב   י יַעֲקֹ֑ א�הֵ֣ ק וֵ חָ֖ צְ י יִ �הֵ֥ ם אֱ הָ֛ רָ בְ אַ
יט  בִּ֖ הַ א מֵ י יָרֵ֔ יו כִּ֣ נָ֔ ר מֹשֶׁה֙ פָּ תֵּ֤ יַּסְ וַ

ים׃ �הִֽ ל־הָאֱ אֶ
(Ex.  3:6)

God of Abraham
God of Isaac
God of Jacob



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

GOD

Elohim emphasizes 
God’s majesty and power

In the beginning Elohim 
created the heavens 

and the earth



Then Moses said to 
Elohim, “If I come to the 
people of Israel and say 
to them, ‘The Elohim of 

your fathers has sent me 
to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what 

shall I say to them?”



Egyptian sun 
god named 

“Ra”

Egyptian 
justice god 

named 
“Ma’at”

Egyptian 
throne god 

named “Aset”
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Then Moses said to 
Elohim, “If I come to the 
people of Israel and say 
to them, ‘The Elohim of 

your fathers has sent me 
to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what 

shall I say to them?”



Elohim said to Moses, 
“I AM WHO I AM.” And 
he said, “Say this to 
the people of Israel: ‘I 
AM has sent me to 
you.’”  Elohim also said 
to Moses, “Say this to 
the people of Israel:



‘The LORD, the Elohim of 
your fathers, the Elohim of 
Abraham, the Elohim of 
Isaac, and the Elohim of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 
This is my name forever, 
and thus I am to be 
remembered throughout 
all generations.



The LORD
Jehovah

יַהְוֶה

God is.  Full stop.



There is NO place and there is NO time
where God isn’t present as God!



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

el shaddai
“God 

Almighty”

“I am El Shaddai; walk before me faithfully 
and be blameless” (Gen. 17:1)



There is NOTHING 
God can’t do



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

el shaddai
“God 

Almighty”



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

“God
Most High”

el elyon

“For you, Lord, are the Most High over all the 
earth; you are exalted far above all gods” (Ps. 97:9)



There is NO ONE and NO THING greater than our 

God



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

“God
Most High”

el elyon



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

el ra’i “the God 
who sees”

“She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: 
'You are the God who sees me,' for she said, 'I have 

now seen the One who sees me.'” (Gen. 16:13)



No one hides 
from God



You are never alone 
or out of sight



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

Elohim emphasizes 
God’s majesty and power



אֱ�הִים
(elohim)

GOD

יַהְוֶה
(Yahweh)



יַהְוֶה
(Yahweh)The “name” of God

“Jehovah”

The LORD



יַהְוֶה
(Yahweh)

“The LORD 
provides”

“So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. 
And to this day it is said, 'On the mountain of the 

Lord it will be provided.” (Gen. 22:14)

Yhwh yirah
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God DOES 
provide



יַהְוֶה
(Yahweh)

“If you will diligently listen to the voice of the LORD your 
God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear to 

his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put 
none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for 

I am the LORD, your healer.” (Ex. 15:26)

“The LORD 
heals”

Yhwh rafa’
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God DOES 
heal



יַהְוֶה
(Yahweh)

“So Gideon built an altar to the LORD 
there and called it The LORD Is Peace.” 

(Judg. 6:24)

“The LORD is 
shalom”

Yhwh shalom
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God brings peace
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God as King
“For God is the King 
of all the earth; sing 

praises with 
understanding.”

(Ps. 47:7)

“For the Lord is a great 
God, and a great King 

above all gods.”
(Ps. 95:3)



“…my eyes have 
seen the King, the 

LORD of hosts!”
(Is. 6:5)

Yhwh tzeva’ah

The LORD of 
the army!



God as King
“But the Lord is the 
true God; He is the 
living God and the 
everlasting King.”

(Jer. 10:10)

Think about the 
implications…



“They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and 
the song of the Lamb, saying: 'Great and marvelous 
are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are 

Your ways, O King of the saints!” (Rev. 15:3)



Family terms



God as “Father”

“Is this the way you repay the Lord, you foolish and 
unwise people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, 

who made you and formed you?” (Deut. 32:6)



God as “Father”

“This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be your name...” (Mt. 6:9)



God as “Father”

“See what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! 

And that is what we are!” (1 Jn. 3:1)



A GOOD Father



God as “Husband”

“For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts 
is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your 

Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called” 
(Isa. 54:5)



God as “Husband”

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For 
the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 

has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7)



Ancient responsibilities 
of a husband:

• Provide

• Protect

• Produce

• Legal 
representation

• Spiritual 
leadership



A GOOD 
Husband



God as “Mother”

“You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you 
forgot the God who gave you birth” (Dt. 32:18)



God as “Mother”

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have 
no compassion on the child she has borne? Though 

she may forget, I will not forget you!” (Is. 49:15)



God as “Mother”

“As a mother comforts her child, so will I 
comfort you; and you will be comforted 

over Jerusalem” (Is. 66:13)



Be comforted

“But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am 
like a weaned child with its mother; like a 

weaned child I am content” (Ps. 131:2)



“Jerusalem, Jerusalem…how often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings, and you were not willing” (Mt. 23:37)



A GOOD 
Mother



God as “Shepherd”

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want” (Ps. 23:1)

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep” (Jn. 10:11)



God as 
“Judge”

“God is a righteous judge” (Ps. 7:11)

“There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who 
is able to save and destroy” (James 4:12)



God as “Teacher”

“Who, then, are those who fear the Lord? 
He will instruct them in the ways they 

should choose” (Ps. 25:12)
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House of Truth

Theology/faith
Science
History

18th century 
enlightenment



The unity of God: 
there is only one God



God is living
and true



God is infinite 
in being and 
perfection



God is a most 
pure Spirit

invisible
without body parts



God is without passions, immutable



God is IMMENSE



God is eternal



God is 
incomprehensible



God is almighty



God is most wise



God is most holy



God is most free



God is most 
absolute



God is working all things according to the counsel 
of His own immutable and most righteous will…



God is most loving



God is gracious, 
merciful, 

long-suffering, 
abundant in 

goodness and 
truth, forgiving 

iniquity, 
transgression, 

and sin



God rewards those who 
diligently seek him



God is most just 
and terrible in His 

judgments



God hates all sin



Find God

Honor God

Dwell with God



Be Still and Know
Steven Curtis Chapman

Be still and know
that he is God

Be still and know
that he is holy

Be still oh restless 
soul of mine

Bow before the
Prince of Peace

Let the noise and 
clamor cease

Be still and know
that he is God

Be still and know
that he is faithful
Consider all that

he has done
Stand in awe

and be amazed
And know that

he will never changeBe stillBe still and know
that he is God

Be still and know
that he is God

Be still and know
that he is God

Be still
be speechless

Be still and know
that he is God

Be still and know
he is our Father

Come rest your head 
upon his breast

Listen to the rhythm of 
his unfailing heart of love

Beating for his
little ones

Calling each of
us to comeBe still



EXPERIENCE:

SKILLS:

JOB:

There is NO 
ONE like 
our God!



TRAITS OF 
GOD
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