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Carol

“a ring dance… a song; 
originally, that to which 
they danced… a song or 
hymn of religious joy”



“Carols are songs with a religious impulse 
that are simple, hilarious, popular, and 

modern… They vary a good deal: some are 
narrative, some dramatic, some personal, a 
few are secular; and there are some which 

do not possess all the typical characteristics”
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Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King; let every 
heart prepare him room and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; let all their songs employ; while fields 
and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy

No more let sin and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes 
to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the 
glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.

Compare to Psalm 98



Both the first and 
second coming 
center on God 
reconciled with 

his people.
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Both mean peace 
and rest for God’s 

children. This 
world will not 

spiral out of God’s 
control.
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A word about “Christ born 
on Christmas Day”



What about the
“12 days of Christmas”?
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“12 days of Christmas”?



Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the east came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For 

we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him” (Mt. 2:1-2)



Nations will come to your light, 
and the kings to the brightness of 

your rising … A multitude of 
camels will cover you…They will 
bring gold and frankincense, and 

will bear good news of the praises 
of the Lord (Isa. 60:3, 6)



Nations will come to your light, 
and the kings to the brightness of 

your rising … A multitude of 
camels will cover you…They will 
bring gold and frankincense, and 

will bear good news of the praises 
of the Lord (Isa. 60:3, 6)

See also Gen. 26:26-31



While on the subject of 
church tradition…



Who was Good King Wenceslas 
and what was he doing on the 

Feast of Stephen?

While on the subject of 
church tradition…



This rather confused narrative owes its popularity to the 
delightful tune, which is that of a Spring carol, Tempus 

adest floridum [Latin for “bloomtime has come”]… 
Unfortunately Neale in 1853 substituted for the Spring 
carol this “Good King Wenceslas,” one of his less happy 
pieces… poor and commonplace to the last degree.  The 

time has not yet come for a comprehensive book to 
discard it; but we reprint the tune … not without hope 
that, with the present wealth of carols for Christmas, 

“Good King Wenceslas” may gradually pass into disuse, 
and the tune be restored to spring-time 



As for plain old tradition…



So with a noel, we 
celebrate 

Christmas 2016
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