





Think through
history...
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+340 million Christians living in areas of high levels of
persecutlon and dlscrlmmatlon
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4,761 Chrlstlans k|IIed for thelr falth T el
=T = | Sy -5
4,488 churches and other Chrlstlan buﬂdmgs attacked —-
-~ 14,277 believers detained without triaI, arrested,
sentenced or imprisoned T =
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he blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the church”
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The proconsul: “Swear a reproach
to Christ, and | will set you free.”
Polycarp: “86 years have | have
served him, and he has done me
no wrong. How can | blaspheme
my King and my Savior?”



Mk 8:34-9:1 And calling the
crowd to him with his
disciples, he said to them,
“If anyone would come
after me, let him deny
himself and take up his
cross and follow me.

Mk 8:34-9:1 Kot
TPOGKUAEGAUEVOS TOV OYAOV
GLV TOIC LoONToic o Tob
stnev o0Toic & Tic 0éhet

OToC® LOL AKOAOVLOELY,
ATTOPVNGAGOm ENVTOV Kol
APATMO TOV GTOVPOV CTOV
Kol aoAovBeitm ot
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4 This message is for everyone, §

|

not just church-leaders




r True Christianity makes no

P 4

= difference in haves and have nots,
culture, background, gender...
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“There is neither Jew nor Greek, <%+
there is neither slave nor free, '

there is no male and female, for

you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
(Gal. 3:28

| }
3 !
\
.I !
, = L'
B | Ve A
b gt |
NORLL: et
x ¢ ]




Mk 8:34-9:1 And calling the
crowd to him with his
disciples, he said to them,
“If anyone would come
after me, let him deny
himself and take up his
cross and follow me.

Mk 8:34-9:1 Kot
TPOGKUAEGALLEVOC TOV OYAOV
GLV TOIC LoONToic oTod
stnev o0Toic & Tic 0éhet

OToC® LOL AKOAOVLOELY,
ATTOPVNGAGOm ENVTOV Kol
APATMO TOV GTOVPOV CTOV
Kol aoAovBeitm ot




Mk 8:34-9:1 Kot
TPOGKUAEGAUEVOS TOV OYAOV
GLV TOIC LoONToic oTod

Mk 8:34-9:1 And calling the
crowd to him with his
disciples, he said to them,

“If anyone would come
after me, let him deny
himself and take up his

elmev oToig €1 TI BEAEL
OToC® LOL AKOAOVLOELY,
amoPYVNoaofm cotov Kol

aparneomai “Refuse to recognize”
(amapveopa) “Act in a selfless manner”

Mk. 14:30-31









Mk 8:34-9:1 And calling the
crowd to him with his
disciples, he said to them,
“If anyone would come

after me, let him deny
himself and take up his

cross and -

akoloutheo
(akoAoVOE®)

Mk 8:34-9:1 Kot
TPOGKUAEGAUEVOS TOV OYAOV
GLV TOIC LoONToic oTod
stnev o0Toic & Tic 0éhet
OToC® LOL AKOAOVLOELY,
amoPYVNoaofm cotov Kol
APATMO TOV GTOVPOV CTOV

Kzt (ikoAoVOEfTE pot

“to move behind someone in
the same direction”




Why would anyone |
make this choice?




For whoever would save his OC Yap €av OEAN TV yuymv
life will lose it, but whoever aVTOD 0G0 ATOAEGEL

loses his life for my sake and o0tV 0¢ & v AoAEGEL TV
’ : 1 9 ~ er by ~ !
the gospel’s will save it. Yuymv oTod Evekev ELod Kol
7OV ELOYYEAIOV GOGEL QVTI)V.
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5620 (c®Cw) “to save from death, disease;
to thrive, prosper, get on

Mk. 5:23, 28, 4; 6:56 well”
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You own it, you better neverletit go

Frosy RaR! . wmnﬂ

" You only get one shot, do not miss

your chance... &
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The Range of Losing oneself
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See how entwined are Jesus and the gospel
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For what does it profit a
man to gain the whole
world and forfeit his soul?
For what can a man give in
return for his soul?

TLYap OEELET AvOpmTOV
KEPONGOL TOV KOGLOV OAOV
Kol CnuuwOtvor Ty yoynv

OTOV; Ti YOp 00t vOpmITOC
OIVTOAAOLYLOL THG WUIS
OQTOV




Think in commercial terms:

profit and loss

J

Ps. 49:6-9
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For whoever is ashamed of
me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful

generation, of him will the

Son of Man also be
ashamed when he comes in
the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”

OC YO €0V Emoncyvvon Ue Kol
TOLG EUOVG AOYOUC EV T
YEVEQ TOTN TT] LOTYOALOL KO
OLLLOLPTWAD, Ko O VIOC TOD
avOpwmov Emoucyvvinceton
oTOV, Oty EAON €V T 00EN
TOV TTOTPOG OTOV UETOL TOV
QLYYEAWV TMOV OLyimV.




“Jesus was sent to reveal the
glory of God in a world whose
intoxication with its own glory

is well expressed in the thought
of gaining the world.”

William L. Lane
1931-1999



“For Jesus this required
submission to the contempt
and shame of the cross.”

William L. Lane
1931-1999



And he said to them, “Truly,
| say to you, there are some
standing here who will not
taste death until they see
the kingdom of God after it
has come with power.”

Koai Eleyev avtoic ouny AEym
VLTV OTL €1GTV TIVEC MOE TMV
EGTNKOTWV OITIVEC OV L)

vevsmvTot Bovatov Emc OV
0waotv v Paciiciov Tov

Beod EAnAvBuiay €v duvaLEL.
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