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| Syriac version: “Hs was a man of middling size, and his ¢
. hainwas scanty, and his legs wvevr@eaéliae ere@kedstand 3
 his knees were projecting, and he had.arge eyes and his 7 ;,
| eyebrows met, and.his nose was somewhat long, and he :
was fullof grace andmercy; at one time he.seemed like. |

a man, and at another time he seemed like an angel.”




Al generation of
Paul based on
description from
The Acts of Paul
and Thecla




Paul stuns me, and
should stun us all.




Phil. 3:5

...clrcumcised on the
eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a

Hebrew of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee;

Phil. 3:5

... TTEPLTOUT] OKTOTULEPOC,
eK YéEvoug IopomA, UANG
Beviouiv, EBpoaioc €&
‘EBpaiov, Koto VOOV
Doaproaiog
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e Sabbath
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Sacrifice pigs in
temple

Erect statue of Zeus
In Holy of Holies



Jerusalem

Sacrifice pigs in
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Jews
retake the
temple



How do we prevent
another catastrophe?



What went
wrong?




How do we prevent
another catastrophe?



Pharisee’s
Response:

"Make a fence around the Torah"
Mishnah Avot 1:1



How do we prevent
another catastrophe?

Meticulous Torah
o observance to ensure
divine blessing



Paul was trained In
this tradition of
zealous precision




Acts 5:34

But a Pharisee in the
council named
Gamaliel, a teacher of
the law held in honor by

all the people, stood up
and gave orders to put
the men outside for a
little while.

Acts 5:34

OVOGTAC OE TIC EV TW
cLuvedPim PopP1GaTog
ovouott I'opoaAm,
VOLLOOLOACKOAOC TIOC
TOVTL TA AL, EKENEVGEV
£Em Bpoayv TOVC
avOpwmovc motcot




Acts 23:6

Now when Paul
perceived that one part
were Sadducees and
the other Pharisees, he

cried out in the council,
“Brothers, | am a
Pharisee, a son of
Pharisees.

Acts 23:6

['vovg o€ o0 ITaviog Ot T0
EV LEPOG EOTIV
2.0000VKALMV TO O
etepov Dapicoimv
Expalev EV T Guvaé‘)pw)
GvopeC AdELOOL, EY®

D aprooioc i, VIO
Doproaimv




Phil. 3:5

...clrcumcised on the
eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a

Hebrew of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee;

Phil. 3:5

... TTEPLTOUT] OKTOTULEPOC,
eK YéEvoug IopomA, UANG
Beviouiv, EBpoaioc €&
‘EBpaiov, Koto VOOV
Doaproaiog




Acts 15:5

But some believers who
belonged to the party of
the Pharisees rose up
and said, “ltis

necessary to circumcise
them and to order them
to keep the law of
Moses.”

Acts 15:5

‘ECavéotnoay 0€ Tiveg
TV G710 THC 0ipécemc
TOV Dapicaiov
TEMGTEVKOTEG AEYOVTEC
OT1 OET TEPLTEUVELY
OVTOVC TTOPOLYYEALELY TE
TNPELV TOV VOUOV
Mmicemc




Paul stuns me, and
should stun us all.

This i1s the Paul that
embraces Jesus as
Christ, does a 180 turn,
and writes Romans




Abraham was justified by faith




Abraham was justified by faith

God does the impossible
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Abraham was justified by faith

God does the impossible

We rejoice with King David



.1 Abraham was justified by faith
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God does the impossible

We rejoice with King David



Rom. 3:20

For by works of the law
no human being will be
justified in his sight,
since through the law

comes knowledge of
sin.

Rom. 3:20

O10T1 EC EpY®V VOLOUL OV
owKamwbnNoeTON TOGH
cOopE EVOTIOV CUTOV, Ol
YOp VOLOL ETLYVOOLG
oL TLOC.




Rom. 3:21 Rom. 3:21

But now apart from law, Novt 8¢ yopic vOLoL

the righteousness of OKOocvVN Oeov
God has been TEPAVEPWOTOL

manifested, although LOPTUPOVILEVT VTTO TOD

the Law and the VOOV KOl TV
Prophets bear witness TPOPNTOV,
to it—




Rom. 3:22 Rom. 3:22

the righteousness of OKOLOGUVN 0€ DoV o1
God through faith in nictem¢ Moov Xpiotov
Jesus Christ for all who €1C TAVTOGS TOVG

believe. For there is no TIGTEVOVTOG. OV VAP

distinction: EOTLV 810(&07»11’ ,




Rom. 3:27 Rom. 3:27

Then what becomes of [Tod ovv 1 kadynoig;
our boasting? Itis eCexAeioln. o1 woiov
excluded. By what kind VOLLOV; TV EPYMV, oi)x{,
of law? By a law of GAADL S8 VOLLOV THOTEWC.

works? No, but by the
law of faith.




Rom. 3:28 Rom. 3:28

For we hold that one is AoYyCopeda yap

justified by faith apart OKalovoOot ToTE
from works of the law. avOpwmov Ywpic Epymv
VOLLOV.




Rom. 3:29 Rom. 3:29

Oris God the God of N Tovoaimv 0 Bed¢
Jews only? Is he not the HoOvoVv; oﬁxi Kol E0vaV;

God of Gentiles also? val Kol 0vdv,
Yes, of Gentiles also,




Rom. 3:30

since God is one—who
will justify the
circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised
through faith.

Rom. 3:30

ginep €ic O 0g0¢ O¢
OIKOLOCEL TEPLTOUTV EK
TioTeEMC Kol akpofvotiay
010, TNC TLOTEWC.




Rom. 3:31 Rom. 3:31

Do we then overthrow VOOV OVV KOTOPYODHEV
the law by this faith? By 010, THG MIGTEMC; U

no means! On the YEVOLTO™ GALOL VOLLOV
contrary, we uphold the IGTAVOLEV.

law.




Paul was trained In
this tradition of
zealous precision




Pharisee’s
Response:

"Make a fence around the Torah"
Mishnah Avot 1:1



Rom. 3:31 Rom. 3:31

Do we then overthrow VOOV OVV KOTOPYODHEV
the law by this faith? By 010, THG MIGTEMC; U

no means! On the YEVOLTO™ GALOL VOLLOV
contrary, we uphold the IGTAVOLEV.

law.




Paul wasn’t
abandoning the
Torah. He was

demonstrating its
harmony with
justification by faith!




Rom. 3:31 Rom. 3:31

Do we then overthrow VOOV OVV KOTOPYODUEV
the law by this faith? By 010, THG MIGTEMC; U

no means! On the YEVOLTO® GALOL VOLLOV
contrary, we uphold the IGTAVOLEV.

law.




Rom. 3:31 Rom. 3:31

Do we then overthrow TN RIOR D29V
the law by this faith? By T1KT V70V 17IR0TNY
no means! On the WTIR DONPR IR 77700
contrary, we uphold the trimhiohialy

law.

2 )
The Torah was

Genesis -

Deuteronomy
N /




Mt. 5:17 Mt. 5:17

Do not think that | have Mn) vouionte ét 0oV
come to abolish the KOTOADG L TOV VOUOV T
Law or the Prophets; | TOLC TPOPNTOC" OVK

have not come to MABov KoTaAdoor GAla

abolish them but to/

fulfill them. The Torah was
Genesis -
Deuteronomy

\_




Rom. 4:1 Rom. 4:1

What then shall we say Ti oVv époduev

was gained by svpnkEvorl ARpadpL Tov
Abraham, our TPOTATOPO T|ULDV KOUTOL
forefather according to cOpKa,

the flesh?

2 )
The Torah was

Genesis -

Deuteronomy
N /




Paul wasn’t
abandoning the
Torah. He was

demonstrating its
harmony with
justification by faith!




Rom. 4:2 Rom. 4:2

For if Abraham was el yap APpaap €€ Epymv
justified by works, he £01K0LMON, Exel Kavynua,
has something to boast aAA” OV TTPOG OOV.
about, but not before

God.




Rom. 4:3

For what does the
Scripture say?
“Abraham believed
God, and it was
counted to him as
righteousness.”

Rom. 4:3

Tl yap N ypagn Adyey;
eniotevcey 0 APpaaut
T Oe® Kol EAOYicHn
aVT@ EIG OTKOOGVVNV.




Rom. 4:3 Rom. 4:3

For what does the ol yap 1 ypoon AEYeL;
Scripture say? emiotevoey 0 APpadL
“Abraham believed T O Kol EAoyicOn
God, and it was OVTW €1G OTKOLOGVUVTV.
counted to him as

righteousness.”

[ | love the present tense! J




Gen. 15:6 Gen. 15:6 (LXX)

And he believed the Kol emictevoev APpap
LORD, and he counted it T® Oe®, Kol EAoyicOn
to him as 0VTO €1C OIKALOGVVIV.

righteousness.
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Gen. 15:1

After these things the
word of the LORD came
to Abram in a vision:
“Fear not, Abram, | am

your shield; your reward
shall be very great.”

Gen. 15:1 (LXX)

Meta 8¢ T PO
Tt £YEVnon priua
Kvupiov Tpog APpap v
opduaTt AEYmv M)
PoPov; APpap Eye
VTTEPAGTIC® GOV O
ue0¢ Gov ToOALC EGTO
GPOOPOL.




Gen. 15:6 Gen. 15:6 (LXX)

And he believed the Kol Emictevoev APpap
LORD, and he counted it T® Oe®, Kol EAoyicOn
to him as 0VTO €1C OIKALOGVVIV.

righteousness.




Rom. 4:3

For what does the
Scripture say?
“Abraham believed
God, and it was
counted to him as
righteousness.”

Rom. 4:3

Tl yap N ypagn Aéyey;
eniotevcey 0 APpaaut
T Oe® Kol EAOYicHn
aVT@ EIG OTKOOGVVNV.




Rom. 4:3 Rom. 4:3

For what does the ol yap 1 ypoon AEYeL;
Scripture say? eniotevcey o0& APpaap
“Abraham believed T O Kol EAoyicOn
God, and it was QVTE €1C OIKAULOGVVIV.

counted to him as
righteousness.”

(“Counted” = AoyiCouat (logizomai)\
An accounting term.
Put into the credits ledger




Faith isn’t righteousness; faith is the
means to the free gift of righteousness



Rom. 4:4

Now to the one who
works, his wages are
not counted as a gift
but as his due.

Rom. 4:4

T 0€ EPYOLOUEVD O
eHo¢ ov koytqsrou KoUTaL
vapv AL Kool

oQeiAN O,




Eph. 2:5

...even when we were
dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together
with Christ—Dby grace

you have been saved—

Eph. 2:5

Kol OVTOG NS VEKPOUC
TOIC TOPOUTTOUACLY
GLVECWOTOINGEV T
Xpot, _ ybpitt Eote
GECMOGUEVOL




Rom. 4:4

Now to the one who
works, his wages are
not counted as a gift
but as his due.

Rom. 4:4

T 0€ EPYOLOUEVD O
eHo¢ ov koytqsrou KoUTaL
vapv AL Kool

oQeiAN O,




.1 Abraham was justified by faith
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God does the impossible

We rejoice with King David



Abraham was justified by faith

God does the impossible

We rejoice with King David



Rom. 4:5 Rom. 4:5

And to the one who T 0€ U1 EpYaouEVM®
does not work but TIGTEVOVTL O £ML TOV
nelieves in him who OKOLOVVTO TOV AGeEPN
justifies the ungodly, AoyileTon 1 TOTIC AVTOU

nis faith is counted as £1C OIKOLOGUVTV*
righteousness,




Rom. 4:5 Rom. 4:5

And to the one who T 0€ U1 EpYaouEVM®
does not work but TGTEVOVTL O EML TOV
nelieves in him who OLKOLOVVTO TOV AGEPRN
justifies the ungodly, AoyiCeton 1 TOTIC AV TOV

his faith is counted as €15 O1KAL0GUVN V"
righteousness,

“Ungodly” = acefPnc (asebés)
A harsh word!!!
Irreverent, impious, violating norms




God justifies even
those who actively
oppose to him!



Here’s a
pParadox

Aw




Rom. 4:5

God justifies the
ungodly

Ex. 23:7
| will not acquit the
wicked.

Isa. 5:23
acquit the guilty

Rom. 4:5

OUKOOVVTO, TOV QoEPN

Ex. 23:7 (LXX)
OV OKOLMOCELC TOV AoEPN

Isa. 5:23 (LXX)
OLKOLOVVTEG TOV QGEPN




Rom. 4:3

For what does the
Scripture say?
“Abraham believed
God, and it was
counted to him as
righteousness.”

Rom. 4:3

Tl yap M ypagn Aéyey;
eniotevcEY 0 APpaaut
T Oe® Kol EAOYicHn
aVT@ EIG OTKOOGVVNV.




Rom. 4:5 Rom. 4:5

And to the one who T 0€ U1 EpYaouEVM®
does not work but TGTEVOVTL O EML TOV
nelieves in him who OLKOLOVVTO TOV AGEPRN
justifies the ungodly, AoyiCeton 1 TOTIC AV TOV

his faith is counted as €15 O1KAL0GUVN V"
righteousness,

“Ungodly” = acefPnc (asebés)
A harsh word!!!
Irreverent, impious, violating norms




" FF.BRUCE *

God forbids in the | B
Law what he in fact | |
does in the cross |

.~ TIM GRASS




Rom. 4:5 Rom. 4:5

And to the one who T 0€ U1 EpYaouEVM®
does not work but TIGTEVOVTL O £ML TOV
nelieves in him who OKOLOVVTO TOV AGeEPN
justifies the ungodly, ALoyileTon 1 TOTIC AVTOU

nis faith is counted as £1C OIKOLOGUVTV*
righteousness,




Abraham was justified by faith

God does the impossible

We rejoice with King David
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Abraham was justified by faith

God does the impossible

We rejoice with King David



Rom. 4:6 Rom. 4:6

just as David also Kaamep Kol Aowio Aeyel
speaks of the blessing TOV LOKOPIGUOV TOV
of the one to whom God avOpdToV @ O HedC

counts righteousness AOYICETOL OTKOLOGUVIV

apart from works: YOPLC EPYOV

@

\

‘Blessing” = poaxapiopnoc (makarismos)
The peak of Greek felicity!
happy, fortunate, blessed

(especially b/c of circumstances)




Rom. 4:7 Rom. 4:7

“Blessed are those HaKGPLoL OV AeLncav
whose lawless deeds ol avopLion
are forgiven, Kol OV EnekoAdeOncaV

and whose sins are ol auoptiot

covered;




Rom. 4:8 Rom. 4:8

blessed is the man HoKAPLog Gviip oV oV u
against whom the Lord AOYloMTOL KOUPLOG
will not count his sin.” opoptioy.

(«“Counted” = AoyiCoupan (logizomai)\
An accounting term.

S Put into the credits ledger )




Rom. 4:9

|s this blessing then
only for the
circumcised, or also for
the uncircumcised? For
we say that faith was
counted to Abraham as
righteousness.

Rom. 4:9

O HOKOPIGUOC 0DV OVTOG
£1TL TNV TEPLTOUNV T} Kol
ML TNV GkpoPuoTioy;
AEyouey yap: eLoyiocOn

T APpoaap 1) TOTIC E1C
OUKOLOGVVTV.




Rom. 4:3

For what does the
Scripture say?
“Abraham believed
God, and it was
counted to him as
righteousness.”

Rom. 4:3

Tl yap M ypagn Aéyey;
eniotevcEY 0 APpaaut
T Oe® Kol EAOYicHn
aVT@ EIG OTKOOGVVNV.




Rom. 4:10

How then was it
counted to him? Was it
before or after he had
been circumcised? It

was not after, but
before he was
circumcised.

Rom. 4:10

ndC ovv ELoyicOn; &v
eprtoun Ovil iy €v
aKpofvoTtig; OvK £V
TEPLTOUT OAA’ EV
aKpofuotigr
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Genesis

The backstory to

Genesis 17



Rom. 4:11

He received the signh of
circumcision as a seal
of the righteousness
that he had by faith
while he was still
uncircumcised.

Rom. 4:11

KOl GNUETOV EAPEV
TEPLTOUNGC GOPOAYION THG
OUKOOGVVNC TN TIGTEMC
TN v 11 akpofPvortiq,




Rom. 4:11

The purpose was to
make him the father of
all who believe without
being circumcised, so

that righteousness
would be counted to
them as well,

Rom. 4:11

gic 1O etvo aTOV TaTépo
TOVTOV TOV TIGTEVOVTOV
or’ akpoPvoTtiag, €i¢ TO
LoyieOfvan [kai] avToic
[tv] dwatoovvny,







Rom. 4:12

and to make him the
father of the
circumcised who are
not merely circumcised

but who also walk in
the footsteps of the
faith that our father

Abraham had before he
was circumcised.

Rom. 4:12

KO TTATEPAL TTEPITOUNG
TOIC OVK €K TEPLTOUNG
UOVoV GAAOL KO TOiC
GTOLYOVGLV TOIC 1YVECIV
¢ v akpoPuotig
TIGTEMC TOV TATPOG
NUOV APRpadL.




Points for The Bible SPEAKS!
Home




We worship a
God who does
the impossible!



We rightly rejoice!
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