
A Study in Revelation



Warm Up



Do It!



Cool Down



Review



Read!



Points

for Home





Let’s talk canon



Let’s talk canon



Let’s talk canon



Let’s talk canon



Canonization:

How were decisions made about which 

scrolls to put into the Bible library?



Old Testament:

was canon to Jesus and 

apostles

Jesus: “He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for 

the sake of your tradition?” (Matthew 15:3)



Old Testament:

was canon to Jesus and 

apostles

Jesus: “So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God.” 

(Matthew 15:6)



Old Testament:

was canon to Jesus and 

apostles

Jesus: “And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said 

to you by God:”

(Matthew 22:31)



Old Testament:

was canon to Jesus and 

apostles

Paul: “Then what advantage has the Jew? … Much in every way. To begin with, 

the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2)



Old Testament:

was canon to Jesus and 

apostles

Paul: “All scripture is breathed out by God…” 

(2 Timothy 3:16)



Words of Jesus:

were canon to

the apostles

Peter: “Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet [Jesus]… 

and it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be 

destroyed from the people” (Acts 3:22-23)



were canon to

the church

Peter: “Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet [Jesus]… 

and it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be 

destroyed from the people” (Acts 3:22-23)

Words of Jesus:



Apostolic Teaching:

was canon to

the church

Peter: “Some things in [Paul’s letters] that are hard to understand… the 

ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 

Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16)



Apostolic Teaching:

was canon to

the church

Peter: “Some things in [Paul’s letters] that are hard to understand… the 

ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 

Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16)



Apostolic Teaching:

was canon to

the church

Jesus: “he Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 

teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

(John 14:26)



Prayerful Church 

consensus led by the Holy 

Spirit as in Acts 15



The history of canon is a 

“history of need”



The links are clear

Polycarp to the Philippians 

(c.110AD):

Quotes/references - Matthew, Luke, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 

2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 

Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, 1 Peter, and 1 John



The links are clear

Polycarp to the Philippians 

(c.110AD):

“Only, as it is said in these scriptures, ‘be angry and sin 

not,’ and ‘do not let the sun set on your anger.’”



The links are clear

Irenaeus:



“While I was still a boy, I saw you in lower Asia with Polycarp… I recall the 

events of that time better than what has happened recently (for what we learn 

as children grows with the soul and becomes one with it), so that I can tell even 

the place where the blessed Polycarp sat and talked, his goings and comings, 

and manner of his life, and the appearance of his body, and the discourses 

which he gave to the multitude, and how he reported his living with John and 

The links are clear

Irenaeus:



“While I was still a boy, I saw you in lower Asia with Polycarp… I recall the 

events of that time better than what has happened recently (for what we learn 

as children grows with the soul and becomes one with it), so that I can tell even 

the place where the blessed Polycarp sat and talked, his goings and comings, 

and manner of his life, and the appearance of his body, and the discourses 

which he gave to the multitude, and how he reported his living with John and 

with the rest of the apostles who had seen the Lord, and how he remembered 

their words, and what the things were which he heard from them about the 

Lord, and about His miracles and about His teaching, how Polycarp received 

them from eyewitnesses of ‘the word of life,’ and proclaimed them all in 

harmony with the Scriptures.”

The links are clear

Irenaeus:



events of that time better than what has happened recently (for what we learn 

as children grows with the soul and becomes one with it), so that I can tell even 

the place where the blessed Polycarp sat and talked, his goings and comings, 

and manner of his life, and the appearance of his body, and the discourses 

which he gave to the multitude, and how he reported his living with John and 

with the rest of the apostles who had seen the Lord, and how he remembered 

their words, and what the things were which he heard from them about the 

Lord, and about His miracles and about His teaching, how Polycarp received 

them from eyewitnesses of ‘the word of life,’ and proclaimed them all in 

harmony with the Scriptures.”

The links are clear

Irenaeus:



which he gave to the multitude, and how he reported his living with John and 

with the rest of the apostles who had seen the Lord, and how he remembered 

their words, and what the things were which he heard from them about the 

Lord, and about His miracles and about His teaching, how Polycarp received 

them from eyewitnesses of ‘the word of life,’ and proclaimed them all in 

harmony with the Scriptures.”

The links are clear

Irenaeus:



The links are clear

Muratorian List

c.170AD, lists all but Peter, James, and 

Hebrews 
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Biblical Apocalyptic

Daniel Revelation

Isaiah 24-27 Zechariah Ezekiel

Isaiah 55-66





Especially animals!



Peculia

r Use 

of 

Numbers



A DIVINE number



An EARTHLY number
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Visions 
and 

Dreams



Coming 
Cataclysm



An Age
to Come



Angels 
and 

Demons



Pseudonymity



Warm Up



Do It!



Rev. 1:1-2 

The revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave 
him to show to his 
servants the things that 
must soon take place. He 
made it known by 
sending his angel to his 
servant John…

Rev. 1:1-2

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ ἣν ἔδωκεν

αὐτῷ ὁ θεὸς δεῖξαι τοῖς

δούλοις αὐτοῦ ἃ δεῖ

γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ

ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας

διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ

τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ

Ἰωάννῃ



John 

who?



Revelation is by “a certain man with us, whose name was John, one of the 

apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a revelation that was made to him.”



Rev. 1:1-2 

He made it known by 
sending his angel to his 
servant John who bore 
witness to the word of 
God and to the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, even to all 
that he saw.

Rev. 1:1-2

καὶ ἐσήμανεν

ἀποστείλας διὰ τοῦ

ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ τῷ

δούλῳ αὐτοῦ Ἰωάννῃ

ὃς ἐμαρτύρησεν τὸν

λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ

τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ ὅσα εἶδεν.



Rev. 1:3 

Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud the words of 
this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who 
hear, and who keep what 
is written in it, for the 
time is near.

Rev. 1:3

Μακάριος ὁ

ἀναγινώσκων καὶ οἱ

ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους

τῆς προφητείας καὶ

τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ

γεγραμμένα, ὁ γὰρ

καιρὸς ἐγγύς.



Rev. 1:4 

John to the seven
churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace 
from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne

Rev. 1:4

Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ

ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ

Ἀσίᾳ· χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ

εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ

ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος καὶ

ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ

πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον

τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ
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Rev. 1:4 

John to the seven
churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace 
from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne

Rev. 1:4

Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ

ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ

Ἀσίᾳ· χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ

εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ

ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος καὶ

ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ

πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον

τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ



Rev. 1:4 

John to the seven
churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace 
from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne

Rev. 1:4

Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ

ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ

Ἀσίᾳ· χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ

εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ

ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος καὶ

ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ

πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον

τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ

See Exodus 3:14-15



Rev. 1:4 

John to the seven
churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace 
from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne

Rev. 1:4

Ἰωάννης ταῖς ἑπτὰ

ἐκκλησίαις ταῖς ἐν τῇ

Ἀσίᾳ· χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ

εἰρήνη ἀπὸ ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ

ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος καὶ

ἀπὸ τῶν ἑπτὰ

πνευμάτων ἃ ἐνώπιον

τοῦ θρόνου αὐτοῦ
See Isaiah 11:2



Rev. 1:5 

and from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on 
earth.

Rev. 1:5

καὶ ἀπὸ Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ, ὁ μάρτυς, ὁ

πιστός, ὁ πρωτότοκος

τῶν νεκρῶν καὶ ὁ

ἄρχων τῶν βασιλέων

τῆς γῆς.



Rev. 1:5 

and from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on 
earth.

Rev. 1:5

καὶ ἀπὸ Ἰησοῦ

Χριστοῦ, ὁ μάρτυς, ὁ

πιστός, ὁ πρωτότοκος

τῶν νεκρῶν καὶ ὁ

ἄρχων τῶν βασιλέων

τῆς γῆς.
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Rev. 1:5-6 

To him who loves us and 
has freed us from our sins 
by his blood and made us 
a kingdom, priests to his 
God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.

Rev. 1:5-6

Τῷ ἀγαπῶντι ἡμᾶς καὶ

λύσαντι ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῶν

ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν ἐν τῷ

αἵματι αὐτοῦ, καὶ

ἐποίησεν ἡμᾶς βασιλείαν, 

ἱερεῖς τῷ θεῷ καὶ πατρὶ

αὐτοῦ, αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα καὶ

τὸ κράτος εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας

τῶν αἰώνων· ἀμήν.



Jesus unties us from 

our sins!



Rev. 1:5-6 

To him who loves us and 
has freed us from our sins 
by his blood and made us 
a kingdom, priests to his 
God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.

Rev. 1:5-6

Τῷ ἀγαπῶντι ἡμᾶς καὶ

λύσαντι ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῶν

ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν ἐν τῷ

αἵματι αὐτοῦ, καὶ

ἐποίησεν ἡμᾶς βασιλείαν, 

ἱερεῖς τῷ θεῷ καὶ πατρὶ

αὐτοῦ, αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα καὶ

τὸ κράτος εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας

τῶν αἰώνων· ἀμήν.



We are a kingdom of servants



Rev. 1:5-6 

To him who loves us and 
has freed us from our sins 
by his blood and made us 
a kingdom, priests to his 
God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.

Rev. 1:5-6

Τῷ ἀγαπῶντι ἡμᾶς καὶ

λύσαντι ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῶν

ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν ἐν τῷ

αἵματι αὐτοῦ, καὶ

ἐποίησεν ἡμᾶς βασιλείαν, 

ἱερεῖς τῷ θεῷ καὶ πατρὶ

αὐτοῦ, αὐτῷ ἡ δόξα καὶ

τὸ κράτος εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας

τῶν αἰώνων· ἀμήν.



Rev. 1:7

Behold, he is coming with 
the clouds, and every eye 
will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all 
tribes of the earth will 
wail on account of him. 
Even so. Amen.

Rev. 1:7

Ἰδοὺ ἔρχεται μετὰ τῶν

νεφελῶν, καὶ ὄψεται

αὐτὸν πᾶς ὀφθαλμὸς

καὶ οἵτινες αὐτὸν

ἐξεκέντησαν, καὶ

κόψονται ἐπ’ αὐτὸν

πᾶσαι αἱ φυλαὶ τῆς

γῆς. ναί, ἀμήν.

See Daniel 7:13

See Zechariah 12:10

See Exodus 13:21



Rev. 1:8

“I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is and who 
was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”

Rev. 1:8

Ἐγώ εἰμι τὸ ἄλφα καὶ τὸ

ὦ, λέγει κύριος ὁ θεός, ὁ

ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ

ἐρχόμενος, ὁ

παντοκράτωρ.



The Sovereignty of God stretches over all your 

life



Warm Up



Do It!



Cool Down



We can rely on 
Scripture for life

“The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance 

all that I have said to you”

(Jn. 14:26)



God reaches 
all of you 

“I am the Alpha and the 

Omega”

(Rev. 1:8)



Let’s serve our king!

He “made us a kingdom, 

priests to his God”

(Rev. 1:6)



A Study in Revelation


