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“God’s invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 
in the things that have been made” (Rom. 1:20)
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Everybody loves a good secret



Ancient Greek 
Mystery 
Religions



Early Christian 
Gnosticism



Biblical-era 
Judaism

The Dead Sea Scroll discoveries 
revealed a wealth of 

“apocalyptic” literature



APOCALYPTIC:

When speaking of antiquity, it can refer to a type 
of writing or to a religion.  It doesn’t always mean 
the end of time!



Apocalyptic Literature

Discerning divine secrets by dreams, 
visions, or angelic explanation



Apocalyptic

Discerning divine secrets by dreams, 
visions, or angelic explanation

The Past The Present The Future



Apocalyptic

Discerning divine secrets by dreams, 
visions, or angelic explanation

Features:

• Rich in symbolism





The Chronicles of Narnia don’t 
have to be real or else we deny 

the fact of World War II



The parables of Jesus 
don’t have to be factual 
events or else we deny 

the resurrection

We honor God’s 
word when we read 

it in context!!!



Daniel 7 “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the 
four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 



And four great beasts came up out of the sea, 
different from one another.



The first was like a lion and had eagles’ 
wings. Then as I looked its wings were 

plucked off, and it was lifted up from the 
ground and made to stand on two feet like a 
man, and the mind of a man was given to it.



And behold, another beast, a second one, like 
a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had 

three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and 
it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’



After this I looked, and behold, another, 
like a leopard, with four wings of a bird 

on its back. And the beast had four 
heads, and dominion was given to it.



After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a 
fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and 

exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it 
devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what 
was left with its feet. It was different from all the 
beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.”







Apocalyptic

Discerning divine secrets by dreams, 
visions, or angelic explanation

Features:

• Rich in symbolism

• Numerology



500 years = Forever?
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Discerning divine secrets by dreams, 
visions, or angelic explanation
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• Numerology

• Warring angels and demons
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Discerning divine secrets by dreams, 
visions, or angelic explanation

Features:

• Rich in symbolism

• Numerology

• Warring angels and demons

• End times / New Age



AGENDA



AGENDA





We can put apocalyptic works into buckets



We will look at apocalyptic works in two buckets

Pseudepigraphal
Biblical



Biblical

Apocalyptic Literature

Daniel



Biblical

Apocalyptic Literature

Daniel

Revelation

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show to 

his servants the things that 
must soon take place”

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ



Biblical

Apocalyptic Literature

Daniel

Revelation

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show to 

his servants the things that 
must soon take place”

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ



Biblical

Apocalyptic Literature

Daniel

Revelation

Some of:

Zechariah



And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four horns! 
And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these?” And he said to me, “These are the horns that 
have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” Then the 
LORD showed me four craftsmen. And I said, “What are 
these coming to do?” He said, “These are the horns that 
scattered Judah, so that no one raised his head. And 
these have come to terrify them, to cast down the horns 
of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land 
of Judah to scatter it.” (Zech. 1:18-21)



Biblical

Apocalyptic Literature

Daniel

Revelation

Some of:

Zechariah

Isaiah

Ezekiel



We will look at apocalyptic works in two buckets

Pseudepigraphal
Biblical



Pseudepigraphal

Apocalyptic Literature

Jewish (> dozen)

Books of Enoch



Chs. 6-19: An account of fallen angels

Chs. 20-36: Universe, Center of Earth, Hell

Chs. 37-44: Future Kingdom of God

Chs. 45-57: Son of Man comes as Messiah

Chs. 58-71: The glories of the conquering Messiah

Chs. 72-end: History and more



Pseudepigraphal

Apocalyptic Literature

Jewish (> dozen)

Books of Enoch

4 Ezra



A series of seven visions

Powerful testimony of God Most High

Addresses serious questions of “Why?”

Offers eschatology and Messiah



Pseudepigraphal

Apocalyptic Literature

Jewish (> dozen)

Books of Enoch

4 Ezra

Apocalypse of Abraham

Apocalypse of Baruch



Pseudepigraphal

Apocalyptic Literature

of Abraham

Christian (> dozen)

Shepherd of Hermas

Apocalypse of Peter



AGENDA



There are Treasures in God’s word!

Don’t miss 
the obvious

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15)



“God’s invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 
in the things that have been made” (Rom. 1:20)

Of, the breadth and depth of our God!



And THAT is no secret!!!
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