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metaphor 

John 19:39 





“We must work the works of him 
who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming, when no one can work.  
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world” (Jn. 9:4-5) 





“But if anyone walks in the night, 
he stumbles, because the light is not in him” 

(Jn. 11:10) 
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John is working a 
metaphor 

John 19:39 

John 3:19-21 
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Judas 

Then after he [Judas] had taken the 
morsel, Satan entered into him. … he 

immediately went out. And it was night  
(Jn 13:27-30) 
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Jn 3:2-10 

What you MUST DO, 

you CAN DO through God! 
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Get the contrast! 

Nick: 
We “know” you 

are a teacher 
from God 

Jesus: 
You are a 

teacher from 
Israel, listen to 
what we know! 
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Born from above? 
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(ἄνωθεν) 

• “From above” (Mt. 27:51) 

• “Again” (Gal. 4:9) 





William Barclay 

Unless one is 
“reborn from above…” 



Catch the 
tenderness 



Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the 

LORD, Israel is my firstborn son’ (Ex. 4:22)  



Do you thus repay the LORD, you foolish and 

senseless people? Is not he your father, who created 

you, who made you and established you? (Dt. 32:6)  
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How can I give you 
up Israel? 
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Lamb III 

For my heart’s 
overturned 
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My compassion 
are kindled 
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But again will my 
anger be burned 
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“Unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the 
kingdom of God” 

God will then purify every deed of man with this truth; He will refine for Himself the 
human frame by rooting out all spirit of falsehood from the bounds of his flesh.  He 

will cleanse him of all wicked deeds with the spirit of holiness; like purifying waters He 
will shed upon him the spirit of truth (to cleanse him) of all abomination and 

falsehood.  And he shall be plunged into the spirit of purification that he may instruct 
the upright in the knowledge of the Most High and teach the wisdom of the sons of 

heaven to the perfect of way. (1 QS iv 20-22) 





“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life” (Jn. 3:15)  





“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16)  
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Journey into the light 

But whoever does what is 
true comes to the light”  

(Jn. 3:21)  





Journey with God’s 
power 



Journey with God’s 
power 

“How can these things be?” 
 (Jn 3:9)  
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Journey expectantly 

“unless one is born again 
he cannot see the 

kingdom of God” (Jn 3:3) 


