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FDR and Congress (Dec. 26, 1941) 



Lincoln (1863): Last Thursday Nov. 



“The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled 
with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To 

these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they come… I do 

therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United 
States, and also those who are at sea and those who are 

sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last 
Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and 

Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens” 



In 1933, the last Thursday 
in was Nov. 30
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A harvest celebration in 
September/October 1621



God instructed Moses that 
Israel would have a harvest 

Thanksgiving each year
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John 7



Alfred Edersheim
(1825-1889)







On each of the seven days of the feast a priest drew 
water from the pool of Siloam in a golden flagon and 
brought it in procession to the Temple with the joyful 
sounding of the trumpet. There the water was poured 
into a bowl beside the altar from which a tube took it 
to the base of the altar. These symbolic ceremonies 
were acted thanksgivings for God’s mercies in giving 

water in past days (probably looking right back to the 
smiting of the rock in the wilderness…



…and then on to the giving of rain in recent years). 
They were also an acted prayer for rain for the coming 
year. It is also significant that the words of Isaiah are 
associated with these ceremonies: “With joy you will 
draw water from the wells of salvation” (Isa. 12:3). 
The Mishnah says, “He that never has seen the joy of 
the Water-drawing has never in his life seen joy” 
(Sukk. 5:1). 



The Jerusalem Talmud connects the 
ceremonies and Isaiah 12:3 with the Holy 
Spirit: “Why is the name of it called, The 
drawing out of water? Because of the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit, according to what is said: 
‘With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation.’”
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