
Philippians

One Sentence
Ten Clauses!





Phil. 2:1-4 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, 
any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.
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Phil. 2:1-2 So if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, complete 
my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind.

Phil. 2:3 Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 

Phil. 2:4 Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of 
others.



Phil. 2:1-4 Εἴ τις οὖν παράκλησις ἐν Χριστῷ, εἴ τι 

παραμύθιον ἀγάπης, εἴ τις κοινωνία πνεύματος, εἴ τις 

σπλάγχνα καὶ οἰκτιρμοί, πληρώσατέ μου τὴν χαρὰν ἵνα

τὸ αὐτὸ φρονῆτε, τὴν αὐτὴν ἀγάπην ἔχοντες, σύμψυχοι, 

τὸ ἓν φρονοῦντες, μηδὲν κατ᾿ ἐριθείαν μηδὲ κατὰ

κενοδοξίαν ἀλλὰ τῇ ταπεινοφροσύνῃ ἀλλήλους

ἡγούμενοι ὑπερέχοντας ἑαυτῶν, μὴ τὰ ἑαυτῶν ἕκαστος

σκοποῦντες ἀλλὰ [καὶ] τὰ ἑτέρων ἕκαστοι.

One Sentence
Ten Clauses!
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Paul’s Attitude

Toward 
God

Phil. 2:1 So if there is any 
encouragement in 
Christ, any comfort from 
love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy…

Phil. 2:1 Εἴ τις οὖν

παράκλησις ἐν Χριστῷ, εἴ

τι παραμύθιον ἀγάπης, εἴ

τις κοινωνία πνεύματος, εἴ

τις σπλάγχνα καὶ

οἰκτιρμοί…



All of life

The “gospel”

Paul saw all of life through the 
prism of the death of Christ

Paul’s view



1 Cor 2:2 - “I decided to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”



What exactly does that look like?

Paul explains in Phil. 1:27-2:18



This becomes Paul’s theme 
statement for Phil. 1:27-2:18

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”
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paraklesis (παράκλησις): encouragement,
lifting another’s spirits, comfort, consolation,

calling to someone’s aid



Olympics, Horses, 
and Suffering!



We also share
in his victory

We share the 
sufferings of Christ

2 Cor. 1:5
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paraklesis (παράκλησις): encouragement,
lifting another’s spirits, comfort, consolation,
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1 Ths. 4:18
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paramuthion (παραμύθιον) emphasizes that 
which offers consolation; the means of 

consolation and encouragement
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Koinonia as an 
aspen grove
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2 Cor. 13:13-14

Rom. 5:5
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Root and Fruit
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plero-o (πληρόω): fill to the full!
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Most of the time
I'm clear focused all around

Most of the time
I can keep both feet on the ground

I can follow the path
I can read the signs

Stay right with it
When the road unwinds
I can handle whatever

I stumble upon
I don't even notice

She's gone
Most of the time

Most of the time I'm clear 
focused all around. Most of the 
time I can keep both feet on the 
ground; I can follow the path
I can read the signs; Stay right 
with it when the road unwinds
I can handle whatever I stumble 
upon I don't even notice she's 
gone

Most of the time
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phrone-o (φρονέω): mindset or disposition
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Phil. 2:3-4 …[being of 
one mind] do nothing 
from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility 
count others more 
significant than 
yourselves…

Phil. 2:3-4 … [τὸ ἓν

φρονοῦντες] μηδὲν κατ  ̓

ἐριθείαν μηδὲ κατὰ
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ἑαυτῶν…
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eritheia (ἐριθεία) is a huge concept



Jms 3:16; Gal. 5:20; 2 Cor. 12:20; Rm 2:8; Gen 3
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tapeinos (ταπεινός) was NOT a virtue in the Roman world!



Phil. 2:3-4 … let each of 
you look not only to his 
own interests, but also 
to the interests of 
others.

Phil. 2:3-4 … μὴ τὰ ἑαυτῶν

ἕκαστος σκοποῦντες ἀλλὰ

[καὶ] τὰ ἑτέρων ἕκαστοι.

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”



Points to Ponder:

Living in the ethics
of the cross

“Let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel… encouragement, 
comfort, affection, sympathy…”

(Phil. 1:27, 2:1)



Points to Ponder:

The importance of unity

“same mind… same love… full 
accord…one mind”

(Phil. 2:2)



Points to Ponder:

The importance of 
“otherness”

“in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the 

interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4)



Time for church!


