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Paul’s Attitude

Toward 
God

Phil. 1:27 Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of 
the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may 
hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving side 
by side for the faith of the 
gospel,

Phil. 1:27 Μόνον ἀξίως τοῦ
εὐαγγελίου τοῦ Χριστοῦ
πολιτεύεσθε, ἵνα εἴτε ἐλθὼν
καὶ ἰδὼν ὑμᾶς εἴτε ἀπὼν
ἀκούω τὰ περὶ ὑμῶν, ὅτι
στήκετε ἐν ἑνὶ πνεύματι, 
μιᾷ ψυχῇ συναθλοῦντες τῇ
πίστει τοῦ εὐαγγελίου
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All of life

The “gospel”

Paul saw all of life through the 
prism of the death of Christ

Paul’s view



1 Cor 2:2 - “I decided to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”



What exactly does that look like?
Paul explains in Phil. 1:27-2:18



This becomes Paul’s theme 
statement for Phil. 1:27-2:18

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”
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Axios (ἀξίως): In a manner worthy or suitable



All of life

The “gospel”

Paul saw all of life through the 
prism of the death of Christ

Paul’s view
The gospel has 
ethical content
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politeuomai (πολιτεύομαι): be a citizen/have a home
In this form (the “middle”), it means to 

conduct your life like a citizen
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Phil. 1:27 
Μόνον ἀξίως
τοῦ εὐαγγελίου
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one thing: Live 
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382 336
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42

Battle
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Jesus
50-52
Paul

Acts 16

Philippi is a Roman “colony” – an outpost of Rome with 
citizen rights of Rome; Roman law; and Roman rule



Phil. 1:27 Only 
let your manner 
of life be 
worthy of the 
gospel of 
Christ... (ESV)

Phil. 1:27 
Μόνον ἀξίως
τοῦ εὐαγγελίου
τοῦΧριστοῦ
πολιτεύεσθε…

Phil. 1:27 Just 
one thing: Live 
like a citizen, in
a manner 
suitable for 
citizenship in 
the gospel of 
Christ …
(Scratchpad)As Philippi is a Roman “colony,” think of the 

church as a “Kingdom of God colony”
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Unity and koinonia is POWERFUL

Jn 17:20-21 do not ask for these only, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, 
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
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sun+athle-o (συναθλέω): “with” + _____________



sun+athle-o (συναθλέω): “with” + wrestle, contend 
for a prize, fight...



Paul’s Attitude

Toward 
God

Phil. 1:27 Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of 
the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may 
hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving side 
by side for the faith of the 
gospel…

Phil. 1:27 Μόνον ἀξίως τοῦ
εὐαγγελίου τοῦ Χριστοῦ
πολιτεύεσθε, ἵνα εἴτε ἐλθὼν
καὶ ἰδὼν ὑμᾶς εἴτε ἀπὼν
ἀκούω τὰ περὶ ὑμῶν, ὅτι
στήκετε ἐν ἑνὶ πνεύματι, 
μιᾷ ψυχῇ συναθλοῦντες τῇ
πίστει τοῦ εὐαγγελίου…



Olympics, Horses, 
and Suffering!

1:27 1:28

1:29



Paul’s Attitude

Toward 
God

Phil. 1:28 …and not 
frightened in anything by 
your opponents. This is a 
clear sign to them of their 
destruction, but of your 
salvation, and that from 
God

Phil. 1:28  …καὶ μὴ
πτυρόμενοι ἐν μηδενὶ ὑπὸ
τῶν ἀντικειμένων, ἥτις
ἐστὶν αὐτοῖς ἔνδειξις
ἀπωλείας, ὑμῶν δὲ
σωτηρίας, καὶ τοῦτο ἀπὸ
θεοῦ·
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The believer should have 
“uncommon boldness”
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soteria (σωτηρία): deliverance, preservation, salvation
Ps. 18:3,46
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Paul’s Attitude

Toward 
God

Phil. 1:29-30 …For it has 
been granted to you that 
for the sake of Christ you 
should not only believe in 
him but also suffer for his 
sake, engaged in the same 
conflict that you saw I had 
and now hear that I still 
have.

Phil. 1:29-30  …ὅτι ὑμῖν
ἐχαρίσθη τὸ ὑπὲρ Χριστοῦ, 
οὐ μόνον τὸ εἰς αὐτὸν
πιστεύειν ἀλλὰ καὶ τὸ ὑπὲρ
αὐτοῦ πάσχειν, τὸν αὐτὸν
ἀγῶνα ἔχοντες, οἷον εἴδετε
ἐν ἐμοὶ καὶ νῦν ἀκούετε ἐν
ἐμοί.
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charizomai (χαρίζομαι): give graciously
Common term in civic awards and documents honoring officials



Paul saw things differently



Paul took the long view
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Points to Ponder:

OLYMPICS
Live United!

“standing firm in one spirit, with 
one mind striving side by side for 

the faith of the gospel”
(Phil. 1:27)



Points to Ponder:

HORSES
Have uncommon boldness
“… not frightened in anything …” 

(Phil. 1:28)



Points to Ponder:

SUFFERING
Take the long view

…it has been granted to you that for 
the sake of Christ you should not only 

believe in him but also suffer…
(Phil. 1:29)



Time for church!


