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Most thinkers about Jesus are silo thinkers

A B C D

Myth Good 
man

Created 
by the 
church

God 
as a 
man



Here Comes Paul writing Philippians 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 



Here Comes Paul writing Philippians 2:5-11

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name,  so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Read in 
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The Author

A family of note

Stellar career

Church

Foe of Christ

Paul has a face-to-face encounter 
with Jesus



Who is Jesus for Paul???

A B C D

Myth Good 
man

Created 
by the 
church

God 
as a 
man



The Letter

Paul is teaching the Philippians 
how to live in the gospel



Phil. 2:3-4 …[being of 
one mind] do nothing 
from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility 
count others more 
significant than 
yourselves…

Phil. 2:3-4 … [τὸ ἓν

φρονοῦντες] μηδὲν κατ  ̓

ἐριθείαν μηδὲ κατὰ

κενοδοξίαν ἀλλὰ τῇ

ταπεινοφροσύνῃ ἀλλήλους

ἡγούμενοι ὑπερέχοντας

ἑαυτῶν…

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”
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Phil. 2:5 Have this mind
among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ 
Jesus…

Phil. 2:5 Τοῦτο φρονεῖτε ἐν

ὑμῖν ὃ καὶ ἐν Χριστῷ

Ἰησοῦ…

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

phrone-o (φρονέω): mindset or disposition



Phil. 2:5 Have this mind
among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ 
Jesus…

Phil. 2:5 Τοῦτο φρονεῖτε ἐν

ὑμῖν ὃ καὶ ἐν Χριστῷ

Ἰησοῦ…

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

“Present tense”: do this constantly



Rom. 12:2 “Do not 
be conformed to 
this world, but be 
transformed by 
the renewal of 
your mind…”

Rewiring your brain…



Phil. 2:5 Have this mind 
among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ 
Jesus…

Phil. 2:5 Τοῦτο φρονεῖτε ἐν

ὑμῖν ὃ καὶ ἐν Χριστῷ

Ἰησοῦ…

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

“Y’all” have this among “y’all”



This is also about community life



Phil. 2:5 Have this 
mind among 
yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ 
Jesus... (ESV)

Phil. 2:5 Τοῦτο

φρονεῖτε ἐν

ὑμῖν ὃ καὶ ἐν

Χριστῷ

Ἰησοῦ…

Phil. 2:5 In your 
relationships with 
one another, have 
the same mindset 
as Christ Jesus: 
(NIV)

“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”



Think like Jesus!



Rom. 12:2 “Do not 
be conformed to 
this world, but be 
transformed by 
the renewal of 
your mind…”

Rewiring your brain…



Overview and Placement

Christ – the Model

Digging (into) the Song!



The Author

Trained in law

Read in 
philosophy

Versed in 
athletics

Into music

Eph. 5:19 “addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody to the 

Lord with your heart…”



The Author

Into music

Col. 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God…”



Paul starts quoting a song!Paul starts quoting a song!
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“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

Phil. 2:6 ὃς ἐν μορφῇ

θεοῦ ὑπάρχων οὐχ

ἁρπαγμὸν ἡγήσατο τὸ

εἶναι ἴσα θεῷ…

Phil. 2:6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, 
did not count equality 
with God a thing to be 
grasped…

morphē (μορφῇ): form, outward appearance, 
shape and essence!
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Aristotle

Physics

Physics is concerned with 
things that change

Some incidental… Some substantial…
morphē (μορφῇ): form, 
outward appearance, 
shape and essence!



Most thinkers about Jesus are silo thinkers
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Myth Good 
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man



“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”
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did not count equality 
with God a thing to be 
grasped…

morphē (μορφῇ): form, outward appearance, 
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“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

Phil. 2:6 ὃς ἐν μορφῇ

θεοῦ ὑπάρχων οὐχ

ἁρπαγμὸν ἡγήσατο τὸ

εἶναι ἴσα θεῷ…

Phil. 2:6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, 
did not count equality 
with God a thing to be 
grasped…

huparxon (ὑπάρχων): what you possess;
who you really are!

Mt. 19:21; 24:47 Lk. 8:41; 9:48



“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

Phil. 2:6 ὃς ἐν μορφῇ

θεοῦ ὑπάρχων οὐχ

ἁρπαγμὸν ἡγήσατο τὸ

εἶναι ἴσα θεῷ…

Phil. 2:6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, 
did not count equality 
with God a thing to be 
grasped…

huparxon (ὑπάρχων): what you possess;
who you really are!

Lk. 14:33



Think like Jesus!



Act like Jesus!



“Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ”

Phil. 2:6 ὃς ἐν μορφῇ

θεοῦ ὑπάρχων οὐχ

ἁρπαγμὸν ἡγήσατο τὸ

εἶναι ἴσα θεῷ…

Phil. 2:6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, 
did not count equality 
with God a thing to be 
grasped…

harpagmon (ἁρπαγμὸν): this is a robbery 
word!  A taking of property!
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The Seikilos
tombstone

While you live, shine

Don’t grieve at all

Take life loudly

You can’t stop death



The Seikilos
tombstone

Jesus Christ set aside 
his God head

Born as a human

Died; Resurrected

He’s coming again;
Savior of all



kenodozia (κενοδοξίαν) is a huge concept



Points to Ponder:

The saving gospel is tied to 
a well-lived life

“And he said to all, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up 

his cross daily and follow me”
(Lk. 9:23)



Points to Ponder:

Follow Jesus, the model life

“For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so 

that you by his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Cor. 8:9)



Points to Ponder:

Praise God

“In the cross, Gods’ true 
character, his outlandish 

expression of love, was fully 
manifested” – Gordon Fee



Time for church!


