Paul:
a legal
case study
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Historical Contextis Critical




For Paul’s era, our best cameras are “books”




For a just trial, the defendant must know for
what crimes he or she is being tried




At the time of Paul,
a Roman trial
typically had a

“formula” stage
where the charges
were clarified




(7))
. o
9
ad
(g0)
(7))
-
&)
J
<

1-9

Acts 24




Accusations:

Acts 24:1-9
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VERY IMPORTANT:
What can we know

about the judge?
PERSONALLY
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“And Jesus went and I|ved in a city caIIed Nazareth SO

that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled,
that he would be called a Nazarene” (Mt. 2:23)
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SAMARIA [
TO CHRISTIANS:

“There shall come
forth a shoot from
the stump of
Jesse, and a branch

from his roots shall
bear fruit ” (Isa. 11:1)
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TO CHRISTIANS:
“There shall come P ia
forth a shoot from PP

rusalem [
the stump of &N
Jesse, and a branch [ =

from his roots shall ”
bear fruit ” (Isa. 11:1)
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TO JEWS:

“The children of the
ungodly put out few
branches; they are
unhealthy roots on
sheer rock”

e | (Sirach 40:15)
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{ 41-54 Claudius is Emperor 154-68 Nero is Emperor}

/48-52 Cumanus is\/ 52-59 Felix is :

Rome’s procurator | Rome’s procurator

5 for Judea A for Judea y

{ Paul’s arrest }




40AD

Timeline of Relevant Events and History

50AD

57AD || 60AD

ﬂ

{ 41-54 Claudius is Emperor 154-68 Nero is Emperor}

-

(&

48-52 Cumanus is
Rome’s procurat

for Judea

52-59 Felix is

ome’s procurator

for Judea

~

/

{ Paul’s arrest }




Points for home




Points for home “And Jesus went and lived in a city
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fulfilled, that he would be called a
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Points for home

“And Jesus went and lived in a city
called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be
fulfilled, that he would be called a
Nazarene”

(Mt. 2:23)

Jesus, the branch that
bears fruit



Points for home

“We have found this man a plague,
one who stirs up riots among all the
Jews throughout the world and is a
ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes. He even tried to profane
the temple” (Acts 24:5-6).




Points for home

“We have found this man a plague,
one who stirs up riots among all the
Jews throughout the world and is a
ringleader of the sect of the
Nazarenes. He even tried to profane
the temple” (Acts 24:5-6).

Following Jesus is not always
blue skies and rainbows



Points for home B «y,, can verify that it is not more

than twelve days since | went up
to worship in Jerusalem”
(Acts 24:7)




Points for home B «y,, can verify that it is not more
Ga 1 than twelve days since | went up

to worship in Jerusalem”
(Acts 24:7)

| will seek to do my best
for God and his kingdom




