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“And they lived 
happily ever after”



Real life isn’t a Disney movie



Witness: 
King David



The storyline

The contrast

The moral



The storyline



The Setting





Israel is a confederation 
of twelve tribes



Israel is a confederation 
of twelve tribes

48 
scattered 

cities







Then all the men of Israel came to the king 
and said to the king, “Why have our brothers 

the men of Judah stolen you away and 
brought the king and his household over the 

Jordan, and all David’s men with him?”



All the men of Judah answered the men of 
Israel, “Because the king is our close 

relative. Why then are you angry over this 
matter? Have we eaten at all at the king’s 

expense? Or has he given us any gift?”



And the men of Israel answered the men of 
Judah, “We have ten shares in the king, and 
in David also we have more than you. Why 
then did you despise us? Were we not the 

first to speak of bringing back our king?” But 
the words of the men of Judah were fiercer 

than the words of the men of Israel. (2 Sm19)



Now there happened to be there a worthless 
man, whose name was Sheba, the son of 

Bichri, a Benjaminite. And he blew the 
trumpet and said, “We have no portion in 

David, and we have no inheritance in the son 
of Jesse; every man to his tents, O Israel!”



So all the men of Israel withdrew from David 
and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But 

the men of Judah followed their king 
steadfastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem.



The town of Kiriath-jearim:
the border between Benjamin and Judah



And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the 
son of Bichri will do us more harm than 
Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and 

pursue him, lest he get himself to fortified 
cities and escape from us.”



The tel of Abel Beth-maacah





And Sheba passed through all the tribes of 
Israel to Abel of Beth-maacah, and all the 
Bichrites assembled and followed him in.



And all the men who were with Joab came 
and besieged him in Abel of Beth-maacah. 

They cast up a mound against the city, and it 
stood against the rampart, and they were 

battering the wall to throw it down.



Then a wise woman called from the city, 
“Listen! Listen! Tell Joab, ‘Come here, that I 

may speak to you.’”



And he came near her, and the woman said, 
“Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then 

she said to him, “Listen to the words of your 
servant.” And he answered, “I am listening.”



Then she said, “They used to say in former 
times, ‘Let them but ask counsel at Abel,’ 

and so they settled a matter.



I am one of those who are peaceable and 
faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city 

that is a mother in Israel. Why will you 
swallow up the heritage of the LORD?”



Joab answered, “Far be it from me, far be it, 
that I should swallow up or destroy! That is 

not true. But a man of the hill country of 
Ephraim, called Sheba the son of Bichri, has 

lifted up his hand against King David.



Give up him alone, and I will withdraw from 
the city.” And the woman said to Joab, 

“Behold, his head shall be thrown to you 
over the wall.”



Then the woman went to all the people in her 
wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba 
the son of Bichri and threw it out to Joab. So 

he blew the trumpet, and they dispersed 
from the city, every man to his home. And 

Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.





The storyline

The contrast



2 Samuel 20:1 2 Samuel 20:1
Now there happened to 
be there a worthless 
man, whose name was 
Sheba, the son of Bichri, 
a Benjaminite.

עַל   יש בְלִיַַּ֗ א אִִ֣ ָ֜ ם נִקְר  וְש ָׁ֨

י   ן־בִכְרִִ֖ בַע בֶּ ֶׁ֥ וּשְמ֛וֹ שֶּ

י יש יְמִינִִ֑ אִִ֣



2 Samuel 20:1 2 Samuel 20:1
Now there happened to 
be there a worthless
man, whose name was 
Sheba, the son of Bichri, 
a Benjaminite.

יש  א אִִ֣ ָ֜ ם נִקְר  עַלוְש ָׁ֨ בְלִיַַּ֗

י   ן־בִכְרִִ֖ בַע בֶּ ֶׁ֥ וּשְמ֛וֹ שֶּ

י יש יְמִינִִ֑ אִִ֣

beliyya‘al ל) לִיַּעַּ ”worthless“ = (בְּ
the quality of being useless, good for nothing



beliyya‘al ל) לִיַּעַּ ”worthless“ = (בְּ
the quality of being useless, good for nothing

Judg. 20:13 Now therefore 
give up the men, the 

worthless fellows in Gibeah

1Sam. 2:12 Now the sons of 
Eli were worthless men. 

They did not know the LORD.

1Sam. 25:25 Let not my lord 
regard this worthless fellow, 

Nabal, for as his name is, so is he.

2Sam. 23:6 But worthless men are all 
like thorns that are thrown away,

for they cannot be taken with the hand;



2 Samuel 20:16 2 Samuel 20:16
Then a wise woman 
called from the city, 
“Listen! Listen! Tell Joab, 
‘Come here, that I may 
speak to you.’”

ה   ִ֖ מ  ה חֲכ  ֶׁ֥ א אִש  ֛ וַתִקְר 

יר שִמְע֤וּ שִמְעוּּ֙  עִִ֑ מִן־ה 

ב  ל־יוֹא ָ֔ ִ֣א אֶּ אִמְרוּ־נ 

ה  ִ֖ נ ה וַאֲדַבְר  ב עַד־ה ָ֔ קְרִַ֣

יךָ׃ ֶֽ לֶּ א 



2 Samuel 20:16 2 Samuel 20:16
Then a wise woman 
called from the city, 
“Listen! Listen! Tell Joab, 
‘Come here, that I may 
speak to you.’”

ה  ֶׁ֥ א אִש  ֛ הוַתִקְר  ִ֖ מ  חֲכ 

יר שִמְע֤וּ שִמְעוּּ֙  עִִ֑ מִן־ה 

ב  ל־יוֹא ָ֔ ִ֣א אֶּ אִמְרוּ־נ 

ה  ִ֖ נ ה וַאֲדַבְר  ב עַד־ה ָ֔ קְרִַ֣

יךָ׃ ֶֽ לֶּ א 

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
skillful in technical work

Ex. 28:3 “You shall speak to all the skillful, 
whom I have filled with a spirit of skill, that 

they make Aaron’s garments…”



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
wise in the 

administration of affairs

Gen. 41:33 Now therefore let Pharaoh 
select a discerning and wise man, 
and set him over the land of Egypt.



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
wise in the 

administration of affairs

1 Kg. 3:12 “Behold, I now do according to your 
word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning 

mind, so that none like you has been before 
you and none like you shall arise after you.”



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
wise in the 

administration of affairs

1 Kg. 3:9 “Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that 
I may discern between good and evil, for who is 

able to govern this your great people?”



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
shrewd, crafty, cunning

2Sm. 13:3 But Amnon had a friend, whose name 
was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, David’s brother. 

And Jonadab was a very crafty man.



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
shrewd, crafty, cunning

Job 5:13 He catches the wise in their 
own craftiness, and the schemes of 
the wily are brought to a quick end.



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 10:1 “A wise son makes a glad father,
but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother.”



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 12:15 “The way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.”



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 16:21 The wise of heart is 
called discerning, and sweetness of 
speech increases persuasiveness.



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
skillful in technical work

chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
wise in the 

administration of affairs

chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
shrewd, crafty, cunning

chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously



2 Samuel 20:16 2 Samuel 20:16
Then a wise woman 
called from the city, 
“Listen! Listen! Tell Joab, 
‘Come here, that I may 
speak to you.’”

ה  ֶׁ֥ א אִש  ֛ הוַתִקְר  ִ֖ מ  חֲכ 

יר שִמְע֤וּ שִמְעוּּ֙  עִִ֑ מִן־ה 

ב  ל־יוֹא ָ֔ ִ֣א אֶּ אִמְרוּ־נ 

ה  ִ֖ נ ה וַאֲדַבְר  ב עַד־ה ָ֔ קְרִַ֣

יךָ׃ ֶֽ לֶּ א 

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:17 2 Samuel 20:17
And he came near her, 
and the woman said, “Are 
you Joab?” He answered, 
“I am.”

ר   אמֶּ יה  וַת ֹּ֧ לֶָּ֔ ב א  וַיִקְרִַ֣

ב  ִ֖ ה יוֹא  ֶׁ֥ ה הַאַת  ֛ אִש  ה 

נִי ִ֑ ר א  אמֶּ וַי ִ֣

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:17 2 Samuel 20:17
Then she said to him, 
“Listen to the words of 
your servant.” And he 
answered, “I am 
listening.”

וֹ שְמַעּ֙   ר לַּ֗ אמֶּ וַת ִ֣

ר   אמֶּ ךָ וַי ִ֖ תֶָּ֔ י אֲמ  ִ֣ דִבְר 

כִי נ ֶֽ עַ א  ֶׁ֥ מ  ש 

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:18 2 Samuel 20:18
Then she said, “They 
used to say in former 
times, ‘Let them but ask 
counsel at Abel,’ and so 
they settled a matter.

ר   ר דַב ָׁ֨ אמ ִ֑ ר ל  אמֶּ וַת ִ֖

ר   אמ ָ֔ נ הּ֙ ל  אש  רִֶֽ יְדַבְר֤וּ ב 

ן   ֶׁ֥ ל וְכ  ִ֖ ב  אֲל֛וּ בְא  ל יְש  א ֹּ֧ ש 

מּוּ׃ תֶַֽ ה 

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:19 2 Samuel 20:19
I am one of those who are 
peaceable and faithful in 
Israel. You seek to 
destroy a city that is a 
mother in Israel. Why will 
you swallow up the 
heritage of the LORD?”

ִ֣י  י אֱמוּנ  ִ֖ י שְלֻמ  כִִ֕ נ  א 

ש  ה מְבַק ַּ֗ ִ֣ ל אַת  ִ֑ א  יִשְר 

םּ֙   יר וְא  ית עִ֤ מִָׁ֨ לְה 

ע  ה תְבַלִַ֖ מּ  ֶׁ֥ ל ל  א ָ֔ בְיִשְר 

ֶֽה׃ ת יְהו  נַחֲלֶַׁ֥

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:20-21 2 Samuel 20:20-21
Joab answered, “Far be it 
from me, far be it, that I 
should swallow up or 
destroy! That is not true.

ר  ב וַי אמִַ֑ ִ֖ אוַיֶַׁ֥עַן יוֹא 

י   הּ֙ לִָ֔ יל  לִָׁ֨ ה ח  יל  לִ֤ ח 

ע   אִם־אֲבַלִַ֖

ן   ִ֣ ית׃ ל א־כ  וְאִם־אַשְחִֶֽ

ר ב ַּ֗ הַד 

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:21-22 2 Samuel 20:21-22
And the woman said to 
Joab, “Behold, his head 
shall be thrown to you 
over the wall.”

הּ֙   אִש  ֶֽ ר ה  אמֶּ וַת ֤

ֶׁ֥ה ר אש֛וֹ   ב הִנ  ל־יוֹא ָ֔ אֶּ

ד   יךָ בְעֶַׁ֥ ִ֖ לֶּ ךְ א  ֶׁ֥ מֻשְל 

ה׃ ֶֽ הַחוֹמ 

chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



2 Samuel 20:22 2 Samuel 20:22
Then the woman went to 
all the people in her 
wisdom. And they cut off 
the head of Sheba the 
son of Bichri and threw it 
out to Joab.

ה  אִש ָׁ֨ בוֹא֩ ה  וַת 

ם   ע ָ֜ ל־ה  ל־כ  אֶּ

כְמ  בְ  הּח  ַֽיִכְרְת֞וּ ת ַּ֗ וֶַֽ

בַע  ֤ אש שֶּ ת־ר ָׁ֨ אֶּ

כוּ   ן־בִכְרִיּ֙ וַיַשְלִִ֣ בֶּ

ב ל־יוֹא ָ֔ אֶּ
chakham wise” (adjective)“ = (חָכָם)



The storyline

The contrast

The moral



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 10:8 “The wise of heart will 
receive commandments, but a 
babbling fool will come to ruin.



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 12:18 “There is one whose rash 
words are like sword thrusts, but the 

tongue of the wise brings healing.”



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 14:16 One who is wise is cautious and turns 
away from evil, but a fool is reckless and careless.



chakham ”wise“ = (חָכָם)
ethically and religiously

Prov. 17:28 Even a fool who keeps silent 
is considered wise; when he closes his 

lips, he is deemed intelligent.
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