
Lesser-Known 
Bible Women







The Path Metaphor

The Deceptive Beauty

The Consequences



Who am I?



I helped a king rule justly



I cried out in the streets and raised 
my voice in the public squares



I was there when God set 
the heavens into place



I am Lady Wisdom



The literary device 
of personification



Meet Her 
Counterpart



I am the
Strange Woman



I am also a 
literary device



The Path Metaphor

The Deceptive Beauty

The Consequences



Scripture teaches 
of “paths”



ךְ רֶּ דֶּ
“Way”



“derek”



Deut. 8:6 Deut. 8:6
So you shall keep the 
commandments of the 
LORD your God by walking 
in his ways/paths and by 
fearing him.

ת   מַרְת ָּ֔ אֶת־מִצְוֹ֖ ָׁ֣ וְש 

כֶת   לֶֶ֥ יךָ ל  ָׁ֣ה אֱלֹהֶֶ֑ יְהו 

כ  בִ  ה אֹתֽו׃דְר  ֶ֥ יו וּלְיִרְא 



Deut. 10:12 Deut. 10:12
And now, Israel, what 
does the LORD your God 
require of you, but to fear 
the LORD your God, to 
walk in all his 
ways/paths, to love him, 
to serve the LORD your 
God with all your heart 
and with all your soul

ָׁ֣ה   ה יְהו  ל מ ָ֚ א ָּ֔ ה֙ יִשְר  וְעַת 

י   ךְ כִָׁ֣ ֶ֑ עִמ  ל מ  ֹ֖ יךָ שֹא  אֱלֹהֶָּ֔

ה  ה אֶת־יְהו ָ֨ יִרְא  אִם־לְְ֠

כֶת   לֶֶ֤ יךָ ל  אֱלֹהֶֶ֜

ל־ כ  בְכ  ה  דְר  ָׁ֣ יו וּלְאַהֲב 

ָׁ֣ה  עֲבֹד֙ אֶת־יְהו  ו וְלַֽ אֹתָּ֔

בְךָֹ֖   ל־לְב  יךָ בְכ  אֱלֹהֶָּ֔

ךָ׃ ל־נַפְשֶֽ וּבְכ 



1 Kings 3:14 1 Kings 3:14
And if you will walk in my 
ways/paths, keeping my 
statutes and my 
commandments, as your 
father David walked, then 
I will lengthen your days.”

ךְ בִ  ָׁ֣ ל  ם ׀ ת  כַ וְאִָׁ֣ י  דְר 

י   ר חֻקַי֙ וּמִצְותַָּ֔ לִשְמֶֹ֤

יךָ   בִֶ֑ יד א  וִָׁ֣ ךְ ד  לַֹ֖ ר ה  כַאֲשֶֶ֥

יךָ׃ י אֶת־י מֶֽ וְהַאַרַכְתִֹ֖



Scripture teaches 
of “paths”

This is
“covenant language”



Scripture teaches 
of “paths”

Paths compete 
for you!



Proverbs 4:11 Proverbs 4:11
I have taught you the way
of wisdom; I have led you 
in the paths of 
uprightness.

יךָ  דֶרֶךְבְ  תִֶ֑ ה הֹר  כְמ  ח ָ֭

יךָ   דְרַכְתִִּ֗ הִִ֝

שֶר׃ י־יֹֽ בְמַעְגְל 



Proverbs 4:14 Proverbs 4:14
Do not enter the path of 
the wicked, and do not 
walk in the way of the evil.

עִים   ש  רַח רְָ֭ בְאָֹׁ֣

ר   אַש ִּ֗ א וְאַל־תְִ֝ ֶֹ֑ ב אַל־ת 

ים׃דֶרֶךְבְ  עִֽ ר 



Proverbs 9:1-6 Proverbs 4:14
Wisdom has built her 
house… She has sent out 
her young women to call
from the highest places in 
the town… walk in the 
way of insight.

הּ ֶ֑ ית  ה ב  ָׁ֣ נְת  כְמות ב  בח 

יה   … ה נַעֲרֹתֶָׁ֣ ָׁ֣ לְח  ֽ ש 

י   מ  י מְרָֹׁ֣ פ ִּ֗ א עַל־גִַ֝ ֶ֑ תִקְר 

רֶת ֽ ק 

וּ בְ … ה׃דֶרֶךְוְאִשְרִּ֗ ֽ בִינ 



Proverbs 9:13-16 Proverbs 9:13-16
The woman Folly
… sits at the door of her 
house… calling to those 
who pass by, who are 
going straight on their 
way, “Whoever is simple, 
let him turn in here!”

סִילוּת שֶת כְָ֭ ָׁ֣ …א 

הּ ֶ֑ ית  תַח ב  ה לְפֶָׁ֣ י שְב  …וְֽ

רֶךְ   ֶ֑ י־ד  בְר  א לְעֹֽ ֶֹ֥ עלִקְר

ם׃   ֽ רְחות  ים אֹֽ מְיַשְרִִּ֗ הִַֽ֝

נ ה ֶ֑ ר ה  תִי י סָֻׁ֣ מִי־פֶָ֭



Scripture teaches 
of “paths”

Paths compete 
for you!





The Path Metaphor

The Deceptive Beauty



I am the
Strange Woman



Proverbs 5:3 Proverbs 5:3
For the lips of a strange
woman drip honey,
and her speech is 
smoother than oil…

י   ָׁ֣ טֹפְנ ה שִפְת  פֶת תִָ֭ י נָֹׁ֣ כִֶ֤

ה ר  הּ׃ז  ֽ מֶן חִכ  ק מִשֶָׁ֣ ֹ֖ ל  וְח 



I am the
Foreign Woman



Proverbs 5:3 Proverbs 5:3
Why should you be 
intoxicated, my son, with 
a strange woman
and embrace the bosom 
of a foreign woman?

י  ה תִשְגֶָׁ֣ה בְנִָׁ֣ מ  ֶ֤ כוְל 

הבְ  ר  ק  ז  ָׁ֣ ק ח  תְחַב ִּ֗ וִּ֝

ֽה כְרִי  ׃נ 



1 Kings 16-22

Ahab and Jezebel



I am the
Evil Woman



Proverbs 6:23-25 Proverbs 6:23-25
For the commandment is a 
lamp and the teaching a light, 
and the reproofs of discipline 
are the way of life… to preserve 
you from the evil woman, from 
the smooth tongue of the 
foreign woman. Do not desire 
her beauty in your heart, and 
do not let her capture you with 
her eyelashes…

ה  ור  צְו ה וְתָׁ֣ ָׁ֣ר מִָ֭ י נ  ככִֶ֤

ור וְ  ים  דֶרֶךְאֶ֑ יִִּ֗ חִַ֝

ר׃ ֽ ות מוּס  תוכְחֶ֥

רְךָ מ   עלִשְמ  ֶ֑ שֶת ר  ָׁ֣ א 

ון   שֶ֥ ת ל  חֶלְקִַּ֗ ֽ מ 

ה ֽ כְרִי  ד  ׃נ  אַל־תַחְמָֹׁ֣

ךָ  בֶֶ֑ פְי הּ בִלְב  י ָ֭

׃ יה  חֲךִָּ֗ בְעַפְעַפֶֽ ֽ ק  וְאַל־תִִ֝



I am the
Woman of Folly



Proverbs 9:13 Proverbs 9:13
The woman Folly is loud;
she is seductive and 
knows nothing.

שֶת  ָׁ֣ סִילוּתא  ֶ֑הכְָ֭ מִי  הֹֽ

ה׃ ֽ ה מ  ֶָ֥֥דְע  וּת וּבַל־י  פְתַיִּ֗



Proverbs 9:13 Proverbs 9:13
The woman Stupidity is 
loud; she is seductive 
and knows nothing.

שֶת  ָׁ֣ סִילוּתא  ֶ֑הכְָ֭ מִי  הֹֽ

ה׃ ֽ ה מ  ֶָ֥֥דְע  וּת וּבַל־י  פְתַיִּ֗



Proverbs 9:13 Proverbs 9:13
The woman Stupidity is 
loud; she is seductive 
and knows nothing.

שֶת  ָׁ֣ סִילוּתא  ֶ֑הכְָ֭ מִי  הֹֽ

ה׃ ֽ ה מ  ֶָ֥֥דְע  וּת וּבַל־י  פְתַיִּ֗



I am deceiving!



Proverbs 2:10, 12, 16 Proverbs 2:10, 12, 16
Wisdom will … delivering 
you from the way of evil… 
from the strange woman, 
from the foreign woman 
with her smooth words

ה ָׁ֣ כְמ  ילְךָ  …ח  לְהַצִָׁ֣

רֶךְמִ  עדֶָׁ֣ ֶ֑ ה …ר  ָׁ֣ אִש  מ 

ה ֶ֑ ר  המִִ֝ ז  כְרִי ִּ֗ יה   נ  רֶֶ֥ אֲמ 

ה׃ יק  הֶחֱלִֽ

“smooth, seductive, 
flattering…”



Proverbs 5:3 Proverbs 5:3
For the lips of a forbidden 
woman drip honey,
and her speech is 
smoother than oil

י  טֹפְנ ה נֹפֶתחכִֶ֤ תִָ֭

ק   ֹ֖ ל  ה וְח  ֶ֑ ר  י ז  ָׁ֣ שִפְת 

הּ׃שֶמֶןמִ  ֽ חִכ 



I am deceiving!
even to the 
religious!!!



Proverbs 5:3 Proverbs 5:3
For the lips of a strange
woman drip honey,
and her speech is 
smoother than oil…

י   ָׁ֣ טֹפְנ ה שִפְת  פֶת תִָ֭ י נָֹׁ֣ כִֶ֤

ה ר  הּ׃ז  ֽ מֶן חִכ  ק מִשֶָׁ֣ ֹ֖ ל  וְח 



Leviticus 10:1 Leviticus 10:1
Now Nadab and Abihu, 
the sons of Aaron, each 
took his censer and put 
fire in it and laid incense 
on it and offered strange
fire before the LORD, 
which he had not 
commanded them.

ב   הֲרֹן נ ד ָ֨ י־אְַ֠ ֽ וּ בְנ  וַיִקְחָׁ֣

ו   תִּ֗ יש מַחְת  וּא אִָׁ֣ וַאֲבִיהֶ֜

ימוּ  שִֶ֥ ש וַי  ן֙ א ָּ֔ ה  וּ ב  וַיִתְנֶ֤

בוּ   רֶת וַיַקְרִֶ֜ יה  קְטֶֹ֑ לֶֹ֖ ע 

ש  ָׁ֣ י יְהו ה֙ א  ֶ֤ הלִפְנ  ר  ז 

ם׃ ֽ ֹ֖ה אֹת  א צִוּ  ֹֹ֦ ר ל אֲשֶֶׁ֧



Deut. 32:16 Deut. 32:16
They stirred him to 
jealousy with strange
gods; with abominations 
they provoked him to 
anger.

הוּ בְ  יםיַקְנִאֹֻ֖ רִֶ֑ ז 

הוּ ת יַכְעִיסֻֽ בֹֹ֖ בְתוע 



Proverbs 7:13-14 Proverbs 7:13-14
She seizes him and 
kisses him, and with bold 
face she says to him, “I 
had to offer peace 
offerings, and today I 
have paid my vows…

ו  ה בָ֭ יק  יוְהֶחֱזִָׁ֣

יה    נִֶּ֗ ז ה פ ִ֝ ֶ֥ ע  ו ה  ה־לֶ֑ ָׁ֣שְק  וְנ 

אמַר לֽו׃  י  וַתָֹׁ֣ ָׁ֣ זִבְח 

ים  מִָׁ֣ ום שְל  יִּ֗ י הִַ֝ ֶ֑ ל  ע 

י׃ ֽ ר  מְתִי נְד  שִלֶַ֥



The Path Metaphor

The Deceptive Beauty

The Consequences



Scripture teaches 
of “paths” Life

Death



Proverbs 5:3 Proverbs 5:3
For the lips of a strange
woman drip honey,
and her speech is 
smoother than oil…

י   ָׁ֣ טֹפְנ ה שִפְת  פֶת תִָ֭ י נָֹׁ֣ כִֶ֤

ה ר  הּ׃ז  ֽ מֶן חִכ  ק מִשֶָׁ֣ ֹ֖ ל  וְח 



Proverbs 5:3-5 Proverbs 5:3-5
For the lips of a strange
woman drip honey,
and her speech is 
smoother than oil but in 
the end she is bitter as 
wormwood, sharp as a 
two-edged sword. Her 
feet go down to death;
her steps follow the path 
to Sheol;

י   ָׁ֣ טֹפְנ ה שִפְת  פֶת תִָ֭ י נָֹׁ֣ כִֶ֤

ה ר  הּ׃  ז  ֽ מֶן חִכ  ק מִשֶָׁ֣ ֹ֖ ל  וְח 

ֶ֑ה   לַעֲנ  ה כַֽ ָׁ֣ ר  הּ מ  אַחֲרִית  וְֽ

ות׃   רֶב פִיֽ ה כְחֶָׁ֣ ד ִּ֗ חִַ֝

ות  גְלֶיה  יֹרְדָׁ֣ וֶתרַָ֭ ֶ֑ מ 

כוּ׃ יה  יִתְמֹֽ דֶֶ֥ ול צְע  אִּ֗ שְִ֝



Psalm 1 Psalm 1
Blessed is the man who 
walks not in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stands 
in the way of sinners, nor 
sits in the seat of 
scoffers; but his delight is 
in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he 
meditates day and night.

ר ׀   יש אֲשֶֶ֤ אִִּ֗ י־ה  ר  שְֽ אֶַ֥

ים   עִֶ֥ ת רְש ָׁ֫ לַךְְ֮ בַעֲצַַ֪ א ה  ֶֹ֥ ל

א   ֶֹ֥ אִים ל ט  רֶךְ חַָ֭ וּבְדֶָׁ֣

א   ָֹׁ֣ ים ל צִִּ֗ ב ל ִ֝ ד וּבְמושֶַ֥ ֶ֑ מ  ע 

ת  ם בְתורֶַ֥ י אִֶ֥ ב׃ כִֶ֤ ֽ י ש 

ו  תֶ֥ ו וּֽבְתור  פְצֶ֥ ה חֶָׁ֫ יְהו ִּ֗

ה׃ יְל  ֽ ם ו ל  ֶ֥ ה יומ  יֶהְגִֶּ֗



Psalm 1 Psalm 1
He is like a tree planted 
by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does 
not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers. The 
wicked are not so, but are 
like chaff that the wind 
drives away.

וּל   תַ֪ ץְ֮ ש  ה כְע  י ִּ֗ ה  וְֽ

ר  יִם אֲשֶֶ֤ ֶ֥ י מ  ל־פַלְג ָׁ֫ עַֽ

הוּ  ֶ֥ ל  ו וְע  ן בְעִתִּ֗ ו ׀ יִת ֵּ֬ פִרְיָ֨

ל   ול וְכֹֹ֖ א־יִבֶ֑ ֹֽ ל

יחַ׃   ה יַצְלִֽ אֲשֶר־יַעֲשֶָׁ֣

י   ים כִֶ֥ עִֶ֑ רְש  ן ה  ֶ֥ לאֹ־כ 

נוּ  ץ אֲֽשֶר־תִדְפֶֶ֥ מִֹּ֗ אִם־כִַ֝

רֽוּחַ׃



Scripture teaches 
of “paths”

This is
“covenant language”



God

Family
Community

Self





Choose wisely
“Blessed… 
Prospers… 

yielding fruit” 
(Ps. 1)

“Bitter… 
sharp… death”

(Pro. 5:4-5)



This applies to 
everyone

“Whoever is simple, 
let him turn in here…” 

(Pro. 9:4, 26)



YOU get

“listen…keep…hear…do not 
neglect…watch…wait…find…obtain” 

(Pro. 8:32-36)

to pick



This is a daily 
choice

“Blessed is the one who listens to me, 
watching daily at my gates” (Pro. 8:34)



Lesser-Known 
Bible Women


