
Lesser-Known 
Bible Women



Who am I?



I helped a king rule justly



I cried out in the streets and raised 
my voice in the public squares



I was there when God set 
the heavens into place



I am Lady Wisdom



חָכְמָה
“Wisdom”



החָכְמָָ
“Wisdom”



Egyptian 
goddess 

Ma’at

“Do not be arrogant 

because of your 

knowledge,

but confer with the 

unlearned as well as with 

the learned.”
(The Instructions of Ptahhotep)

“The limits of art are not 

reached, no artist's skills are 

perfect.”
(The Instructions of Ptahhotep)

“Good speech is hidden more 

than emeralds, yet it may be 

found among maidservants at the 

grindstones.”
(The Instructions of Ptahhotep)



“Whoever has walked with 

truth generates life.”
(Proverbs from Ki-en-gir)

Mesopotamian 
goddess 
Nisaba



I am Lady Wisdom



Lady Wisdom in the 
Bible stands out from all 

other ancient cultures 



I am Lady Wisdom



I am Lady Wisdom

I am not a goddess

I am entirely 
something else!





The literary device 
of personification



Wisdom’s role in 
creation



Wisdom’s public call



The literary device 
of personification



ההחכמ

Literature has found ways to make 
abstract ideas come alive



מ

כ
ח

“Personification”



“Danse Macabre (“The dance of death”)”



חָכְמָה
“Wisdom”



See how 
wisdom 
speaks



Proverbs 8:4 Proverbs 8:4
To you, O men, I call,
and my cry is to the 
children of man.

א  ָ֑ ים אֶקְר  אֲלֵיכֶֶ֣ם אִישִֶ֣

ם׃ ָֽ ד  י אֶל־בְנֵֵ֥י א  קוֹלִִ֗ וְְ֝





Nouns NounsAdjectives

Verbs
Pronouns Pronouns



Proverbs 9:1 Proverbs 9:1
Wisdom has built her 
house; she has hewn her 
seven pillars.

הּ  ָ֑ ה בֵית  ֶ֣ נְת  כְמוֹת ב  ח 

ה׃ ָֽ יה  שִבְע  ה עַמּוּדֶֶ֣ ָ֖ צְב  ח 





Lady Wisdom stands 

within monotheism, not 

against it. She's not a 

rival to God - she's a 

window into 

understanding God's 
nature.



Lady Wisdom stands 

within monotheism, not 

against it. She's not a 

rival to God - she's a 

window into 

understanding God's 
nature.



The gendered personification 
amplifies the message!



A woman’s voice in public spaces!



Proverbs 8:3-4 Proverbs 8:3-4
Beside the gates in front 
of the town, at the 
entrance of the portals 
she cries aloud: “To you, 
O men, I call, and my cry 
is to the children of man.

רֶת  ָ֑ ים לְפִי־ק  רִֵ֥ לְיַד־שְע 

נ ה׃   ר ָֽ ים ת  חִֶ֣ וֹא פְת  מְבָ֖

א ָ֑ ים אֶקְר  אֲלֵיכֶֶ֣ם אִישִֶ֣

ם׃ ָֽ ד  י אֶל־בְנֵֵ֥י א  וְקוֹלִִ֗



The poetry further 
amplifies the message



Proverbs 8:3-4 Proverbs 8:3-4
Beside the gates in front 
of the town, at the 
entrance of the portals 
she cries aloud: “To you, 
O men, I call, and my cry 
is to the children of man.

רֶת  ָ֑ ים לְפִי־ק  רִֵ֥ לְיַד־שְע 

נ ה׃   ר ָֽ ים ת  חִֶ֣ וֹא פְת  מְבָ֖

א ָ֑ ים אֶקְר  אֲלֵיכֶֶ֣ם אִישִֶ֣

ם׃ ָֽ ד  י אֶל־בְנֵֵ֥י א  וְקוֹלִִ֗



Proverbs 8:3-4 Proverbs 8:3-4
Beside the gates

in front of the town,
at the entrance
of the portals

she cries aloud:
“To you, O men, I call, 

and my cry is to the 
children of man.

רֶת  ָ֑ ים לְפִי־ק  רִֵ֥ לְיַד־שְע 

נ ה׃   ר ָֽ ים ת  חִֶ֣ וֹא פְת  מְבָ֖

א ָ֑ ים אֶקְר  אֲלֵיכֶֶ֣ם אִישִֶ֣

ם׃ ָֽ ד  י אֶל־בְנֵֵ֥י א  וְקוֹלִִ֗



Consider her 
multi-dimensional 

character…

Understanding
Prudence Good sense

Noble
Truthful Righteous

Discretion

Insight
Strength



The scope of Wisdom’s authority

Proverbs 8:15 Proverbs 8:15
By me kings reign, and 
rulers decree what is just

כוּ   ים יִמְלָ֑ כִֶ֣ לבִי מְל 

דֶק׃ קְקוּ צֶָֽ ים יְח ֶ֣ רוֹזְנִִ֗ וְְ֝



PAST PRESENT FUTURE



PAST PRESENT FUTURE



The literary device 
of personification



Wisdom’s role in 
creation



We’ve seen her at the city gates



We’ve seen her in throne rooms





Go back BEFORE the beginning!



Proverbs 8:22 Proverbs 8:22
The LORD possessed me 
at the beginning of his 
work, the first of his acts 
of old.

ית   נִי רֵאשִֶ֣ נ  ה ק ָ֭ הו ִ֗ יְָֽ

יו   ֶ֣ ל  דֶם מִפְע  וֹ קֶָ֖ דַרְכָ֑

ז׃ ָֽ מֵא 



Proverbs 8:22 Proverbs 8:22
The LORD possessed me 
at the beginning of his 
work, the first of his acts 
of old.

ה  הו ִ֗ נִייְָֽ נ  ית  ק  רֵאשִֶ֣

יו   ֶ֣ ל  דֶם מִפְע  וֹ קֶָ֖ דַרְכָ֑

ז׃ ָֽ מֵא 
נ ה ק  = qanah: 

“buy/create/possess”

ἔκτισέν = ektisen: 
“create/build”

possedit: 
“possess/acquire”



Proverbs 8:23 Proverbs 8:23
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the 
beginning of the earth.

אש   כְתִי מֵר ִ֗ ם נִסֵַ֥ מֵעוֹל 

רֶץ׃ ָֽ מִקַדְמֵי־א 



Proverbs 8:24 Proverbs 8:24
When there were no 
depths I was brought 
forth, when there were no 
springs abounding with 
water.

לְתִי   ָ֑ וֹת חוֹל  מֵ֥ בְאֵין־תְה 

וֹת   עְי נִ֗ ין מְַ֝ בְאֵֵ֥

יִם׃ ָֽ נִכְבַדֵי־מ 



Proverbs 8:25 Proverbs 8:25
Before the mountains had 
been shaped, before the 
hills, I was brought forth,

עוּ   ָ֑ טְב  ים ה  רִֶ֣ רֶם ה  בְטֶֶ֣

לְתִי׃ ָֽ וֹת חוֹל  עֶ֣ לִפְנֵָ֖י גְב 



Proverbs 8:26 Proverbs 8:26
before he had made the 
earth with its fields,
or the first of the dust of 
the world.

רֶץ  ה אֶֶ֣ ש  א ע ָ֭ עַד־ל ֶ֣

וֹת   פְרֵ֥ אש ע  ר ִ֗ וֹת וְְ֝ וְחוּצָ֑

ל תֵבֵָֽ



Proverbs 8:27 Proverbs 8:27
When he established the 
heavens, I was there;
when he drew a circle on 
the face of the deep,

נִי  ָ֑ ם א  ֶ֣ מַיִם ש  וֹ ש ָ֭ בַהֲכִינֶ֣

וּג עַל־פְנֵֵ֥י   ִ֗ וּקוֹ חְ֝ בְחֵ֥

וֹם תְהָֽ



Proverbs 8:28 Proverbs 8:28
when he made firm the 
skies above, when he 
established the fountains 
of the deep,

עַל   ָ֑ ים מִמּ  קִֶ֣ וֹ שְח  בְאַמְּצֶ֣

וֹת תְהוֹם וֹז עִינֵ֥ עֲזִ֗ בְַ֝



Proverbs 8:29 Proverbs 8:29
when he assigned to the 
sea its limit, so that the 
waters might not 
transgress his command,
when he marked out the 
foundations of the earth,

מַיִם   וֹ וָּ֭ ם חֻקִ֗ וּמ֤וֹ לַי ָּ֨ בְשׂ֘

וֹ  חוּקִ֗ יו בְְ֝ עַבְרוּ־פִָ֑ א יַָֽ ל ֶ֣

רֶץ ָֽ וֹסְדֵי א  מֶ֣



Proverbs 8:30 Proverbs 8:30
then I was beside him, 
like a master workman,
and I was daily 
his delight, rejoicing 
before him always,

וֹ  אֶהְיֵֶ֥ה אֶצְלִ֗ ָֽ מוֹןו  א 

וֹם   עֲשֻעִים י֤ אֶהְיֶֶ֣ה שַָ֭ ָֽ ו 

ֶ֣יו  נ  קֶת לְפ  וֹם מְשַחֶָ֖ יָ֑

ת ל־עֵָֽ בְכ 

מוֹן א  = amon:
“master craftsman”

Possible also to read as a nursling



Proverbs 8:31 Proverbs 8:31
rejoicing in his inhabited 
world and delighting in 
the children of man.

וֹ   ל אַרְצָ֑ מְשַחֶקֶת בְתֵבֵֶ֣

ם ָֽ ד  י אֶת־בְנֵֵ֥י א  שַעֲשֻעִַ֗ וְְ֝



PAST PRESENT FUTURE



PAST PRESENT FUTURE



PAST PRESENT FUTURE



Proverbs 8:32-33 Proverbs 8:32-33
And now, O sons, listen to 
me: blessed are those 
who keep my ways. Hear 
instruction and be wise,
and do not neglect it.

י   נִים שִמְעוּ־לִָ֑ ה ב ָ֭ ֶ֣ וְעַת 

רוּ׃ י יִשְמ ָֽ כֵַ֥ י דְר  אַשְרִֵ֗ וְְ֝

מוּ   ר וַחֲכ ִ֗ ֵ֥ וּ מוּס  שִמְעָ֖

עוּ ָֽ וְאַל־תִפְר 



Does any of this 
ring a bell???



John 1:1-3 John 1:1-3
In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All 
things were made 
through him, and without 
him was not any thing 
made that was made.

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ

ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν

θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ

λόγος. οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ 

πρὸς τὸν θεόν. πάντα δι’ 

αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς

αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἕν. ὃ

γέγονεν



Colossians 1:15-17 Colossians 1:15-17
He is the image of the 
invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 
For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things 
were created through him 
and for him. 17 And he is 

ὅς ἐστιν εἰκὼν τοῦ θεοῦ 

τοῦ ἀοράτου, πρωτότοκος

πάσης κτίσεως, ὅτι ἐν αὐτῷ 

ἐκτίσθη τὰ πάντα

ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς

γῆς, τὰ ὁρατὰ καὶ τὰ

ἀόρατα, εἴτε θρόνοι εἴτε 

κυριότητες εἴτε ἀρχαὶ εἴτε 

ἐξουσίαι· τὰ πάντα δι’ 

αὐτοῦ καὶ εἰς αὐτὸν

ἔκτισται· καὶ αὐτός ἐστιν



Colossians 1:15-17 Colossians 1:15-17
—all things were created 
through him and for him. 
And he is before all 
things, and in him all 
things hold together.

τὰ πάντα δι’ αὐτοῦ καὶ εἰς

αὐτὸν ἔκτισται· καὶ αὐτός

ἐστιν πρὸ πάντων

καὶ τὰ πάντα ἐν αὐτῷ 

συνέστηκεν,



Lady Wisdom stands 

within monotheism, not 

against it. She's not a 

rival to God - she's a 

window into 

understanding God's 
nature.



Wisdom’s role in 
creation



Wisdom’s public call



“Beside the gates in front of the town, at the 
entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 

blessed are those who keep my ways. Hear 
instruction and be wise, and do not neglect 
it. Blessed is the one who listens to me…”



Gates

Market

Streets

The ubiquity of wisdom



Proverbs 8:34 Proverbs 8:34
Blessed is the one who 
listens to me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting 
beside my doors.

י   עַַָֽֽ֫ לִֵ֥ מֵֵ֪ ם֮ ש  ד  רֵי א  שְָֽ אֵַ֥

וֹם ׀  תַי י֤ לְת  ד עַל־דַָ֭ לִשְק ֶ֣

ת   ר מְזוּז ֵ֥ שְמ ִ֗ וֹם לְִ֝ יָ֑

י ָֽ ח  פְת 



Proverbs 8:35-36 Proverbs 8:35-36
For whoever finds me 
finds life and obtains 
favor from the LORD, but 
he who fails to find me 
injures himself; all who 
hate me love death.”

צְאֵי  צְאִי מ  י מ ָ֭ א]כִֶ֣ ֶ֣ צ  [  מ 
ָֽה׃   וֹן מֵיְהו  צִ֗ ֵ֥פֶק ר ְ֝ ים וַי  חַיִָ֑

וֹ  ס נַפְשָ֑ מֵֶ֣ טְאִי ח  ח  וְָָֽ֭

וֶת ָֽ הֲבוּ מ  ֶ֣ י א  שַנְאִַ֗ ל־מְְ֝ כ 



Proverbs 8:35-36 Proverbs 8:35-36
For whoever finds me 
finds life and obtains 
favor from the LORD, but 
he who fails to find me 
injures himself; all who 
hate me love death.”

צְאֵי  צְאִי מ  י מ ָ֭ א]כִֶ֣ ֶ֣ צ  [  מ 
ָֽה׃   וֹן מֵיְהו  צִ֗ ֵ֥פֶק ר ְ֝ ים וַי  חַיִָ֑

וֹ  ס נַפְשָ֑ מֵֶ֣ טְאִי ח  ח  וְָָֽ֭

וֶת ָֽ הֲבוּ מ  ֶ֣ י א  שַנְאִַ֗ ל־מְְ֝ כ 



There are rival voices….

Wisdom

Folly (9:13ff)

Seductress (7:6ff)





God’s wisdom is the 
secret to the universe

“Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? ” (1 Cor. 1:20) 

God’s wisdom 
starts with the

“fear of the LORD” 
(Prov. 1:7) 

“Christ Jesus 
became to us 

wisdom from God” 
(1 Cor. 1:30) 



“If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask God, who gives 

generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him.” 

(Jms 1:5) 

So get God’s 
wisdom!



Here’s your 
plan!!! One chapter for each day



Lesser-Known 
Bible Women


