
Lesser-Known 
Bible Women



Unnamed but 
Significant Women



When anonymity 
speaks volumes…



“peloni almoni”

י) ִ֑ מֹנ  י אַלְּ ִ֣ לֹנ  (פְּ

“Mr. So and So”



Why no name?



There are various reasons



To prevent 
embarrassment



Ruth 4:1 Ruth 4:1
Now Boaz had gone up to 
the gate and sat down 
there. And behold, the 
redeemer, of whom Boaz 
had spoken, came by. So 
Boaz said, “Turn aside, 
friend; sit down here.” 
And he turned aside and 
sat down.

ב  ִ֣שֶׁ ה הַשַעַר֮ וַי  עַז עָלִָ֣ וּבֹֹ֨

ר֙  ל עֹב  ֵ֤ ה הַגֹא  נ ֹ֨ ה  שָם֒ וְּ

ר  אמֶׁ ֹֹּ֛ עַז וַי ר־בֹֹּ֔ בֶׁ ר ד  ִ֣ אֲשֶׁ

ה  בָה־פֹֹּ֖ י  ס֥וּרָה שְּ ִ֣ לֹנ  פְּ

י  ִ֑ מֹנ  ב׃אַלְּ ֵֽׁ וַיָֹּ֖סַר וַי ש 



The person 
is unknown



Genesis 6:9-10 Genesis 6:9-10
These are the generations 
of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, 
blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked 
with God. And Noah had 
three sons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth.

חַ  חַ נֹֹ֗ ת נֹֹּ֔ דִֹ֣ ה תּוֹלְּ לֶׁ א 

ים הָיָֹּ֖ה  ֥ יק תָּמ  ֹּ֛ יש צַד  ֥ א 

ים   ֹּ֖ אֱלֹה  ת־הֵָֽׁ יו אֶׁ רֹתִָ֑ דֵֹֽׁ בְּ

חַ   ד נֹֹּ֖ וֹלֶׁ חַ׃ וַי֥ ךְ־נֵֹֽׁ הַלֶׁ תְּ ֵֽׁ ה 

ם   ֹּ֖ ת־ש  ים אֶׁ ִ֑ ה בָנ  לֹשִָ֣ שְּ

ת׃ ת־יֵָֽׁפֶׁ אֶׁ ם וְּ ת־חָ֥ אֶׁ



LITERARY DEVICE



It elevates 
one’s universal 

significance



2 Kings 4:8 2 Kings 4:8
One day Elisha went on to 
Shunem, where a wealthy 
woman lived, who urged 
him to eat some food. So 
whenever he passed that 
way, he would turn in 
there to eat food.

ר   וֹם וַיַעֲבֹֹ֧ י הַיּ֜ ה ֹ֨ וַיְּ

שָם֙  ם וְּ ל־שוּנ ֹ֗ ע אֶׁ ישִָ֣ אֱל 

וֹ   ה וַתַּחֲזֶׁק־בֹּ֖ דוֹלָֹּ֔ ה גְּ שִָ֣ א 

י   ִ֣ ד  י֙ מ  ה  ַֽיְּ ם וֵַֽׁ חֶׁ אֱכָל־לִָ֑ לֶׁ

מָה  ר שָֹּ֖ ֥ וֹ יָס  רֹּ֔ עָבְּ

ם׃ חֶׁ אֱכָל־לֵָֽׁ לֶׁ



The lesson of 
hospitality



Brings divine action 
to the foreground



Mark 16:5-6 Mark 16:5-6
And entering the tomb, 
they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, 
dressed in a white robe, 
and they were alarmed. 
And he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed. You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has 
risen; he is not here.

Καὶ εἰσελθοῦσαι εἰς τὸ

μνημεῖον εἶδον νεανίσκον

καθήμενον ἐν τοῖς δεξιοῖς

περιβεβλημένον στολὴν

λευκήν, καὶ ἐξεθαμβήθησαν. ὁ

δὲ λέγει αὐταῖς· μὴ

ἐκθαμβεῖσθε· Ἰησοῦν ζητεῖτε

τὸν Ναζαρηνὸν τὸν

ἐσταυρωμένον· ἠγέρθη, οὐκ

ἔστιν



Delivering a 
dose of irony



Exodus 5:1-2 Exodus 5:1-2
Afterward Moses and 
Aaron went and said to 
Pharaoh, “Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, 
‘Let my people go, that 
they may hold a feast to 
me in the wilderness.’” 
But Pharaoh said, “Who is 
the LORD, that I should 
obey his voice?

ן  אַהֲרֹֹּ֔ ה וְּ ִ֣ אוּ מֹשֶׁ ר בָָּ֚ אַחַֹ֗ וְּ

ה   עִֹ֑ ל־פַרְּ וּ אֶׁ רֹּ֖ וַיאֹמְּ

י  ִ֣ הוָה֙ אֱלֹה  ר יְּ ה־אָמֵַ֤ כֵֹֽׁ

י   ת־עַמ ֹּ֔ ל שַלַח֙ אֶׁ רָא ֹּ֔ שְּ י 

ר׃   בֵָֽׁ דְּ י בַמ  ֹּ֖ גוּ ל  יָחֹ֥ וְּ

הוָה֙  י יְּ ֵ֤ ה מ  עֹֹּ֔ ר פַרְּ אמֶׁ ִֹ֣ וַי

וֹ קֹלֹּ֔ ע בְּ מִַ֣ שְּ ר אֶׁ ִ֣ אֲשֶׁ



Unnamed but 
Significant Women



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Looking back on a 
well-known story



Guess which 
one’s the salt?





The Sunday School teacher was 
describing that when Lot’s wife looked 
back at Sodom she turned into a pillar 

of salt, when Bobby interrupted.  
“My mommy looked back once while 
she was driving,” he announced, “and 

she turned into a telephone pole.”



Genesis 19:15 Genesis 19:15
As morning dawned, the 
angels urged Lot, saying, 
“Up! Take your wife and 
your two daughters who 
are here, lest you be 
swept away in the 
punishment of the city.”

ה   חַר עָלָֹּ֔ מוֹ֙ הַשִַ֣ וּכְּ

יצוּ ֥ וֹט  וַיָא  לִ֣ ים בְּ ֹּ֖ אָכ  הַמַלְּ

ח   ר קוּם֩ קַֹ֨ אמִֹ֑ ל 

י   ֵ֤ תּ  ת־שְּ אֶׁ ךּ֜ וְּ תְּּ שְּ ת־א  ֵֽׁ אֶׁ

ת   צָאֹֹּ֔ מְּ יך֙ הַנ  ֙ נֹתֶׁ בְּ

יר׃ ֵֽׁ ן הָע  ה בַעֲוֹ֥ ֹּ֖ סָפֶׁ ן־תּ  אוּץפֶׁ = utz : “press or hasten”
In the “hifal” as a cause



This is active 

intervention - the 

angels weren't just 

suggesting or 

advising, but were 

actively pressing and 

compelling Lot and his 
family to leave



Genesis 19:16 Genesis 19:16
But he lingered. So the 
men seized him and his 
wife and his two 
daughters by the hand, 
the LORD being merciful
to him, and they brought 
him out and set him 
outside the city.

מָהּ מַהְּ תְּ קוּ וַי  וַיַחֲז 

יָדוֹ   ים בְּ הָאֲנָש 

י   תּ  יַד שְּ תּוֹ וּבְּ שְּ יַד־א  וּבְּ

נֹתָיו  לַתבְּ מְּ חֶׁ הוָה בְּ יְּ

הוּ  ח  הוּ וַיַנ  א  עָלָיו וַיֹצ 

יר׃ חוּץ לָע  מ 



Genesis 19:17 Genesis 19:17
And as they brought them 
out, one said, “Escape for 
your life. Do not look back 
or stop anywhere in the 
valley. Escape to the hills, 
lest you be swept away.”

ם   ם אֹתָּ֜ יאָֹ֨ הוֹצ  י֩ כְּ ה  וַיְּ

ט   ִ֣ מָל  ר֙ ה  אמֶׁ ֹ֙ וּצָה וַי הַחֹ֗

יט   ִ֣ ך אַל־תַּב  שֶֹּׁ֔ עַל־נַפְּ

ד   ל־תַּעֲמֹֹּ֖ אֵַֽׁ יך וְּ ֹּ֔ אַחֲרֶׁ

רָה   כִָ֑ר הָהָ֥ כָל־הַכ  בְּ

ה׃ ֵֽׁ סָפֶׁ ן־תּ  ט פֶׁ ֹּ֖ מָל  ה 



Genesis 19:23-24 Genesis 19:23-24
The sun had risen on the 
earth when Lot came to 
Zoar. Then the LORD
rained on Sodom and 
Gomorrah sulfur and fire 
from the LORD out of 
heaven.

ץ   רֶׁ א עַל־הָאִָ֑ ש יָצִָ֣ מֶׁ ֹּ֖ הַשֶׁ

ה  עֲרָה׃ וֵַֽׁיהוָֹ֗ א צֵֹֽׁ וֹט בָ֥ לֹּ֖ וְּ

ם   דֹֹּ֛ יר עַל־סְּ ֹ֧ ט  מְּ ה 

ש  ִ֑ ית וָא  ִ֣ ר  ה גָפְּ עַל־עֲמֹרָֹּ֖ וְּ

ם׃ י  ן־הַשָמֵָֽׁ הוָֹּ֖ה מ  ת יְּ ֥ א  מ 



Genesis 19:25 Genesis 19:25
And he overthrew those 
cities, and all the valley, 
and all the inhabitants of 
the cities, and what grew 
on the ground.

ים   ִ֣ עָר  ת־הֶׁ ַֽיַהֲפֹךְ֙ אֶׁ וֵַֽׁ

כִָ֑ר   ת כָל־הַכ  ֹּ֖ א  ל וְּ הָא ֹּ֔

ים   ֹּ֔ עָר  י הֶׁ ִ֣ ב  ת֙ כָל־יֹשְּ א  וְּ

ה׃ מַח הָאֲדָמֵָֽׁ ֹּ֖ צֶׁ וְּ



Genesis 19:26 Genesis 19:26
But Lot’s wife, behind 
him, looked back, and 
she became a pillar of 
salt.

ט  תּוֹוַתַּב  שְּ אַחֲרָיו  א  מ 

לַח׃ יב מֶׁ צ  י נְּ ה  וַתְּּ

נָבַט = navat : “look”
In the “hifal” – she just wouldn’t go



Luke 17:32-33 Luke 17:32-33
Remember Lot’s wife. 
Whoever seeks to 
preserve his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his 
life will keep it.

μνημονεύετε τῆς γυναικὸς

Λώτ. ὃς ἐὰν ζητήσῃ τὴν ψυχὴν

αὐτοῦ περιποιήσασθαι

ἀπολέσει αὐτήν, ὃς δ’ ἂν 

ἀπολέσῃ ζῳογονήσει αὐτήν.



I should be a 
pillar of salt

I’ve looked back 
so many times

I should be a 
pillar of salt

I’ve looked around and 
turned from the light

Don’t let go of what 
you know to be the 

light at the end
of the road

Boy, don’t look back,
it is ahead of you

When you put your 
hand to the plow
Don’t look back

When you take
that final vow

Don’t look back

And when you hear the 
angels sing “alleluia”

Don’t look back

I want to be a 
giver of love

He’s forgiven me
so many times

I want to be a 
giver of love

He set me free so I’ve 
turned to the Lord

Don’t let go of what 
you know to be the 

light at the end
of the road

Boy, don’t look back,
it is ahead of you

When you put your 
hand to the plow
Don’t look back

When you take
that final vow

Don’t look back

And when you hear the 
angels sing “alleluia”

Don’t look back



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



I hate this story so 
let’s do it fast…



The time of 
Judges



Meet 
Jephthah



Meet 
Jephthah



Judges 11:1 Judges 11:1
Now Jephthah the 

Gileadite was a mighty 
warrior, but he was the 
son of a prostitute. Gilead 
was the father of 
Jephthah.

י הָיָה֙   ֹ֗ עָד  לְּ ח הַג  תִָּ֣ פְּ י  וְּ

וּא  הֹּ֖ ל וְּ י  וֹר חַֹּ֔ בִ֣ ג 

ד  וֹלֶׁ ה זוֹנִָ֑ה וַי֥ שִָ֣ ן־א  בֶׁ

ח׃ תֵָּֽׁ פְּ ת־י  ד אֶׁ עָֹּ֖ לְּ ג 



Judges 11:2 Judges 11:2
And Gilead’s wife also 
bore him sons. And when 
his wife’s sons grew up, 
they drove Jephthah out 
and said to him, “You 
shall not have an 
inheritance in our father’s 
house, for you are the son 
of another woman.”

וֹ   ד לֹּ֖ עָֹּ֛ לְּ ת־ג  שֶׁ ֵֽׁ ד א  לֶׁ ֹ֧ וַתּ 

וּ  לֹ֨ דְּ גְּ ים וַי  ִ֑ בָנ 

וּ  שִ֣ גָרְּ ה וַיְּ שָּ֜ נ י־הָא  ֵֽׁ בְּ

רוּ לוֹ֙   אמְּ ֵֹ֤ ח וַי תָֹּ֗ פְּ ת־י  אֶׁ

ינוּ   ית־אָב ֹּ֔ ב  ל בְּ חִַ֣ נְּ א־ת  ֵֹֽׁ ל

ת   רֶׁ ֹּ֖ ה אַחֶׁ שָ֥ ן־א  י בֶׁ ֹּ֛ כ 

תָּה׃ אֵָֽׁ



Judges 11:3 Judges 11:3
Then Jephthah fled from 
his brothers and lived in 
the land of Tob, and 
worthless fellows 
collected around 
Jephthah and went out 
with him.

ִ֣י   נ  פְּ תָּח֙ מ  פְּ ח י  רֵַ֤ בְּ וַי 

וֹב   ץ טִ֑ רֶׁ ִ֣ אֶׁ ב בְּ ֹּ֖שֶׁ יו וַי  חָֹּ֔ אֶׁ

תָּח֙   פְּ ל־י  וּ אֶׁ טֵ֤ לַקְּ תְּ ֵֽׁ וַי 

וּ  אֹּ֖ צְּ ים וַי  יק ֹּ֔ ים ר  ִ֣ אֲנָש 

וֹ׃ מֵֽׁ ע 



Judges 11:29 Judges 11:29
Then the Spirit of the 
LORD was upon 
Jephthah, and he passed 
through Gilead and 
Manasseh and passed on 
to Mizpah of Gilead, and 
from Mizpah of Gilead he 
passed on to the 
Ammonites.

וּחַ   תָּח֙ רִ֣ פְּ י עַל־י  ֵ֤ ה  וַתְּּ

ר  ה וַיַעֲבֹ֥ הוָֹּ֔ יְּ

ד   עָֹּ֖ לְּ ת־הַג  אֶׁ

ַֽיַעֲבֹר֙   ה וֵַֽׁ ִ֑ נַשֶׁ ת־מְּ אֶׁ וְּ

ד   עָֹּ֔ לְּ ה ג  ִ֣ פ  צְּ ת־מ  אֶׁ

ר   ד עָבַֹּ֖ עָֹּ֔ לְּ ה ג  ִ֣ פ  צְּ מ  וּמ 

וֹן ֥י עַמֵֽׁ נ  בְּ



Judges 11:30 Judges 11:30
And Jephthah made a 
vow to the LORD and 
said, “If you will give the 
Ammonites into my 
hand,

ר לַיהוָֹּ֖ה  ַֹּֽ֛דֶׁ ח נֶׁ תָּ֥ פְּ ר י  דַֹ֨ וַי 

ן   ֹּ֛ תּ  ם־נָת֥וֹן תּ  ר א  וַיאֹמִַ֑

י׃ ֵֽׁ יָד  וֹן בְּ ֥י עַמֹּ֖ נ  ת־בְּ אֶׁ



Judges 11:31 Judges 11:31
then whatever comes out 
from the doors of my 
house to meet me when I 
return in peace from the 
Ammonites shall be the 
LORD’S, and I will offer it 
up for a burnt offering.”

א   ר י צ ּ֜ א אֲשֶֹׁ֨ הָיִָ֣ה הַיוֹצ ֹ֗ וְּ

י   רָאת ֹּ֔ קְּ י֙ ל  ית  י ב  ֵ֤ ת  דַלְּ מ 

ִ֣י  נ  בְּ וֹם מ  שָלֹּ֖ י בְּ ֥ שוּב  בְּ

ה  יהוָֹּ֔ הָיָה֙ לֵַֽׁ וֹן וְּ עַמִ֑

ה׃ הוּ עוֹלֵָֽׁ ֹּ֖ ית  הַעֲל  וְּ



Judges 11:32 Judges 11:32
So Jephthah crossed over 
to the Ammonites to fight 
against them, and the 
LORD gave them into his 
hand.

֥י   נ  ל־בְּ ח אֶׁ תָֹּּ֛ פְּ ר י  וַיַעֲבֹ֥

ם  ם בִָ֑ חֶׁ לִָ֣ ה  וֹן לְּ עַמֹּ֖

וֹ׃ יָדֵֽׁ הוָֹּ֖ה בְּ ֥ם יְּ נ  תְּּ וַי 



Judges 11:34 Judges 11:34
Then Jephthah came to 
his home at Mizpah. And 
behold, his daughter 
came out to meet him 
with tambourines and 
with dances. She was his 
only child; besides her he 
had neither son nor 
daughter.

פָה֮  צְּ ח הַמ  תִָּ֣ פְּ א י  ֹֹ֨ וַיָב

תּוֹ֙   ֵ֤ה ב  נ  ה  יתוֹ֒ וְּ ל־ב  אֶׁ

ים   ֹּ֖ פ  ת  וֹ בְּ רָאתֹּ֔ קְּ את ל  ִ֣ יֹצ 

יא  ִ֣ רַק֙ ה  וֹת וְּ חֹלִ֑ מְּ וּב 

ן  ֹּ֖ נוּ ב  ֹּ֛ מֶׁ ין־ל֥וֹ מ  ֵֽׁ ה א  ידָֹּ֔ ח  יְּ

ת׃ אוֹ־בֵַֽׁ



Dr. John 
Goldingay

The Bible is not a book that provides 
us with a way of escaping the reality 

of how the world is but one that 
rubs our noses in the reality of how 

the world is. Its lack of explicit 
moral judgments … focuses our 

attention on the story itself and the 
horror of its implications 

concerning the stupidity of 
Jephthah and the suffering of a girl.



The time of 
Judges



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Lot’s Wife Jephthah's 
Daughter

The Widow 
of Nain



Luke 7:11 Luke 7:11
Soon afterward he went 
to a town called Nain, 
and his disciples and a 
great crowd went with 
him.

Καὶ ἐγένετο ἐν τῷ ἑξῆς

ἐπορεύθη εἰς πόλιν

καλουμένην Ναῒν καὶ

συνεπορεύοντο αὐτῷ οἱ

μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ

ὄχλος πολύς.



Luke 7:12 Luke 7:12
As he drew near to the 

gate of the town, behold, 
a man who had died was 
being carried out, the 
only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow, 
and a considerable crowd 
from the town was with 
her.

ὡς δὲ ἤγγισεν τῇ πύλῃ

τῆς πόλεως, καὶ ἰδοὺ 

ἐξεκομίζετο τεθνηκὼς

μονογενὴς υἱὸς τῇ μητρὶ 

αὐτοῦ καὶ αὐτὴ ἦν χήρα, 

καὶ ὄχλος τῆς πόλεως

ἱκανὸς ἦν σὺν αὐτῇ.



Luke 7:13 Luke 7:13
And when the Lord saw 
her, he had compassion
on her and said to her, 
“Do not weep.”

καὶ ἰδὼν αὐτὴν ὁ κύριος

ἐσπλαγχνίσθη ἐπ’ αὐτῇ 

καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῇ· μὴ

κλαῖε.



Luke 7:14 Luke 7:14
Then he came up and 
touched the bier, and the 
bearers stood still. And 
he said, “Young man, I 
say to you, arise.”

καὶ προσελθὼν ή̔ψατο

τῆς σοροῦ, οἱ δὲ

βαστάζοντες ἔστησαν, 

καὶ εἶπεν· νεανίσκε, σοὶ

λέγω, ἐγέρθητι.



Luke 7:15 Luke 7:15
And the dead man sat up 
and began to speak, and 
Jesus gave him to his 
mother.

καὶ ἀνεκάθισεν ὁ νεκρὸς

καὶ ἤρξατο λαλεῖν, καὶ

ἔδωκεν αὐτὸν τῇ μητρὶ 

αὐτοῦ.



Luke 7:16 Luke 7:16
Fear seized them all, and 
they glorified God, saying, 
“A great prophet has 
arisen among us!” and 
“God has visited his 
people!”

ἔλαβεν δὲ φόβος πάντας

καὶ ἐδόξαζον τὸν θεὸν

λέγοντες ὅτι προφήτης

μέγας ἠγέρθη ἐν ἡμῖν

καὶ ὅτι ἐπεσκέψατο ὁ

θεὸς τὸν λαὸν αὐτοῦ.



Luke 7:17 Luke 7:17
And this report about him 
spread through the whole 
of Judea and all the 
surrounding country.

καὶ ἐξῆλθεν ὁ λόγος

οὗτος ἐν ὅλῃ τῇ Ἰουδαίᾳ

περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ πάσῃ τῇ 

περιχώρῳ.



1 Cor. 15:54 1 Cor. 15:54
When the perishable puts 
on the imperishable, and 
the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying 
that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in 
victory.”

ὅταν δὲ τὸ φθαρτὸν τοῦτο

ἐνδύσηται ἀφθαρσίαν καὶ

τὸ θνητὸν τοῦτο

ἐνδύσηται ἀθανασίαν, 

τότε γενήσεται ὁ λόγος ὁ

γεγραμμένος·

κατεπόθη ὁ θάνατος εἰς

νῖκος.



1 Cor. 15:55 1 Cor. 15:55
“O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where is 
your sting?”

ποῦ σου, θάνατε, τὸ

νῖκος; ποῦ σου, θάνατε, 

τὸ κέντρον;





“Remember Lot’s wife.” (Lk 17:32) 

Pursue God!



Don’t be 
an idiot!

"It is a trap to dedicate 
something rashly and 
only later to consider 

one's vows.” (Pro. 20:25)



Never doubt the 
compassion of God

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lam. 3:22-23)



Lesser-Known 
Bible Women


