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Shaman …  Spiritist …  or by incantation  



On the plains of Shinar (near modern Bagdad)



Let us “build ourselves a city and a tower with its 
top in the heavens” (Gen. 11:4) 



The real tower was a ziggurat, built as a staircase
to entice God to come down to earth
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CHIASM

START

END
The earth has many languages (v.9)

The whole earth has one language (v.1)

The people use bricks to build a tower (v.2-3)

People do for reputation and to stay together (v.4)

God comes down to examine and judge (v.5-6)

God disperses them because of their attitude (v.7)

God “unbricks” and disperses the people (v.7-8)



The moral to the story?
God isn’t our Genie!



In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth



“I form light and create darkness” (Isa. 45:7)



ALL OF NATURE



ALL OF NATURE

God is “above” or “super” to nature



ALL OF NATURE

God is “above” or “super” to nature

God is “supernatural”



ALL OF NATURE

God is “above” or “super” to nature

God is “supernatural”

God is “transcendent”



God made the “watch” BUT that is not ALL!
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Deism has God making the “watch” and then watching!

God is “transcendent”

But he is also “immanent”



“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together” (Col. 1:16-17) 
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Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your 
presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed 

in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand 

shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.  If I say, “Surely 
the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the 

day, for darkness is as light with you. (Ps. 139:7-12)



This is not “pantheism” or “animism”



God isn’t our genie; yet God DOES descend to earth!



Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. (Phil. 2:5-7) 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made… And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. (Jn. 1:1-3; 14)) 
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God comes in Jesus

God indwells 
through his Spirit

God indwells in
his church
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See God as God

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God ” – Jn. 1:1
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Glorify God as God

“To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen”

– 1 Tim. 1:17
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Seek his presence on 
HIS terms

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth”
– Jn. 1:14
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