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Lessons and 

Implications
Important moral, theological 

and messianic messages



Background Stories

What do other ancient stories provide 
us for contrast and elucidation?



Genesis was written for us

But it was written to ancient Israel

Written in 
Ancient Hebrew

Ancient
Vocabulary

Ancient
Understanding



We treasure God’s word when 
we read it in context
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Age of the Patriarchs 
(2000-1600BCE)

Sumerian King List
(18th century BCE)

All follow the same basic pattern:

Creation --> Crisis (flood) --> Modern times

Kingship 
handed 
down

After the kingship descended from heaven, the 
kingship was in Eridu. In Eridu, Alulim became 
king; he ruled for 28,800 years. Alalgar ruled 

for 36,000 years. … Five cities; eight kings 
ruled for 385,200 years. Then the Flood swept 
thereover. After the flood had swept over, …. 
Nibia became king; he ruled for 3 years. Then 

Ingišu ruled for 6 years…



En-men-barage-si, who made the land 
of Elam submit,

became king; he ruled for 900 years
(divide by 60 = 15 years)

They used both a decimal system (10’s) and a 
sexagesimal system (6’; 60‘s; 600‘s)



Atrahasis Epic
(18th century BCE)

Age of the Patriarchs 
(2000-1600BCE)

All follow the same basic pattern:

Creation --> Crisis (flood) --> Modern times

Gods create humans to do their work

Anger over noise and immortality.  The 
decision to kill humanity through a flood.

The god Enki provides for survivors.

Gods make new ways for humanity to die.



Sumerian Flood Tale
(17th century BCE)

Age of the Patriarchs 
(2000-1600BCE)

All follow the same basic pattern:

Creation --> Crisis (flood) --> Modern times

Gods create humans and cities

Their  genealogy included diapers for 100 yrs

Anger over noise prompts the flood

Enki tells Ziusudra, “By our hand a flood will 
sweep over the cities… and the country.  The 
decision that mankind is to be destroyed  has 

been made, a verdict, a command by the 
assembly, cannot be revoked”

Boat built, family and animals saved



Genesis 
Creation

Age of the Patriarchs 
(2000-1600BCE)

Water over the face of the deep / earth

Dry land appears (x2)

God speaks / the Ark saves

3 sons/10 gen’s (x2)

All follow the same basic pattern:

Creation --> Crisis (flood) Modern times-->



Genesis 
Creation

Age of the Patriarchs 
(2000-1600BCE)

Water over the face of the deep / earth

Dry land appears (x2)

God speaks / the Ark saves

3 sons/10 gen’s (x2)

“Be fruitful and multiply” (x2)

All follow the same basic pattern:

Creation --> Crisis (flood) Modern times-->



- Flood for noise, not sin

- Plans aren’t hidden

- Boat is seaworthy; not a cube

- Different lengths of flood

- Sacrifice purpose

Too many differences:

- Different bird accounts
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- Flood for noise, not sin- Plans aren’t hidden

- Boat is seaworthy; not a cube

- Different lengths of flood

- Sacrifice purpose

Too many differences:

- Different bird accounts

- Replenishment of land

- Hungry gods or Divine Judge



The Flood 

Storyline
A careful consideration of 
key parts of the storyline



Genesis 6:5 Genesis 6:5

The LORD saw that the 
wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and 
that every intention of 
the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil 
continually…

ת   ה רָעִַ֥ י רַבָָּ֛ ִ֥ ה כּ  ַ֣רְא יְהוָָ֔ וַיַּ 
צֶרֵ֙   הָאָדָָ֖ם בָּאָ֑רֶץ וְכָל־י ֵ֙
ע  ק רַָ֖ וֹ רִַ֥ בָּ֔ ת ל  מַחְשְׁב  

כָּל־הַיּֽוֹם׃



Genesis 6:7 Genesis 6:7

So the LORD said, “I will 
blot out man whom I 
have created from the 
face of the land, man 
and animals and 
creeping things and 
birds of the heavens, for 
I am sorry that I have 
made them.”

ה  ה אֶמְחֶֶ֨ אמֶר יְהוָָ֗ וַיּ  
יֵ֙   את  ם אֲשֶׁר־בָּרֵָ֙ אֶת־הָאָדָָ֤
אָדָםֵ֙   ֽ ה מ  אֲדָמָָ֔ עַלֵ֙ פְּנ  י הָֽ מ 

מֶשׂ   ה עַד־רֶָ֖ מָָ֔ עַד־בְּה 
י   מְתּ  חַָ֖ י נ  ִ֥ ם כּ  י  וֹף הַשָּׁמָ֑ וְעַד־ע 

ם׃ ֽ ית  י עֲשׂ  ִ֥ כּ 



Genesis 6:8 Genesis 6:8

But Noah found favor in 
the eyes of the LORD.

ִ֥י יְהוָֽה׃ ינ  ן בְּע  ָ֖ צָא ח  חַ מִָ֥ וְנ ֹ֕



Genesis 6:9 Genesis 6:9

These are the 
generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked 
with God.

ישׁ   ִ֥ חַ א  חַ נ ָ֗ ת נ ָ֔ לֶּה תּוֹלְד   א 
יו  ר תָ֑ ים הָיָָ֖ה בְּד ֽ ִ֥ יק תָּמ  ָ֛ צַדּ 
חַ׃ תְהַלֶּךְ־נ ֽ ֽ ים ה  ָ֖ אֱלֹה  אֶת־הָֽ



Genesis 6:9 Genesis 6:9

These are the 
generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked
with God.

ישׁ   ִ֥ חַ א  חַ נ ָ֗ ת נ ָ֔ לֶּה תּוֹלְד   א 
יו  ר תָ֑ ים הָיָָ֖ה בְּד ֽ ִ֥ יק תָּמ  ָ֛ צַדּ 

תְ  ֽ ים ה  ָ֖ אֱלֹה  חַ׃הַלֶּךְ אֶת־הָֽ ־נ ֽ



Don’t miss the context!
“Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked 
with God.”

“And they heard the sound 
of the LORD God walking in 

the garden in the cool of the

day, and the man and
his wife hid
themselves from
the presence of the
LORD God.”



Do we walk with God 
or hid from him?



Genesis 6:11-12 Genesis 6:11-12

Now the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled 
with violence. And God 
saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, 
for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on 
the earth.

ים   אֱלֹהִִ֑ ֵ֣י הָָֽ ת הָאָ֖רֶץ לִפְנ  ֵ֥ וַתִּשָּׁח 

ס׃ וַיַּ ַ֧רְא   א הָאָ֖רֶץ חָמָָֽ ֵ֥ וַתִּמָּל 

ֵ֣ה   ים אֶת־הָאָ֖רֶץ וְהִנּ  אֱלֹהִִ֛

ר  ית כָּל־בָּשִָׂ֛ י־הִשְׁחִ  תָה כִָּֽ נִשְׁחִָ֑

אֶת־דַּרְכּ֖וֹ עַל־הָאָָֽרֶץ׃



Genesis 6:11-12 Genesis 6:11-12

Now the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled 
with violence. And God 
saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, 
for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on 
the earth.

תוַתִּ  ֵ֥ ים  שָּׁח  אֱלֹהִִ֑ ֵ֣י הָָֽ הָאָ֖רֶץ לִפְנ 

א הָאָ֖רֶץ  ֵ֥ סוַתִּמָּל  ׃ וַיַּ ַ֧רְא  חָמָָֽ

ֵ֣ה   ים אֶת־הָאָ֖רֶץ וְהִנּ  אֱלֹהִִ֛

ר  ית כָּל־בָּשִָׂ֛ י־הִשְׁחִ  תָה כִָּֽ נִשְׁחִָ֑

אֶת־דַּרְכּ֖וֹ עַל־הָאָָֽרֶץ׃
Hamas – acronym for “The Islamic Resistance 

Movement” (Harakat as-Mqawamah al-
Islamiyya) meaning “zeal” in Arabic



Genesis 6:11-12 Genesis 6:11-12

Now the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled 
with violence. And God 
saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, 
for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on 
the earth.

תוַתִּ  ֵ֥ ים  שָּׁח  אֱלֹהִִ֑ ֵ֣י הָָֽ הָאָ֖רֶץ לִפְנ 

א הָאָ֖רֶץ  ֵ֥ סוַתִּמָּל  ׃ וַיַּ ַ֧רְא  חָמָָֽ

ֵ֣ה   ים אֶת־הָאָ֖רֶץ וְהִנּ  אֱלֹהִִ֛

תָ נִ  ר שְׁחִָ֑ ית כָּל־בָּשִָׂ֛ י־הִשְׁחִ  ה כִָּֽ

אֶת־דַּרְכּ֖וֹ עַל־הָאָָֽרֶץ׃



Genesis 6:11-12 Genesis 6:11-12

Now the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled 
with violence. And God 
saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, 
for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on 
the earth.

תוַתִּ  ֵ֥ ים  שָּׁח  אֱלֹהִִ֑ ֵ֣י הָָֽ הָאָ֖רֶץ לִפְנ 

א הָאָ֖רֶץ  ֵ֥ סוַתִּמָּל  ׃ וַיַּ ַ֧רְא  חָמָָֽ

ֵ֣ה   ים אֶת־הָאָ֖רֶץ וְהִנּ  אֱלֹהִִ֛

תָ נִ  י־הִ שְׁחִָ֑ יתה כִָּֽ ר שְׁחִ  כָּל־בָּשִָׂ֛

אֶת־דַּרְכּ֖וֹ עַל־הָאָָֽרֶץ׃



Genesis 6:13 Genesis 6:13

And God said to Noah, “I 
have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, 
for the earth is filled 
with violence through 
them. Behold, I will 
destroy them with the 
earth.

ץ   ָ֤ חַ ק  ים לְנ ָ֗ אמֶר אֱלֹה ִ֜ וַיּ ֶ֨
י־מָלְאִָ֥ה  ֽ י כּ  א לְפָנַָ֔ כָּל־בָּשָׂרֵ֙ בָּ 
י   ִ֥ נְנ  ם וְה  יהֶ֑ פְּנ  ס מ  הָאָָ֛רֶץ חָמָָ֖

ם אֶת־הָאָֽרֶץ׃ יתָָ֖ מַשְׁח 



Genesis 6:13 Genesis 6:13

And God said to Noah, “I 
have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, 
for the earth is filled 
with violence through 
them. Behold, I will 
destroy them with the 
earth.

ץ   ָ֤ חַ ק  ים לְנ ָ֗ אמֶר אֱלֹה ִ֜ וַיּ ֶ֨
י־מָלְאִָ֥ה  ֽ י כּ  א לְפָנַָ֔ כָּל־בָּשָׂרֵ֙ בָּ 
י   ִ֥ נְנ  ם וְה  יהֶ֑ פְּנ  ס מ  הָאָָ֛רֶץ חָמָָ֖

יתָָ֖ מַ  ם אֶת־הָאָֽרֶץ׃שְׁח 



The world destroyed itself, 
so God destroyed the world



The world trashed itself;
so God will take out the 

trash and clean it up



Genesis 6:14 Genesis 6:14

Make yourself an ark of 
gopher wood. Make 
rooms in the ark, and 
cover it inside and out 
with pitch.

פֶר   י־ג ָ֔ ת עֲצ  בַ  ה לְךֵ֙ תּ  ָ֤ עֲשׂ 
ה   בָ֑ ה אֶת־הַתּ  עֲשֶׂ  ים תַּֽ ָ֖ נּ  ק 
וּץ  חָ֖ ת וּמ  י  בִַּ֥ הּ מ  תָָ֛ פַרְתִָּ֥ א  וְכָֽ

פֶר׃ בַּכּ ֽ



Genesis 6:14 Genesis 6:14

Make yourself an ark of 
gopher wood. Make 
rooms in the ark, and 
cover it inside and out 
with pitch.

פֶר   י־ג ָ֔ ת עֲצ  בַ  ה לְךֵ֙ תּ  ָ֤ עֲשׂ 
ה אֶת־הַ  עֲשֶׂ  ים תַּֽ ָ֖ נּ  הק  בָ֑ תּ 

וּץ  חָ֖ ת וּמ  י  בִַּ֥ הּ מ  תָָ֛ פַרְתִָּ֥ א  וְכָֽ
פֶר׃ בַּכּ ֽ

tevah – “ark” is also one of Hebrew words for 
“word” as in a written word



Rabbi Israel 
ben Eliezer 

a/k/a The Baal 
Shem Tov

(1698-1760)



Let the word 

[tevah] said in 

Torah or prayer 

radiate light



Genesis 6:15-16 Genesis 6:15-16

This is how you are to 
make it: the length of 
the ark 300 cubits, its 
breadth 50 cubits, and 
its height 30 cubits. 
Make a roof [“skylight”] 
for the ark…

הּ  תָ֑ ה א  עֲשֶָׂ֖ ר תַּֽ ה אֲשִֶׁ֥ וְזֶֹ֕
רֶךְ   ה א ֹ֚ וֹת אַמָָּ֗ א  שׁ מ  שְׁלֹֹ֧
ים אַמָּהֵ֙  ָ֤ שּׁ  ה חֲמ  בָָ֔ הַתּ 
ה   ים אַמָָּ֖ ִ֥ הּ וּשְׁלֹשׁ  רָחְבָָּ֔

הּ׃ ה קוֹמָתָֽ עֲשֶׂ  הַר תַּֽ צ  
ה בָָ֗ לַתּ 





Genesis 8:1 Genesis 8:1

But God remembered 
Noah and all the beasts 
and all the livestock that 
were with him in the ark. 
And God made a wind 
blow over the earth, and 
the waters subsided.

ת   ֹ֤ חַ וְא  ר אֱלֹהִים֙ אֶת־נ ֹ֔ וַיִּזְכּ ֹ֤

ה  מָֹ֔ חַיָּה֙ וְאֶת־כָּל־הַבְּה  כָּל־הַָֽ

ר  ה וַיַּעֲב ֵ֨ בִָ֑ ר אִתּ֖וֹ בַּתּ  אֲשֵֶׁ֥

ים ר֙וּחַ֙ עַל־הָאָֹ֔רֶץ  אֱלֹהִֵ֥

יִם׃ כּוּ הַמָָּֽ וַיָּשׁ ֖



Genesis 9:8-9 Genesis 9:8-9

Then God said to Noah 
and to his sons with him, 
“Behold, I establish my 
covenant with you and 
your offspring after you

חַ   אמֶר אֱלֹהִים֙ אֶל־נ ֹ֔ וַיּ ֹ֤

י   ר׃ וַאֲנִִ֕ אמ ָֽ וְאֶל־בָּנֵָ֥יו אִתּ֖וֹ ל 

י אִתְּכִֶ֑ם  ים אֶת־בְּרִיתִ֖ קִִ֛ י מ  הִנְנִֵ֥

ם׃ יכֶָֽ ת־זַרְעֲכֶ֖ם אַָֽחֲר  וְאֶָֽ



Genesis 9:13 Genesis 9:13

I have set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant 
between me and the 
earth.

עָנַָ֑֣ן   י בֶּֽ תּ  י נָתַָ֖ אֶת־קַשְׁתּ ֹ֕
י  ָ֖ ינ  ית בּ  ָ֔ וֹת בְּר  יְתָהֵ֙ לְא  וְהָֽ

ין הָאָֽרֶץ׃ ִ֥ וּב 



Genesis 9:13 Genesis 9:13

I have set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant 
between me and the 
earth.

עָנַָ֑֣ן   י בֶּֽ תּ  י נָתַָ֖ אֶת־קַשְׁתּ ֹ֕
יְתָהֵ֙ לְ  וֹתוְהָֽ י א  ָ֖ ינ  ית בּ  ָ֔ בְּר 

ין הָאָֽרֶץ׃ ִ֥ וּב 

’ot – “sign” 
a visible reminder of the covenant



The renewed world has been washed 
clean; but it dirties up soon….



Lessons and 

Implications
Important moral, theological 

and messianic messages



Genesis

Don’t read 
these apart 

from Genesis!

This is the 
“PREQUEL”!



Don’t miss the foreshadowing chain…

Noah 
goes in 
the ark 
(tevah) 
to save

Moses 
goes in 
the ark 
(tevah) 
to save

The waters 
save Noah 
from the 
evil world

The waters 
save Israel 
from the 

evil pharaoh Jesus sets 
water as 
the sign

The sign “a visible reminder of a covenant”:

God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to 
this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ… (1 Pet. 3:20-21)



Lots to come…





Do we walk with God 
or hid from him?

Adam “hid” from God;
Noah “walked” with God



The Creator 
is also the 

Judge

“Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do what is just?” 

(Gen. 18:25)



Mercy 
triumphs 

over 
judgment

“And God blessed Noah and his sons 
and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth.” (Gen. 9:1)




