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Genesis 8:14-15 Genesis 8:14-15

In the second month, 
on the twenty-seventh 
day of the month, the 
earth had dried out. 
Then God said to 
Noah,

ה   ָ֧ י בְּשִׁבְע  דֶשׁ֙ הַשֵּׁנִִ֔ וּבַח ֹ֨

ה   ֖ דֶשׁ י בְשׁ  ים י֖וֹם לַח ֹ֑ וְעֶשְׂרִִ֛

חַ   ים אֶל־נ ֵ֥ ר אֱלֹהִ֖ אָֽרֶץ׃ וַיְדַבֵֵּ֥ ה 

ר׃ לֵאמ ֽ



Genesis 8:16 Genesis 8:16

“Go out from the ark, 
you and your wife, and 
your sons and your 
sons’ wives with you.

ה וְאִשְׁתְּךִ֛  ה אַתּ ָ֕ ֹ֑ א מִן־הַתֵּב  צֵ֖

ךְ׃ ֽ נֶ֖יך אִתּ  י־ב  נֵֶ֥יך וּנְשֵֽׁ וּב 



Genesis 8:17 Genesis 8:17

Bring out with you every 
living thing that is with you 
of all flesh—birds and 
animals and every 
creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth—that they 
may swarm on the earth, 
and be fruitful and 
multiply on the earth.”

ר־אִתְּךָ֜   ה אֲשֶֽׁ ל־הַחַיּ ֹ֨ כּ 

ה  ִ֛ וֹף וּבַבְּהֵמ  עָ֧ ר בּ  שׂ ָ֗ ל־בּ  מִכּ 

שׂ  מֵֵ֥ ר  מֶשׂ ה  רִֶ֛ ל־ה  וּבְכ 

אָ֖רֶץ הוֹצֵא  א]עַל־ה  [  הַיְצֵֵ֣

וּ  רֵ֥ אִָ֔רֶץ וּפ  וּ ב  רְצֵ֣ ֽ ךְ וְשׁ  ֹ֑ אִתּ 

אָֽרֶץ׃ ב֖וּ עַל־ה  וְר 



Genesis 8:20 Genesis 8:20

Then Noah built an 
altar to the LORD and 
took some of every 
clean animal and some 
of every clean bird and 
offered burnt offerings 
on the altar.

ח  ֹ֑ה וַיִּקַַּ֞ יהו  חַ לַֽ חַ מִזְבֵּ֖ בֶן נ ִ֛ וַיִֵּ֥

ה   ָ֗ ה הַטְּהוֹר  ֵ֣ ל ׀ הַבְּהֵמ  מִכּ ֵ֣

לֹ֖ת  ר וַיֵַּ֥עַל ע  ה ִ֔ וֹף הַטּ  עֵ֣ ל֙ ה  וּמִכּ 

חַ׃ בַּמִּזְבֵּֽ



Genesis 9:1 Genesis 9:1

And God blessed Noah 
and his sons and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the 
earth.

חַ   ים אֶת־נ ֖ רֶךְ אֱלֹהִִ֔ ֵ֣ וַיְב 

וּ  ם פְּרֵ֥ הִֶ֛ אמֶר ל  ֹ֑יו וַיּ ָ֧ נ  וְאֶת־בּ 

אָֽרֶץ׃ וּ אֶת־ה  וּרְב֖וּ וּמִלְאֵ֥



Genesis 9:2 Genesis 9:2

The fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon 
every beast of the earth 
and upon every bird of the 
heavens, upon everything 
that creeps on the ground 
and all the fish of the sea. 
Into your hand they are 
delivered.

ל  ה עַַ֚ הְיִֶ֔ וּמוֹרַאֲכֶֶ֤ם וְחִתְּכֶם֙ יִֽ

וֹף   ל־עֵ֣ ל כּ  אִָ֔רֶץ וְעַ֖ ל־חַיֵַּ֣ת ה  כּ 

שׂ   ר תִּרְמ ָ֧ ל֩ אֲשֶֹׁ֨ יִם בְּכ  ֹ֑ מ  הַשּׁ 

ם֖  י הַיּ  ל־דְּגֵֵ֥ ה וּֽבְכ  ִ֛ מ  אֲד  ֽ ה 

נוּ׃ ֽ בְּיֶדְכֵֶ֥ם נִתּ 



Genesis 9:3 Genesis 9:3

Every moving thing that 
lives shall be food for 
you. And as I gave you 
the green plants, I give 
you everything.

כֵֶ֥ם  י ל  ר הוּא־חִַ֔ מֶשׂ֙ אֲשֵֶׁ֣ ל־רֶ֙ כּ 

שֶׂב  ה כְּיֵֶֶ֣֣רֶק עִֵ֔ ֹ֑ יִהְיֶה֖ לְאָכְל 

ל׃ כֶ֖ם אֶת־כּ ֽ תִּי ל  תֵַ֥ נ 



Genesis 9:4 Genesis 9:4

But you shall not eat 
flesh with its life, that 
is, its blood.

א   מ֖וֹ ל ֵ֥ וֹ ד  ר בְּנַפְשֵׁ֥ שׂ ָ֕ אַךְ־בּ 

לוּ׃ ת אכֵֽ



613 “mitzvot”
(divine commandments) 

in the Torah 

Adam only had 6



Adam only had 6

Idolatry1

Blasphemy2

Murder3

Sex. imm.4

Theft5

Just courts6

Noah added 1 1 food law7



Gentiles following 

these seven will 

have a share in 

the world to come

Maimonides 

~1135-1204



Genesis 9:5 Genesis 9:5

And for your lifeblood I 
will require a reckoning: 
from every beast I will 
require it and from 
man. From his fellow 
man I will require a 
reckoning for the life of 
man.

תֵיכֶם֙  וְאַֹ֨ךְ אֶת־דִּמְכֶֶ֤ם לְנַפְשׁ ֽ

נּוּ   ה֖ אֶדְרְשֶֹׁ֑ ל־חַיּ  שׁ מִיֵַּ֥ד כּ  אֶדְר ִ֔

יו   ישׁ אָחִִ֔ ם מִיַּד֙ אִֵ֣ אָד ָ֗ ֽ וּמִיֵַּ֣ד ה 

ם׃ ֽ אָד  ֽ שׁ אֶת־נֵֶ֥פֶשׁ ה  אֶדְר ֖



Genesis 9:6 Genesis 9:6

“Whoever sheds the 
blood of man, by man 
shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in 
his own image.

וֹ   מֵ֣ ם דּ  ֖ אָד  ֽ ם בּ  אָד ִ֔ ֽ ם ה  פֵךְ֙ דֵַּ֣ שׁ 

ה  ֖ שׂ  ים ע  לֶם אֱלֹהִִ֔ י בְּצֵֶ֣ ךְ כִַּ֚ פֵֹ֑ יִשּׁ 

ם׃ ֽ אָד  אֶת־ה 



Genesis 9:7 Genesis 9:7

And you, be fruitful and 
multiply, increase 
greatly on the earth 
and multiply in it.”

וּ   וּ שִׁרְצֵ֥ וּ וּרְבֹ֑ ם פְּרֵ֣ וְאַתֶּ֖

הּ׃ ֽ אָ֖רֶץ וּרְבוּ־ב  ב 



Genesis 9:8-9 Genesis 9:8-9

Then God said to Noah 
and to his sons with 
him, “Behold, I 
establish my covenant 
with you and your 
offspring after you,

חַ   אמֶר אֱלֹהִים֙ אֶל־נ ִ֔ וַיּ ֶ֤

י   ר׃ וַאֲנִָ֕ ֵ֥יו אִתּ֖וֹ לֵאמ ֽ נ  וְאֶל־בּ 

י אִתְּכֶֹ֑ם  ים אֶת־בְּרִיתִ֖ י מֵקִִ֛ הִנְנִֵ֥

ם׃ ת־זַרְעֲכֶ֖ם אַֽחֲרֵיכֶֽ וְאֶֽ



Genesis 9:11 Genesis 9:11

I establish my covenant 
with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be 
cut off by the waters of 
the flood, and never 
again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the 
earth.”

ם  י אֶת־בְּרִיתִי֙ אִתְּכִֶ֔ תִֶ֤ וַהֲקִמ 

י   ר ע֖וֹד מִמֵֵּ֣ ִ֛ שׂ  ל־בּ  ת כּ  רֵָ֧ א־יִכּ  וְל ֽ

וֹד מַבּ֖וּל   א־יִהְיֵֶ֥ה עִ֛ וּל וְל ֽ הַמַּבֹּ֑

אָֽרֶץ׃ ת ה  לְשַׁחֵֵ֥



Genesis 9:12 Genesis 9:12

And God said, “This is 
the sign of the 
covenant that I make 
between me and you 
and every living 
creature that is with 
you, for all future 
generations:

את   ים ז ֶ֤ אמֶר אֱלֹהִָ֗ וַיּ ֵ֣

ן   תֵָ֗ י נ  אֽוֹת־הַבְּרִית֙ אֲשֶׁר־אֲנִֵ֣

ל־נֵֶ֥פֶשׁ  ין כּ  ם וּבִֵ֛ ינֵיכִֶ֔ בֵּינִי֙ וּבֵֵ֣

ת   ר ֖ ר אִתְּכֶֹ֑ם לְד  ה֖ אֲשֵֶׁ֣ חַיּ 

ם׃ ֽ עוֹל 



Genesis 9:13 Genesis 9:13

I have set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall 
be a sign of the 
covenant between me 
and the earth.

ה֙  יְת  ֽ ֶֹ֑֣ן וְה  נ  ע  תִּי בֶּֽ תַ֖ י נ  אֶת־קַשְׁתִָּ֕

ין   י וּבֵֵ֥ ית בֵּינִ֖ וֹת בְּרִִ֔ לְאֵ֣

אָֽרֶץ׃ ה 



Genesis 9:13 Genesis 9:13

I have set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall 
be a sign of the 
covenant between me 
and the earth.

יאֶת־ ה֙ קַשְׁתִָּ֕ יְת  ֽ ֶֹ֑֣ן וְה  נ  ע  תִּי בֶּֽ תַ֖ נ 

ין   י וּבֵֵ֥ ית בֵּינִ֖ וֹת בְּרִִ֔ לְאֵ֣

אָֽרֶץ׃ ה 

qeshet a hunter’s or warrior’s bow (קֶשֶׁת)



The bow is 

stringless and 

pointed away 

from earth
Nachmanides

1194-1270



Genesis 9:15 Genesis 9:15

I will remember my 
covenant that is 
between me and you 
and every living 
creature of all flesh. 
And the waters shall 
never again become a 
flood to destroy all 
flesh.

ר   י אֲשֶֶׁ֤ י אֶת־בְּרִיתִָ֗ וְז כַרְתִֵּ֣

ל־נֵֶ֥פֶשׁ  ין כּ  ם וּבִֵ֛ ינֵיכִֶ֔ בֵּינִי֙ וּבֵֵ֣

ה   הְיֶֹ֨ א־יִֽ ר וְל ֽ ֹ֑ שׂ  ל־בּ  ה֖ בְּכ  חַיּ 

ת  וּל לְשַׁחֵ֖ יִם֙ לְמַבִּ֔ וֹד הַמַּ֙ עֶ֤

ר׃ ֽ שׂ  ל־בּ  כּ 



Genesis 9:16 Genesis 9:16

When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and 
remember the 
everlasting covenant 
between God and every 
living creature of all 
flesh that is on the 
earth.”

יה   ֶֹ֑֣ן וּרְאִיתִָ֗ נ  ע  שֶׁת בֶּֽ ה הַקֶּ֖ ֵ֥ יְת  וְה 

ין   ם בֵֵּ֣ ית עוֹל ִ֔ ר֙ בְּרִֵ֣ לִזְכּ 

ה   ל־נֵֶ֣פֶשׁ חַיּ ִ֔ ים וּבֵין֙ כּ  אֱלֹהִִ֔

אָֽרֶץ׃ ר עַל־ה  ר אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ֖ שׂ  ל־בּ  בְּכ 



Genesis 9:17 Genesis 9:17

God said to Noah, “This 
is the sign of the 
covenant that I have 
established between 
me and all flesh that is 
on the earth.”

את   חַ ז ֶ֤ ים אֶל־נ ֹ֑ אמֶר אֱלֹהִ֖ וַיּ ֵ֥

תִי   ר הֲקִמ ִ֔ אֽוֹת־הַבְּרִית֙ אֲשֵֶׁ֣

ר   ר אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ֖ שׂ  ל־בּ  ין כּ  י וּבֵֵ֥ בֵּינִָ֕

אָֽרֶץ׃ עַל־ה 



The HIGHS



The LOWS



Genesis 9:18 Genesis 9:18

The sons of Noah who 
went forth from the ark 
were Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. (Ham was the 
father of Canaan.)

צְאִים֙  חַ הַיּ ֽ וּ בְנֵי־נ ָ֗ הְיֵ֣ וַיִּֽ

ֹ֑פֶת   י  ם ו  ֵ֣ ם וְח  ה שֵׁ֖ מִן־הַתֵּב ִ֔

עַן׃  ֽ י כְנ  ם ה֖וּא אֲבִֵ֥ וְח ָ֕



Genesis 9:19 Genesis 9:19

These three were the 
sons of Noah, and from 
these the people of the 
whole earth were 
dispersed.

לֶּה  חַ וּמֵאֵ֖ לֶּה בְּנֵי־נ ֹ֑ ה אֵ֖ ֵ֥ שְׁלֹשׁ 

אָֽרֶץ׃ ל־ה  ה כ  ֵ֥ פְצ  ֽ נ 



Genesis 9:20-21 Genesis 9:20-21

Noah began to be a 
man of the soil, and he 
planted a vineyard. He 
drank of the wine and 
became drunk and lay 
uncovered in his tent. 

ע   ה וַיִּטַֹּ֖ אֲדָמָָ֑ ישׁ הָָֽ חַ אִִ֣ וַיָָּ֥חֶל נ ֹ֖
ר   ַ֖יִן וַיִּשְׁכָָּ֑ ָ֥שְׁתְּ מִן־הַיַֹּ֖ רֶם׃ וַיּ  כָָּֽ

ה׃ וֹךְ אָהֳלָֽ וַיִּתְגַֹּ֖ל בְּתָ֥



Biblical concerns

Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler,
and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.

(Proverbs 20:1)



Genesis 9:22 Genesis 9:22

And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father 
and told his two 
brothers outside. 

ת  עַן אֵ֖ י כְנִַ֔ ם אֲבִֵ֣ רְא ח ַ֚ וַיַָּ֗

יו  ֖ י־אֶח  יו וַיַּגֵֵּ֥ד לִשְׁנֵֽ עֶרְוֵַ֣ת אָבִֹ֑

בַּחֽוּץ׃  פֶת יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨



Genesis 9:23 Genesis 9:23

Then Shem and Japheth 
took a garment, laid it on 
both their shoulders, and 
walked backward and 
covered the nakedness of 
their father. Their faces 
were turned backward, 
and they did not see their 
father’s nakedness.

פֶת  יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨

ימוּ֙   ה וַיּ שִׂ֙ אֶת־הַשִּׂמְל ָ֗

לְכוּ֙   ם וַיֵּֽ עַל־שְׁכֵֶ֣ם שְׁנֵיהִֶ֔

ת עֶרְוֵַ֣ת  וּ אֵ֖ ית וַיְכַסָּ֕ רַנִִּ֔ אֲח ֵ֣

ית   רַנִִּ֔ ם וּפְנֵיהֶם֙ אֲח ֵ֣ אֲבִיהֶֹ֑

אֽוּ׃  א ר  ם ל ֵ֥ וְעֶרְוֵַ֥ת אֲבִיהֶ֖



Genesis 9:24-25 Genesis 9:24-25

When Noah awoke 
from his wine and knew 
what his youngest son 
had done to him, he 
said, “Cursed be 
Canaan; a servant of 
servants shall he be to 
his brothers.”

ת  דַע אִֵ֛ וֹ וַיֵָּ֕ חַ מִיֵּינֹ֑ יקֶץ נ ֖ וַיִֵּ֥

ן׃  ֽ ט  וֹ הַקּ  ה־ל֖וֹ בְּנֵ֥ שׂ  ֵ֥ אֲשֶׁר־ע 

בֶד  ֹ֑עַן עֵֶ֥ וּר כְּנ  אמֶר אָרֵ֣ וַיּ ֖

יו׃  ֽ הְיֵֶ֥ה לְאֶח  ים יִֽ דִ֖ עֲב 



Genesis 9:22 Genesis 9:22

And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father 
and told his two 
brothers outside. 

ת  עַן אֵ֖ י כְנִַ֔ ם אֲבִֵ֣ רְא ח ַ֚ וַיַָּ֗

יו  ֖ י־אֶח  יו וַיַּגֵֵּ֥ד לִשְׁנֵֽ עֶרְוֵַ֣ת אָבִֹ֑

בַּחֽוּץ׃  פֶת יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨



Say what???



Genesis 9:22 Genesis 9:22

And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father 
and told his two 
brothers outside. 

רְאוַ  עַן יַָּ֗ י כְנִַ֔ ם אֲבִֵ֣ ת ח ַ֚ אֵ֖

יו עֶרְוֵַ֣ת  ֖ י־אֶח  יו וַיַּגֵֵּ֥ד לִשְׁנֵֽ אָבִֹ֑

בַּחֽוּץ׃  פֶת יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨

“If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a 
daughter of his mother, and sees her nakedness, and she sees 
his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the 

sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his 
sister’s nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity.” (Lev. 20:17)



Genesis 9:22 Genesis 9:22

And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father 
and told his two 
brothers outside. 

רְאוַ  עַן יַָּ֗ י כְנִַ֔ ם אֲבִֵ֣ ת ח ַ֚ אֵ֖

יו עֶרְוֵַ֣ת  ֖ י־אֶח  יו וַיַּגֵֵּ֥ד לִשְׁנֵֽ אָבִֹ֑

בַּחֽוּץ׃  פֶת יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨

“If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a 
daughter of his mother, and sees her nakedness, and she sees 
his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the 

sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his 
sister’s nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity.” (Lev. 20:17)



Genesis 9:22 Genesis 9:22

And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father 
and told his two 
brothers outside. 

רְאוַ  עַן יַָּ֗ י כְנִַ֔ ם אֲבִֵ֣ ת ח ַ֚ אֵ֖

יו עֶרְוֵַ֣ת  ֖ י־אֶח  יו וַיַּגֵֵּ֥ד לִשְׁנֵֽ אָבִֹ֑

בַּחֽוּץ׃  פֶת יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨

Castrated?
Sodomized?



Genesis 9:23 Genesis 9:23

Then Shem and Japheth 
took a garment, laid it on 
both their shoulders, and 
walked backward and 
covered the nakedness of 
their father. Their faces 
were turned backward, 
and they did not see their 
father’s nakedness.

ה  פֶת אֶת־הַשִּׂמְל ָ֗ יֶָ֜ ם ו  וַיִּקַּח֩ שֵֹׁ֨

ם   ימוּ֙ עַל־שְׁכֵֶ֣ם שְׁנֵיהִֶ֔ וַיּ שִׂ֙

ת  וּ אֵ֖ ית וַיְכַסָּ֕ רַנִִּ֔ לְכוּ֙ אֲח ֵ֣ וַיֵּֽ

ם וּפְנֵיהֶם֙   עֶרְוֵַ֣ת אֲבִיהֶֹ֑

א  ם ל ֵ֥ ית וְעֶרְוֵַ֥ת אֲבִיהֶ֖ רַנִִּ֔ אֲח ֵ֣

אֽוּ׃ ר 



Genesis 9:24-25 Genesis 9:24-25

When Noah awoke 
from his wine and knew 
what his youngest son 
had done to him, he 
said, “Cursed be 
Canaan; a servant of 
servants shall he be to 
his brothers.”

ת  דַע אִֵ֛ וֹ וַיֵָּ֕ חַ מִיֵּינֹ֑ יקֶץ נ ֖ וַיִֵּ֥

ן׃   ֽ ט  וֹ הַקּ  ה־ל֖וֹ בְּנֵ֥ שׂ  ֵ֥ אֲשֶׁר־ע 

בֶד  ֹ֑עַן עֵֶ֥ וּר כְּנ  אמֶר אָרֵ֣ וַיּ ֖

יו׃ ֽ הְיֵֶ֥ה לְאֶח  ים יִֽ דִ֖ עֲב 



Why Canaan???

Nachmanides

1194-1270

Canaan was oldest and 
only son (So curse is HUGE)



Why Canaan???

Ham had already been 
irrevocably blessed

R. Yehudah HaNasi

~135-217

(Num. 23:20)



Why Canaan???

No one knows…
Lots of ideas



Genesis 9:26-27 Genesis 9:26-27

He also said, “Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan 
be his servant. May 
God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.”

הֵי  ֖ה אֱלֵֹ֣ וּךְ יְהוֹ  רֵ֥ אמֶר בּ  וַיּ ָ֕

מוֹ׃  ֽ בֶד ל  י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ ם וִיהִֵ֥ שֵֹׁ֑

ן  פֶת וְיִשְׁכּ ֖ יֶַ֤פְתְּ אֱלֹהִים֙ לְיִֶ֔

בֶד  י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ ם וִיהִֵ֥ בְּאָֽהֳלֵי־שֵֹׁ֑

מוֹ׃ ֽ ל 



SHEM

HAM

JAPHETH

CANAAN



Genesis 9:26-27 Genesis 9:26-27

He also said, “Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan 
be his servant. May 
God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.”

הֵי  ֖ה אֱלֵֹ֣ וּךְ יְהוֹ  רֵ֥ אמֶר בּ  וַיּ ָ֕

י  ם וִיהִֵ֥ מוֹשֵֹׁ֑ ֽ בֶד ל  ׃ כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥

ן  פֶת וְיִשְׁכּ ֖ יֶַ֤פְתְּ אֱלֹהִים֙ לְיִֶ֔

בֶד  י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ ם וִיהִֵ֥ בְּאָֽהֳלֵי־שֵֹׁ֑

מוֹ׃ ֽ ל 



Genesis 9:26-27 Genesis 9:26-27

He also said, “Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan 
be his servant. May 
God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.”

הֵי  ֖ה אֱלֵֹ֣ וּךְ יְהוֹ  רֵ֥ אמֶר בּ  וַיּ ָ֕

י  ם וִיהִֵ֥ מוֹשֵֹׁ֑ ֽ בֶד ל  ׃ כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥

ן  פֶת וְיִשְׁכּ ֖ יֶַ֤פְתְּ אֱלֹהִים֙ לְיִֶ֔

בֶד  י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ ם וִיהִֵ֥ בְּאָֽהֳלֵי־שֵֹׁ֑

מוֹ׃ ֽ ל 



Genesis 9:26-27 Genesis 9:26-27

He also said, “Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan 
be his servant. May 
God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.”

הֵי  ֖ה אֱלֵֹ֣ וּךְ יְהוֹ  רֵ֥ אמֶר בּ  וַיּ ָ֕

י  ם וִיהִֵ֥ מוֹשֵֹׁ֑ ֽ בֶד ל  ׃ כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥

פֶת  ן יֶַ֤פְתְּ אֱלֹהִים֙ לְיִֶ֔ וְיִשְׁכּ ֖

ם  בֶד בְּאָֽהֳלֵי־שֵֹׁ֑ י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ וִיהִֵ֥

מוֹ׃ ֽ ל 



God’s Promised Solution

Offspring of Eve
Genesis 3:15 Offspring of Shem

Genesis 9:26-27Abraham
Genesis 12:1-3 Isaac

Genesis 21:12Jacob
Genesis 28:13-15 Judah

Genesis 49:10
David

2 Samuel 7:4-17

Jesus (Luke 3:23-36)



Genesis 9:26-27 Genesis 9:26-27

He also said, “Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan 
be his servant. May 
God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.”

הֵי  ֖ה אֱלֵֹ֣ וּךְ יְהוֹ  רֵ֥ אמֶר בּ  וַיּ ָ֕

י  ם וִיהִֵ֥ מוֹשֵֹׁ֑ ֽ בֶד ל  ׃ כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥

פֶת  ן יֶַ֤פְתְּ אֱלֹהִים֙ לְיִֶ֔ וְיִשְׁכּ ֖

ם  בֶד בְּאָֽהֳלֵי־שֵֹׁ֑ י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ וִיהִֵ֥

מוֹ׃ ֽ ל 



The basis for the 
Septuagint!?



Genesis 9:26-27 Genesis 9:26-27

He also said, “Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of 
Shem; and let Canaan 
be his servant. May 
God enlarge Japheth,
and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.”

הֵי  ֖ה אֱלֵֹ֣ וּךְ יְהוֹ  רֵ֥ אמֶר בּ  וַיּ ָ֕

י  ם וִיהִֵ֥ מוֹשֵֹׁ֑ ֽ בֶד ל  ׃ כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥

פֶת  ן יֶַ֤פְתְּ אֱלֹהִים֙ לְיִֶ֔ וְיִשְׁכּ ֖

ם  בֶד בְּאָֽהֳלֵי־שֵֹׁ֑ י כְנַ֖עַן עֵֶ֥ וִיהִֵ֥

מוֹ׃ ֽ ל 

(Psalm 84:10)
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There is NO SUCH THING
as a curse on Ham



SHEM

HAM

JAPHETH

CANAAN

Acts 8

Acts 9

Acts 10

John 10:16

Matthew 15

Acts 1:8
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Acts 8

Acts 9

Acts 10



The highs and lows of life after the flood

A Disturbing Sad Story



A Disturbing Sad 

Story



After the Flood…

A Disturbing Sad 

Story



The Tower of 

Babel



The Tower of 

Babel
A careful consideration of 
key parts of the storyline



The Tower of 

Babel
A careful consideration of 
key parts of the storyline



Genesis 11:1-2 Genesis 11:1-2

Now the whole earth 
had one language and 
the same words. And as 
people migrated from 
the east, they found a 
plain in the land of 
Shinar and settled 
there.

ת   ֹ֑ ה אֶח  ֵ֣ פ  אָ֖רֶץ שׂ  ל־ה  י כ  ֶ֣יְהִֵ֥ וַֽ

י  ֶ֣יְהִ֖ ים׃ וַֽ דִֽ ים אֲח  רִ֖ וּדְב 

ה   ִ֛ וּ בִקְע  ֶ֣יִּמְצְאֵ֥ דֶם וַֽ ם מִקֶֹּ֑ ֵ֣ סְע  בְּנ 

ם׃ ֽ ר וַיֵֵּ֥שְׁבוּ שׁ  ֖ רֶץ שִׁנְע  בְּאֵֶ֥



Genesis 11:3 Genesis 11:3

And they said to one 
another, “Come, let us 
make bricks, and burn 
them thoroughly.” And 
they had brick for 
stone, and bitumen for 
mortar.

ה   ב  הוּ ה ַ֚ ישׁ אֶל־רֵעֵָ֗ וּ אִֵ֣ וַיּ אמְרַ֞

ֵ֣ה  ה  לְבֵנִִ֔ נִלְבְּנ  ֖ ים וְנִשְׂרְפ 

ם הַ  הֶֶ֤ י ל  ה וַתְּהִֹ֨ ֹ֑ ה֙  לְּבֵנ  לִשְׂרֵפ 

ם  הֶ֖ ֵ֥ה ל  י  ר ה  חֵמ ִ֔ לְאִָ֔בֶן וְהֵַ֣

מֶר׃ לַח ֽ



Genesis 11:4 Genesis 11:4

Then they said, “Come, let 
us build ourselves a city 
and a tower with its top in 
the heavens, and let us 
make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of 
the whole earth.”

יר  נוּ עִָ֗ ֵ֣ ה ׀ נִבְנֶה־לּ  ב  ֵ֣ וּ ה  וַיּ אמְרַ֞

יִם   מִַ֔ וֹ בַשּׁ  ל֙ וְר אשֵׁ֣ וּמִגְדּ 

ם פֶּן־נ פ֖וּץ   נוּ שֵֹׁ֑ ֖ עֲשֶׂה־לּ  וְנַֽ

אָֽרֶץ׃ ל־ה  עַל־פְּנֵֵ֥י כ 



Genesis 11:5 Genesis 11:5

And the LORD came 
down to see the city 
and the tower, which 
the children of man had 
built.

יר   עִ֖ ת אֶת־ה  ה לִרְא ֵ֥ וַיֵֵֶּ֣֣רֶד יְהו ִ֔

נ֖וּ בְּנֵֵ֥י   ר בּ  ל אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ֹ֑ וְאֶת־הַמִּגְדּ 

ם׃ ֽ אָד  ה 



Genesis 11:6 Genesis 11:6

And the LORD said, 
“Behold, they are one 
people, and they have all 
one language, and this is 
only the beginning of 
what they will do. And 
nothing that they propose 
to do will now be 
impossible for them.

ד֙  ם אֶח  ן עֶַ֤ ה הֵֵ֣ אמֶר יְהו ָ֗ וַיּ ֵ֣

ם  ֵ֣ ם וְזֶה֖ הַחִלּ  ה אַחַת֙ לְכֻלּ ִ֔ ֶ֤ פ  וְשׂ 

ר  צֵֵ֣ א־יִבּ  ה֙ ל ֽ וֹת וְעַתּ  לַעֲשֹׂ֑

עֲשֽׂוֹת׃ ר י זְמ֖וּ לַֽ ל אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ם כּ ִ֛ מֵהִֶ֔



Genesis 11:7 Genesis 11:7

Come, let us go down 
and there confuse their 
language, so that they 
may not understand 
one another’s speech.”

 ְ ה ו  ֶ֣רְד ִ֔ ה נֵֽ ב  ֵ֥ ה ַ֚ ם נבְל  ֖ ה שׁ 

ישׁ  וּ אִ֖ א יִשְׁמְעִ֔ ם אֲשֶׁר֙ ל ֵ֣ ֹ֑ ת  שְׂפ 

הוּ׃ ת רֵעֵֽ שְׂפֵַ֥



Genesis 11:8 Genesis 11:8

So the LORD dispersed 
them from there over 
the face of all the 
earth, and they left off 
building the city

ם   ֖ ם מִשּׁ  ִ֛ ת  ֵ֥ה א  פֶץ יְהו  וַיּ ֹ֨

ֶ֣יַּחְדְּל֖וּ   אָֹ֑רֶץ וַֽ ל־ה  עַל־פְּנֵֵ֣י כ 

יר׃ עִֽ ת ה  לִבְנ ֵ֥



Genesis 11:9 Genesis 11:9

Therefore its name was 
called Babel, because 
there the LORD confused 
the language of all the 
earth. And from there the 
LORD dispersed them over 
the face of all the earth.

ל  בִֶ֔ הּ֙ בּ  א שְׁם  ֶ֤ ר  ן ק  עַל־כֵַּ֞

ת  ֖ה שְׂפֵַ֣ ל יְהו  לֵַ֥ ם בּ  ִ֛ כִּי־שׁ 

ֵ֣ם  ם֙ הֱפִיץ  אָֹ֑רֶץ וּמִשּׁ  ל־ה  כּ 

אָֽרֶץ׃ ל־ה  ה עַל־פְּנֵ֖י כּ  יְהו ִ֔





A portal for the gods



Everyone uses doors!



Greek letter “chi”



Greek letter “chi” Some ancients 
wrote in an

X-ish structure

Called “chiastic” 
structure or a “chiasm”
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A portal for the gods



We don’t command or coax God!



Dessert:

God reverses Babylon at Pentecost

God appears as God chooses



The Tower of 

Babel
A careful consideration of 
key parts of the storyline



The Tower of 

Babel



After the Flood…



Ideas to Take 

Home



Ideas to Take 

Home
What lessons are life 

changers in these stories?





The first 
commandment
with a promise!

Honor you father
and your mother!



God is NOT 
a genie!

“Come, let us build ourselves a city 
and a tower with its top in the 

heavens” (Gen. 11:4)





Pride is NOT 
your friend

“Come, let us build ourselves a city 
…and let us make a name for 

ourselves” (Gen. 11:4)

God will 
unbrick you!



Mercy 
triumphs 

over 
judgment

“And God blessed Noah and his sons 
and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth.” (Gen. 9:1)




