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5 scrolls,
but one work!



Genesis

These deal 
with Moses, 
from birth to 

death

This is the 
“PREQUEL”!
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Genesis Introduction



Genesis Introduction



SET UP



SET UP
Genesis sets up an 

understanding for the 
Pentateuch as well as the 

rest of Scripture.



AUTHORSHIP



AUTHORSHIP
Beliefs on authorship of Genesis 

range across a spectrum,
but basics are given here.



DIFFICULTIES



Aspects of Genesis present 
difficulties to the modern reader, 

but each is an opportunity for 
greater insight

DIFFICULTIES



SET UP
Genesis sets up an 

understanding for the 
Pentateuch as well as the 

rest of Scripture.



Cosmic Set-up



Set-up of Sin and its consequences



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

“Eden”
”עדן“

“Luxury” “Delight”



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 

shall surely die.” (Gen. 2:16-17)



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day…

(Gen. 3:8)



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

…and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God… (Gen. 3:8)



A world of harmony and blessing



Becomes a world of struggle and curse



Set-up of Prophecy and the Fix



“I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.” (Gen. 3:15)



“I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you [Abram] all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3)



“I will multiply your [Isaac] offspring as the stars 
of heaven and will give to your offspring all these 
lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the 

earth shall be blessed.” (Gen. 26:4)



“Your [Jacob] offspring shall be like the dust of 
the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 

west and to the east and to the north and to the 
south, and in you and your offspring shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 28:14)



The genealogies become links in a chain



Genesis Sets-up God and Revelation



Genesis

Don’t read 
these apart 

from Genesis!

This is the 
“PREQUEL”!



SET UP
Genesis sets up an 

understanding for the 
Pentateuch as well as the 

rest of Scripture.



AUTHORSHIP
Beliefs on authorship of Genesis 

range across a spectrum,
but basics are given here.



The Importance of Authorship



The Range of Opinions

All None

History 
of 

writing

Documentary 
hypothesis

Claims of 
Scripture



Claims of 
Scripture

“And Moses wrote down all the
words of the LORD.” (Ex. 26:4)



Claims of 
Scripture

“And he [Moses] wrote on the tablets the words of 
the covenant, the Ten Commandments.” (Ex. 34:28)



Claims of 
Scripture

“Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by 
stage, by command of the LORD, and these are their 
stages according to their starting places.” (Nm. 33:2)



Claims of 
Scripture

Repeated OT references to the 
“law of Moses”



Claims of 
Scripture

Repeated OT references to the 
“law of Moses”



Claims of 
Scripture

Jn. 1:45 “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, 

the son of Joseph.”



Claims of 
Scripture

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brothers—it is 

to him you shall listen—” (Dt. 18:15)



Definite editing

“Terah took Abram his 
son and Lot the son of 
Haran … and they went 
forth together from Ur 
of the Chaldeans to go 

into the land of 
Canaan” (Gn. 11:31)



Definite editing

“When Abram heard 
that his kinsman had 

been taken captive, he 
led forth his trained 
men… and went in 

pursuit as far as Dan” 
(Gn. 14:14)



It is always in the canon



Aspects of Genesis present 
difficulties to the modern reader, 

but each is an opportunity for 
greater insight

DIFFICULTIES



Types of Literature



“For you formed my 
inward parts; you 

knitted me together 
in my mother’s 

womb.” (Ps. 139:13)



Cultural Setting

“And Moses was instructed in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was 

mighty in his words and deeds.” (Acts 7:22)



Cultural Setting

“And Moses was instructed in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was 

mighty in his words and deeds.” (Acts 7:22)



Cultural Setting

“Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and 
its circuit to the end of them, and there is 
nothing hidden from its heat.” (Ps. 19:6)



Style and Structure

Genealogies

Toledot - תּוֹלֵדוֹת

Numbers

Story-like history



Style and Structure

Story-like history

An unnamed 
all-knowing 

narrator

Knows private events

Knows peoples’ thoughts

rarely gives motivations



Style and Structure

Story-like history

Figurative language

Narrative

Times of poetry

No wasted words



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day…

(Gen. 3:8)



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

…and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God… (Gen. 3:8)



Set-up of Sin and its consequences

…and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God

among the trees of the garden. (Gen. 3:8)



Genesis
This is the 

“PREQUEL”!



Genesis

• It will introduce 
the Pentateuch

• Which introduces 
the OT

• Which introduces 
the NT

• Which introduces 
LIFE!





Read CAREFULLY Genesis 
1:1-2:3.  What is the theme 

verse for understanding the 
story?





God is Speaking!

And God said… 
(Gen. 1 – 14x)



God is Speaking!

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places,  even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world… (Eph. 1:3-4)



This is life-changing

… even as he chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. (Eph. 1:3-4)
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