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The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:1
The words of Amos, 

who was among the 

shepherds of Tekoa, 

which he saw 

concerning Israel in the 

days of Uzziah king of 

Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of 

Joash, king of Israel,

Amos 1:1

י עָמ֔וֹס  ֵ֣ בְר  ר־הָיָָ֥הדִּ אֲשֶׁ

ים ִ֖ קְדִּ ר֩  בַנֹּ תְק֑וֹעַ אֲשֶׁ מִּ

ה  לחָזָָ֨ שְרָא ֵ֜ י  עַל־יִּ ֵ֣ ימ  בִּ

יֵָ֣ה׀  העֻזִּ ךְ־יְהוּדָָ֗ לֶׁ ֶֽ מֶׁ

ם   י יָרָבְעָָ֤ ימ ֵ֞ וּבִּ

ן־יוֹאָש   לבֶׁ שְרָא ֔ ךְ יִּ לֶׁ ֵ֣  מֶׁ

AMOS
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Cultural Context



The 8th century B.C.
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“Northern Kingdom”

aka “Samaria”

aka “Israel”

“Southern Kingdom”

aka “Judah”

aka 

A

780’s-
750’sBC



A Amos - Resume

Occupation:

I am technically a breeder of cattle 
(sheep/oxen) as a boqer ד) ק   headquartered (נֹּ
out of Tekoa, Judah, where I am generally 
found among the shepherds.

I have a side business traveling as a consultant 
and a dresser of figs



Background

Historical Context

Cultural Context



The Minor Prophets



The Minor Prophets

AMOS



1500BC 1450-
1250BC

1000-
962BC

922BC

“Northern Kingdom”

aka “Samaria”

aka “Israel”

“Southern Kingdom”

aka “Judah”

aka 

A

780’s-
750’sBC





The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:1
The words of Amos, 

who was among the 

shepherds of Tekoa, 

which he saw 

concerning Israel in the 

days of Uzziah king of 

Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of 

Joash, king of Israel,

Amos 1:1

י עָמ֔וֹס  ֵ֣ בְר  ר־הָיָָ֥הדִּ אֲשֶׁ

ים ִ֖ קְדִּ ר֩  בַנֹּ תְק֑וֹעַ אֲשֶׁ מִּ

ה  לחָזָָ֨ שְרָא ֵ֜ י  עַל־יִּ ֵ֣ ימ  בִּ

יֵָ֣ה׀  העֻזִּ ךְ־יְהוּדָָ֗ לֶׁ ֶֽ מֶׁ

ם   י יָרָבְעָָ֤ ימ ֵ֞ וּבִּ

ן־יוֹאָש   לבֶׁ שְרָא ֔ ךְ יִּ לֶׁ ֵ֣  מֶׁ

AMOS



The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:1
The words of Amos, 

who was among the 

shepherds of Tekoa, 

which he saw 

concerning Israel in the 

days of Uzziah king of 

Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of 

Joash, king of Israel,

Amos 1:1

י עָמ֔וֹס  ֵ֣ בְר  ר־הָיָָ֥הדִּ אֲשֶׁ

ים ִ֖ קְדִּ ר֩  בַנֹּ תְק֑וֹעַ אֲשֶׁ מִּ

ה  לחָזָָ֨ שְרָא ֵ֜ י  עַל־יִּ ֵ֣ ימ  בִּ

יֵָ֣ה׀  העֻזִּ ךְ־יְהוּדָָ֗ לֶׁ ֶֽ מֶׁ

ם   י יָרָבְעָָ֤ ימ ֵ֞ וּבִּ

ן־יוֹאָש   לבֶׁ שְרָא ֔ ךְ יִּ לֶׁ ֵ֣  מֶׁ



The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:1
The words of Amos, 

who was among the 

shepherds of Tekoa, 

which he saw 

concerning Israel in the 

days of Uzziah king of 

Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of 

Joash, king of Israel,

Amos 1:1

י עָמ֔וֹס  ֵ֣ בְר  ר־הָיָָ֥הדִּ אֲשֶׁ

ים ִ֖ קְדִּ ר֩  בַנֹּ תְק֑וֹעַ אֲשֶׁ מִּ

ה  לחָזָָ֨ שְרָא ֵ֜ י  עַל־יִּ ֵ֣ ימ  בִּ

יֵָ֣ה׀  העֻזִּ ךְ־יְהוּדָָ֗ לֶׁ ֶֽ מֶׁ

י  ימ ֵ֞ םוּבִּ יָרָבְעָָ֤

ן־יוֹאָש   לבֶׁ שְרָא ֔ ךְ יִּ לֶׁ ֵ֣  מֶׁ



The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:1
The words of Amos, 

who was among the 

shepherds of Tekoa, 

which he saw 

concerning Israel in the 

days of Uzziah king of 

Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of 

Joash, king of Israel,

Amos 1:1

י עָמ֔וֹס  ֵ֣ בְר  ר־הָיָָ֥הדִּ אֲשֶׁ

ים ִ֖ קְדִּ ר֩  בַנֹּ תְק֑וֹעַ אֲשֶׁ מִּ

ה  לחָזָָ֨ שְרָא ֵ֜ י  עַל־יִּ ֵ֣ ימ  בִּ

יֵָ֣ה׀  העֻזִּ ךְ־יְהוּדָָ֗ לֶׁ ֶֽ מֶׁ

י  ימ ֵ֞ םוּבִּ יָרָבְעָָ֤

ן־יוֹאָש   לבֶׁ שְרָא ֔ ךְ יִּ לֶׁ ֵ֣  מֶׁ



1500BC 1450-
1250BC

1000-
962BC

922BC

“Northern Kingdom”

aka “Samaria”

aka “Israel”

“Southern Kingdom”

aka “Judah”

aka 

A

780’s-
750’sBC

“Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam and 

all that he did, and his might, how he 

fought, and how he restored Damascus and 

Hamath to Judah in Israel, are they not 

written in the Book of the Chronicles of the 

Kings of Israel?” (2 Kings 14:28)



The fruit of a 40-year reign



Mud brick houses became…



Houses of hewn stone

“I will strike the winter house along 

with the summer house, and the 

houses of ivory shall perish, and the 

great houses shall come to an end,” 

declares the LORD.” 
(Amos 3:15)



The divide between rich and poor was massive

Amos 6:4-6 Amos 2:6; 8:6
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Amos 1:2

And he said:

“The LORD roars from 

Zion and utters his 

voice from Jerusalem;

the pastures of the 

shepherds mourn, and 

the top of Carmel 

withers.”

Amos 1:2

וֹן   יֵ֣ צִּ ר יְהוָה  מִּ ֹּאמַַ֓ וַי

ג שְאָ֔ ִּם יִּ ירוּשָלִַ֖ וּמִּ

ן ֵ֣ ת  בְלוּ   יִּ קוֹל֑וֹ וְאֶָֽ

ש  ִ֖ ים וְיָב  עִּ֔ וֹת הָרֹּ נְאֵ֣

ל׃ ֶֽ אש הַכַרְמֶׁ ָֹּ֥ ר





“Do you think I keep him in 

my wallet, fools?’ said Tirian. 

‘Who am I that I could make 

Aslan appear at my bidding? 

He’s not a tame lion’”

The Last Battle



The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:2

And he said:

“The LORD roars from 

Zion and utters his 

voice from Jerusalem;

the pastures of the 

shepherds mourn, and 

the top of Carmel 

withers.”

Amos 1:2

וֹן   יֵ֣ צִּ ר יְהוָה  מִּ ֹּאמַַ֓ וַי

ג שְאָ֔ ִּם יִּ ירוּשָלִַ֖ וּמִּ

ן ֵ֣ ת  בְלוּ   יִּ קוֹל֑וֹ וְאֶָֽ

ש  ִ֖ ים וְיָב  עִּ֔ וֹת הָרֹּ נְאֵ֣

ל׃ ֶֽ אש הַכַרְמֶׁ ָֹּ֥ ר

sha-ag שאג

“roars” like a lion



God’s message is 
not a leaky faucet



God’s message is not a meandering stream





Are we 
listening?



The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:3ff

Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions 

of Damascus, and for 

four, I will not revoke 

the punishment, because 

they have threshed 

Gilead with threshing 

sledges of iron. So I will 

send a fire…

Amos 1:3ff

ה  ר יְהוָ֔ ה אָמֵַ֣ כֹּ

י  עַל־שְלֹשָה   ֵ֣ שְע   פִּ

ק  שֶׁ הדַמֶׁ֔ וְעַל־אַרְבָעִָ֖

א  ֵֹּ֣ נוּל ֑ יבֶׁ םאֲשִּ עַל־דוּשָָׁ֛

וֹת ִ֖ל  בַחֲרֻצָ֥ הַבַרְזֶׁ

ד לְעֶָֽ ת־הַגִּ י  אֶׁ חְתִּ לַָ֥ ׃ וְשִּ

ש ִ֖ א 



Is it 3 or 4?
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Or 1?



3 is divine

4 is earthly

Sin offends heaven

and earth

Heavenly consequences

and earthly



The Minor Prophets
Amos 1:3ff

Thus says the LORD:

“For three transgressions

of Damascus, and for 

four, I will not revoke 

the punishment, because 

they have threshed 

Gilead with threshing 

sledges of iron. So I will 

send a fire…

Amos 1:3ff

ה  ר יְהוָ֔ ה אָמֵַ֣ כֹּ

יעַל־שְלֹשָה   ֵ֣ שְע  פִּ

ק  שֶׁ הדַמֶׁ֔ וְעַל־אַרְבָעִָ֖

א  ֵֹּ֣ נוּל ֑ יבֶׁ םאֲשִּ עַל־דוּשָָׁ֛

וֹת ִ֖ל  בַחֲרֻצָ֥ הַבַרְזֶׁ

ד לְעֶָֽ ת־הַגִּ י  אֶׁ חְתִּ לַָ֥ ׃ וְשִּ

ש ִ֖ א 

pesha שַע  פֶׁ

Rooted in “rebellion” 

against law or God



…





The Minor Prophets
Amos 2:14-16

“‘Flight shall perish 

from the swift, and the 

strong shall not retain 

his strength, nor shall 

the mighty save his life; 

he who handles the bow 

shall not stand, and he 

who is swift of foot …

Amos 2:14-16

ל  קָ֔ ד מָנוֹס  מִּ וְאָבַָ֤

ץוְחָזִָ֖ק  ֵ֣ ֹּא־יְאַמ  ח֑וֹל כֹּ

וֹר בִ֖ טוְגִּ ָ֥ ֹּא־יְמַל  ל

וֹ׃ נַפְשֶֽ

א  ֵֹּ֣ ת  ל שֶׁ ש הַקֶׁ  ָ֤ פ  וְתֹּ

יו ל בְרַגְלִָ֖ ד וְקַָ֥ …יַעֲמֹּ֔



The Minor Prophets
Amos 2:14-16

“…shall not save 

himself, nor shall he 

who rides the horse save 

his life; and he who is 

stout of heart among the 

mighty shall flee away 

naked in that day,’ 

declares the LORD

Amos 2:14-16

ב  … ֵ֣ כ  ט וְרֹּ ֑ א יְמַל  ֵֹּ֣ ל

וֹ׃  ט נַפְשֶֽ ִ֖ א יְמַל  ָֹּ֥ הַס֔וּס ל

וֹ  בִ֖ יץ לִּ ָ֥ יםוְאַמִּ ֑ בוֹרִּ בַגִּ

וּס   וֹם יָנָ֥ עָרָׁ֛

וּא בַיוֹם־הַהִ֖

ה ׃נְאֻם־יְהוֶָֽ



Which street do you live on?



…



The Minor Prophets
Amos 3:1

Hear this word that the 

LORD has spoken 

against you, O people of 

Israel, against the whole 

family that I brought up 

out of the land of Egypt:

Amos 3:1

וּ  מְעֵ֞ רשִּ ת־הַדָבֵָ֣ ה  אֶׁ הַזֶָׁ֗

ִ֖ם   יכֶׁ ר יְהוָָׁ֛ה עֲל  ֶּ֧ בֶׁ ר דִּ אֲשֶָׁ֨

ל   ל עַַ֚ ֑ שְרָא  ֵ֣י יִּ בְנ 

ה שְפָחָ֔ ר  כָל־הַמִּ ֶּ֧ אֲשֶׁ

ם   יִּ צְרִַ֖ ץ מִּ רֶׁ ָ֥ אֶׁ י מ  יתִּ ָׁ֛ עֱל  הֶׁ

ר אמֶֹּֽ ׃ל 



“Is there a proper 
blessing for the czar?”

“Of course! May God 
bless and keep the czar… 

far away from us!!!



The Minor Prophets
Amos 3:1

Hear this word that the 

LORD has spoken 

against you, O people of 

Israel, against the whole 

family that I brought up 

out of the land of Egypt:

Amos 3:1

וּ  מְעֵ֞ רשִּ ת־הַדָבֵָ֣ ה  אֶׁ הַזֶָׁ֗

ר יְהוָָׁ֛ה  ֶּ֧ בֶׁ ר דִּ ִ֖ם  עֲל  אֲשֶָׁ֨ יכֶׁ

ל  ֑ שְרָא  ֵ֣י יִּ לבְנ  עַַ֚

ה שְפָחָ֔ ר  כָל־הַמִּ ֶּ֧ אֲשֶׁ

ם   יִּ צְרִַ֖ ץ מִּ רֶׁ ָ֥ אֶׁ י מ  יתִּ ָׁ֛ עֱל  הֶׁ

ר אמֶֹּֽ ׃ל 

al - עַל

“over” “on” “above”

“with regard to”



How shall God speak over us?
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You and I live on 

a time line…



Do we hear 
the word of 
the LORD?



How do we know?


