
The Minor Prophets



The world is full 
of good books 

and good stories









You gotta love 
a good story!

"I'm afraid Jonah is not satisfied with his 
accommodations" said the whale.
"What gave you that idea?" queried the octopus.
"Oh, I have inside information" said the whale



You gotta love 
a good story!

The story…



You gotta love 
a good story!

What the story says

Of 
God Of 

Jonah
Of Me



You gotta love 
a good story!

What the story says

Of 
God



The Minor Prophets



The Minor ProphetsJonah 1:1

Now the word of 
the LORD came to 
Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying…

 יְהִי֙  הוַֽ דְּבַר־יְהוָ֔
יאֶל־יוֹנָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ֖

ר ׃לֵאמֹֽ

Jonah 1:1



The Minor ProphetsJonah 1:1

Now the word of 
the LORD came to 
Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying…

 יְהִי֙  הוַֽ דְּבַר־יְהוָ֔
יאֶל־יוֹנָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ֖

ר ׃לֵאמֹֽ

Jonah 1:1



God Speaks!



God Cares!



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:1-2 Jonah 1:1-2
Now the word of the 
LORD came to Jonah 
the son of Amittai, 
saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out 
against it, for their evil 
has come up before 
me.”

 יְהִי֙  הוַֽ דְּבַר־יְהוָ֔
יאֶל־יוֹנָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ֖

ר � לֵאמֹֽ ׃ קוּ֠ם לֵ֧
ינְוֵ֛ה יר  אֶל־נִֽ הָעִ֥

יהָ   א עָלֶ֑ ה וּקְרָ֣ הַגְּדוֹלָ֖
ם   ה רָעָתָ֖ י־עָלְתָ֥ כִּֽ

י׃ לְפָנָֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:1-2 Jonah 1:1-2
Now the word of the 
LORD came to Jonah 
the son of Amittai, 
saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out 
against it, for their evil 
has come up before 
me.”

 יְהִי֙  הוַֽ דְּבַר־יְהוָ֔
יאֶל־יוֹנָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ֖

ר � ׃ לֵאמֹֽ קוּ֠ם לֵ֧
ינְוֵ֛האֶ  יר  ל־נִֽ הָעִ֥

יהָ   א עָלֶ֑ ה וּקְרָ֣ הַגְּדוֹלָ֖
ם   ה רָעָתָ֖ י־עָלְתָ֥ כִּֽ

י׃ לְפָנָֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:1-2 Jonah 1:1-2
Now the word of the 
LORD came to Jonah 
the son of Amittai, 
saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out 
against it, for their evil 
has come up before 
me.”

 יְהִי֙  הוַֽ דְּבַר־יְהוָ֔
יאֶל־יוֹנָ֥ה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ֖

ר � ׃ לֵאמֹֽ קוּ֠ם לֵ֧
ינְוֵ֛האֶ  יר  ל־נִֽ הָעִ֥

יהָ   א עָלֶ֑ ה וּקְרָ֣ הַגְּדוֹלָ֖
י־ ם  כִּֽ ה רָעָתָ֖ עָלְתָ֥

י׃ לְפָנָֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 3:10 Jonah 3:10
When God saw what 
they did, how they 
turned from their evil 
way, God relented of 
the disaster that he 
had said he would do 
to them, and he did 
not do it.

אֱ�הִיםוַיַּ֤ רְא  הָֽ
ם עֲשֵׂיהֶ֔ ת־מַ֣ בוּאֶֽ כִּי־שָׁ֖

ה וַיִּנָּ֣חֶם   מִדַּרְכָּ֣ם הָרָעָ֑
ים ההָאֱ�הִ֗ עַל־הָרָעָ֛

ר אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֥
ם א  לַעֲשׂוֹת־לָהֶ֖ ֹ֥ וְל

ה עָשָֽׂ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 4:11 Jonah 4:11
And should not I pity 
Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are 
more than 120,000 
persons who do not 
know their right hand 
from their left, and 
also much cattle?”

א אָח֔וּס   ֹ֣ אֲנִי֙ ל וַֽ
יר  עַל־נִינְוֵ֖ה הָעִ֣

הּ  ר יֶשׁ־בָּ֡ ה אֲשֶׁ֣ הַגְּדוֹלָ֑
ההַרְבֵּה֩  שְׁתֵּים־עֶשְׂרֵ֨ מִֽ

ר   ם אֲשֶׁ֤ רִבּ֜וֹ אָדָ֗
א־יָדַע֙  ֹֽ בֵּין־יְמִינ֣וֹל

ה׃ ה רַבָּֽ לִשְׂמאֹל֔וֹ וּבְהֵמָ֖



God really
Cares!



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 4:11 Jonah 4:11
And should not I pity 
Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are 
more than 120,000 
persons who do not 
know their right hand 
from their left, and 
also much cattle?”

א אָח֔וּס   ֹ֣ אֲנִי֙ ל וַֽ
יר  עַל־נִינְוֵ֖ה הָעִ֣

הּ  ר יֶשׁ־בָּ֡ ה אֲשֶׁ֣ הַגְּדוֹלָ֑
ההַרְבֵּה֩  שְׁתֵּים־עֶשְׂרֵ֨ מִֽ

ם ר  רִבּ֜וֹ אָדָ֗ אֲשֶׁ֤
א־יָדַע֙  ֹֽ בֵּין־יְמִינ֣וֹל

הלִשְׂמאֹל֔וֹ  ה רַבָּֽ ׃וּבְהֵמָ֖



God plans!



You gotta love 
a good story!

Jonah 2

Mt. 12:39ff



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:3 Jonah 1:3

But Jonah rose to 
flee to Tarshish 
from the presence 
of the LORD. He 
went down to Joppa
and found a ship 
going to Tarshish.

חַ יוֹנָה֙ וַיָּ֤ קָם לִבְרֹ֣
ישָׁה מִלִּפְנֵ֖י  תַּרְשִׁ֔

רֶד  יָפ֜וֹיְהוָ֑ה וַיֵּ֨
ה  א אָנִיָּה֣ ׀ בָּאָ֣ וַיִּמְצָ֥

ישׁ תַרְשִׁ֗



Acts 9:43ff



God plans!



God saves!



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 2:1-2 Jonah 2:1-2

Then Jonah prayed 
to the LORD his 
God from the belly 
of the fish, saying,
“I called out to the 
LORD, out of my 
distress, and he 
answered me…

ל ה ווַיִּתְפַּלֵּ֣ יוֹנָ֔
יואֶל־יְהוָ֖ה אֱ�הָ֑

ה׃  י הַדָּגָֽ מִמְּעֵ֖
רָאתִי  אמֶר קָ֠ ֹ֗ וַיּ

י  רָה לִ֛ אֶל־יְהוָ֖המִצָּ֥
 יַּעֲנֵ֑נִי וַֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 2:9 Jonah 2:1-2

Salvation belongs to 
the LORD!”

תָה היְשׁוּעָ֖ לַיהוָֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

What the story says

Of 
God

God Speaks!
God Cares!
God Plans!
God Saves!

Of 
Jonah



Disobedient



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:2-3 Jonah 2:1-2

Arise, go to 
Nineveh… But 
Jonah rose to flee to 
Tarshish

 � ינְוֵ֛הקוּם לֵ֧ אֶל־נִֽ
יוֹנָה֙  וַיָּ֤ קָם …

חַ  ישָׁהלִבְרֹ֣  תַּרְשִׁ֔



Uncaring



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:4-5 Jonah 2:1-2

…the ship threatened 
to break up. Then the 
mariners were afraid, 
and each cried out to 
his god. And they 
hurled the cargo that 
was in the ship into

ה אֳנִיָּ֔ ה  וְהָ֣ חִשְּׁבָ֖
ר ירְא֣וּ לְהִשָּׁבֵֽ ׃ וַיִּֽ

 יִּזְעֲקוּ֮  ים וַֽ הַמַּלָּחִ֗
ישׁ  אֶל־אֱ�הָיו֒ אִ֣
לוּ יםוַיָּטִ֨ אֶת־הַכֵּלִ֜
ר  אֳנִיָּה֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ בָּֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:4-5 Jonah 2:1-2

the sea to lighten it 
for them. But Jonah 
had gone down into 
the inner part of the 
ship and had lain 
down and was fast 
asleep

ם ל אֶל־הַיָּ֔ לְהָקֵ֖
ה יָרַד֙   ם וְיוֹנָ֗ עֲלֵיהֶ֑ מֵֽ

י ה אֶל־יַרְכְּתֵ֣ הַסְּפִינָ֔
ם׃ ב וַיֵּרָדַֽ וַיִּשְׁכַּ֖



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 3:10-4:1 Jonah 3:10-4:1

When God saw what 
they did, how they 
turned from their evil 
way, God relented of 
the disaster that he 
had said he would do 
to them, and he did 
not do it.

אֱ�הִים֙ וַיַּ֤ רְא  הָֽ
ם עֲשֵׂיהֶ֔ ת־מַ֣ בוּאֶֽ כִּי־שָׁ֖

ה וַיִּנָּ֣חֶם   מִדַּרְכָּ֣ם הָרָעָ֑
ים ההָאֱ�הִ֗ עַל־הָרָעָ֛

ר אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֥
ם א  לַעֲשׂוֹת־לָהֶ֖ ֹ֥ וְל

ה׃ עָשָֽׂ



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 3:10-4:1 Jonah 3:10-4:1

But it displeased 
Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was angry.

ה אֶל־יוֹנָ֖הוַיֵּ֥ רַע  רָעָ֣
ה  חַרגְדוֹלָ֑ לֽוֹ׃וַיִּ֖



Jonah’s out of 
sync with God



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:2-3 Jonah 1:2-3

Arise, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and call 
out against it, for their 
evil has come up before 
me.” But Jonah rose to 
flee to Tarshish from 
the presence of the 
LORD.

 � ינְוֵ֛הקוּם לֵ֧ אֶל־נִֽ
א  ה וּקְרָ֣ יר הַגְּדוֹלָ֖ הָעִ֥

ה  י־עָלְתָ֥ יהָ כִּֽ עָלֶ֑
י׃  ם לְפָנָֽ וַיָּ֤ קָםרָעָתָ֖

חַ יוֹנָה֙  לִבְרֹ֣
ישָׁה תַּרְשִׁ֔



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 1:2-3 Jonah 1:2-3

Arise, go to Nineveh, 
…
But Jonah rose to flee 
to Tarshish…

 � ינְוֵ֛הקוּם לֵ֧ אֶל־נִֽ
חַ יוֹנָה֙ וַיָּ֤ קָם לִבְרֹ֣

ישָׁה תַּרְשִׁ֔



Chart the Ups and Downs



Miserable



You gotta love 
a good story!

JOELJOEL
Jonah 4:1, 3 Jonah 4:1, 3

But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly, and he 
was angry… [and 
Jonah said] “Therefore 
now, O LORD, please 
take my life from me, 
for it is better for me to 
die than to live.”

ה אֶל־יוֹנָ֖הוַיֵּ֥ רַע  רָעָ֣
ה  חַרגְדוֹלָ֑ לֽוֹוַיִּ֖

...
ה  ה יְהוָ֔ קַח־נָ֥אוְעַתָּ֣

י י  אֶת־נַפְשִׁ֖ נִּי כִּ֛ מִמֶּ֑
י  יט֥וֹב מוֹתִ֖ ׃מֵחַיָּֽ



You gotta love 
a good story!

What the story says

Of 
God

God Speaks!
God Cares!
God Plans!
God Saves!

Of 
Jonah

Disobedient
Uncaring

Out of sync
Miserable

Of Me



Points For Home



The importance of growing

Jonah 1:1-4 
YHWH

Jonah 1:5-6 
El

Jonah 1:7-16 
YHWH





Crisis reveals character



You gotta love 
a good story!

What the story says

Of 
God

God Speaks!
God Cares!
God Plans!
God Saves!

Of 
Jonah

Disobedient
Uncaring

Out of sync
Miserable

Of Me

Imp. Of 
growing
Priorities
Character



The Minor Prophets
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