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1 Context



Let’s talk “Canon”
(i.e., how did the Bible 
become “The Bible”?)



John 14-16

The Holy Spirit:

• A Spirit “of truth” (14:17)

• Will teach and remind (14:26)

• Bears witness to God/Christ (15:26)

• Convicts people (16:8ff)

• Guide into truth (16:13)



Mk. 12:36

David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, 
“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right 
hand, until I put your enemies under your 

feet’” (Quoting Ps 110:1)



How did the Bible 
become “The Bible”?

The Holy Spirit at work



There are lots of 
unanswerable questions 

about Habakkuk



The Minor ProphetsHab. 1:1

The oracle that 
Habakkuk the prophet 
saw…

Hab. 1:1

ה   זָָּׂ֔ ר חָּׂ ֶׁ֣ א֙ אֲש  הַמַשָּׂ

יא׃ ִֽ וּק הַנָּׂב  חֲבַקּ֖





The Assyrian 
Empire

The 
Babylonian 

Empire

Hab. 1:6 
“For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter 
and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of 

the earth, to seize dwellings not their own.”



The Assyrian 
Empire

The 
Babylonian 

Empire

Hab. 1:10-11 
“At kings they scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They 

laugh at every fortress, for they pile up earth and take 
it. Then they sweep by like the wind and go on,

guilty men, whose own might is their god!”





1QpHab 10 –
“The Habakkuk Pesher”



עַת  דַּ֖ ץ לָּׂ ר  אָָּׂ֔ א הָּׂ ֶׁ֣ ל  מָּׂ י ת  וֹדכ ִּ֚ בֶׁ֣ ת־כְּ ָ֑הא  הוָּׂ יְּ

For

For

will be 
filled

will be 
filled

the 
earth

the 
earth

with 
knowledge

with 
knowledge

of the 
glory

of the 
glory

of the 
LORD

of the 
LORD



Hab. 1:5 “Look among the 
nations, and see; wonder and 

be astounded. For I am doing a 
work in your days that you 
would not believe if told.”

Acts 13:41 “Look, you scoffers, 
be astounded and perish; for I 

am doing a work in your days, a 
work that you will not believe, 

even if one tells it to you.’”



Hab. 2:3 “... If it seems slow, 
wait for it; it will surely come;

it will not delay.”

Heb. 10:37 “For, ‘Yet a little 
while, and the coming one will 

come and will not delay’”

Hab. 2:4 “... but the righteous 
shall live by his faith.”

Heb. 10:38 “but my righteous 
one shall live by faith”



it will not delay.” come and will not delay’”

Hab. 2:4 “... but the righteous 
shall live by his faith.”

Heb. 10:38 “but my righteous 
one shall live by faith”

Rom. 1:17 “…as it is written, 
‘The righteous shall live by faith”

Gal. 3:11 “…for ‘The righteous 
shall live by faith”
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It is acceptable and holy to 

cry to the God who knows 

our hurt.  We are okay when 

we bring our sincere heart 

to God.  He will hear our 

cries, and he will answer



Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death; remain here, and watch with me.” And going 

a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, 
“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” (Mt. 26:38-39)



And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

(Mt. 27:46)
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Includes ideas of sin, injustice, 

disaster, and deception



Rabbi Harold Kushner

Rabbi Kushner does a touching job 
of pointing out unfair tragedies, 

but I fear his answer wrongly 
limits God



The Minor Prophets



Healing can hurt in the short term.
But God is doing something,
even if we don’t understand 
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“Bele virtue est suffraunceu”
“Patience is a beautiful virtue”

Piers Plowman

By Wm. Langland



Rom. 15:25

Eph. 3:9

Col. 1:26

Phil. 1:29

2 Tim. 1:12
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Point For Home
Habakkuk 2:20

But the LORD is in his holy temple;

let all the earth keep silence before him



Point For Home
Habakkuk 3:17-18

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the 

produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut 

off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls…

yet I will rejoice in the LORD;

I will take joy in the God of my salvation 



Point For Home
Habakkuk 3:19

GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like 

the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places 
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