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“You shall appoint judges and officers in all your 
towns that the LORD your God is giving you, 

according to your tribes, and they shall judge the 
people with righteous judgment” (Dt. 16:18)



Dt. 17:2-7 “If there is found among you, within any of your 
towns that the LORD your God is giving you, a man or 

woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your 
God, in transgressing his covenant, and has gone and served 
other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or the moon or 
any of the host of heaven, which I have forbidden, and it is

told you and you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently, 
and if it is true and certain that such an abomination has 
been done in Israel, then you shall bring out to your gates 
that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you 

shall stone that man or woman to death with stones. On the 
evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one

who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put 
to death on the evidence of one witness. The hand of the 

witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and 
afterward the hand of all the people. So you shall purge the 

evil from your midst.”

Capital Offenses: Breaking Covenant



Example: 1 Kings 21



Lev. 20:10 “If a man commits adultery with the wife 
of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the 

adulteress shall surely be put to death.”

Capital Offenses: Adultery
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Trial No: 1
Hosea 2:2-15

Israel Has Committed Adultery

• Call to Court



Hosea 2:2

יבוּ  ִ֤ מְכֶם  ר  יבוּ  בְא  ִ֔  ר 

יא   י־ה  ִּֽ י  כ  שְת ִ֔ א א   ל ֹ֣

הּ ישָָׁ֑ א א  י ל ֹ֣ ִ֖ כ  וְאָנ 

Hosea 2:2

Make an accusation against 
your mother.  Make the 
accusation that she is not my 
wife, and I am not her 
husband…



Hosea 2:2

יבוּ ִ֤ מְכֶם  ר  יבוּבְא  ִ֔ ר 

יא   י־ה  ִּֽ י  כ  שְת ִ֔ א א   ל ֹ֣

הּ ישָָׁ֑ א א  י ל ֹ֣ ִ֖ כ  וְאָנ 

Hosea 2:2

Plead with your mother, 

plead—for she is not my 

wife, and I am not her 

husband—

Riv  Quarrel, plead/bring a :(ריב)
lawsuit, contest a lawsuit



Trial No: 1
Hosea 2:2-15

Israel Has Committed Adultery

• Call to Court

• God’s desire

• The capital crime’s punishment

• Evidence and judgment

• The surprise final judgment



Hosea 2:2

ר ִ֤ יה וְתָס  פָנִֶ֔ יהָ  מ  זְנוּנֶ 

יהָ׃ ין שָדִֶּֽ ֵּ֥ ב  יהָ מ  וְנַאֲפוּפִֶ֖

Hosea 2:2

…and that she must remove 
her signs of prostitution from 
her face, and her signs of 
adultery from between her 
breasts.



Trial No: 1
Hosea 2:2-15

Israel Has Committed Adultery

• Call to Court

• God’s desire

• The capital crime’s punishment



Hosea 2:3

נָה יטֶֹ֣ ה  פֶן־אַפְש  עֲרֻמִָ֔

הּ  לְדָָׁ֑ וִָּּֽ וֹם ה  יהָ כְיִ֖ צַגְת ִ֔ וְה ִ֨

הָ   ר וְשַת   דְבָָּ֗ יהָ כַמ  ֹ֣ וְשַמְת 

רֶץ  הכְאֶֹ֣ יִָ֔ יהָ צ  ִ֖ ת  וַהֲמ 

א׃ בַצָמִָּֽ

Hosea 2:3

lest I strip her naked and 
make her as in the day she 
was born, and make her 
like a wilderness, and 
make her like a parched 
land, and kill her with 
thirst.



Trial No: 1
Hosea 2:2-15

Israel Has Committed Adultery

• Call to Court

• God’s desire

• The capital crime’s punishment

• Evidence and judgment



Hosea 2:4-5

ם  וְאֶת־בָנִֶ֖יהָ  ָׁ֑ א אֲרַח   ל ֹ֣

י   ִ֤ מָה׃ כ  ִּֽ ים ה  ִ֖ ֵּ֥י זְנוּנ  י־בְנ  ִּֽ כ 

נְתָה   םזִָּֽ מִָ֔ ישָה  א  ִ֖ ב  ה 

ה   לְכָָ֞ ה א  י אָמְרָָּ֗ ֹ֣ ם כ  וֹרָתָָׁ֑ הִּֽ

י מְאַהֲבַי   ִ֤ ִ֤יאַחֲר  תְנ  י  נ  לַחְמ 

י ִ֖ י שַמְנ  שְת ִ֔ י וּפ  ֹ֣ י צַמְר  ימִַ֔ וּמ 

י קּוּיִָּֽ ׃וְש 

Hosea 2:4-5
Upon her children also I will 
have no mercy, because they 
are children of whoredom. 
For their mother has played 
the whore; she who 
conceived them has acted 
shamefully. For she said, ‘I will 
go after my lovers, who give 
me my bread and my water, 
my wool and my flax, my oil 
and my drink.’



Hosea 2:6-7

ן  ֵ֛ ךְלָכ  י־שֵָּ֥ נְנ  ךְ ה  ִ֖  אֶת־דַרְכ 

י   ָֽדַרְת  ים וְגִָּֽ ָׁ֑ יר  הּבַס  רִָ֔ אֶת־גְד 

א׃  מְצִָּֽ א ת  יהָ ל ֵּ֥ יבוֹתִֶ֖ וּנְת 

ה  דְפִָ֤ יהָ  וְר  אֶת־מְאַהֲבֶ 

יג ֹ֣ א־תַש  תַם וְל ִּֽ קְשִָ֖ ם וּב  תִָ֔ א 

ה  לְכִָ֤ ה א  א וְאָמְרָָּ֗ מְצָָׁ֑ א ת  וְל ֹ֣

וּבָה   יוְאָש  ֹ֣ יש  וֹאֶל־א  אשִ֔ ר  ן  הִָּֽ

תָה׃ עִָּֽ ז מ  י אִָ֖ ֵ֛ וֹב ל  י טֵּ֥ ֹ֣ כ 

Hosea 2:6-7
Therefore I will hedge up her 

way with thorns, and I will 

build a wall against her, so 

that she cannot find her paths. 

She shall pursue her lovers

but not overtake them, and she 

shall seek them but shall not 

find them. Then she shall say,

‘I will go and return to my 

first husband, for it was better 

for me then than now.’



Hosea 2:8

י    כ  נ  י אִָּֽ ִ֤ ה כ  ָֽדְעִָ֔ א יִָּֽ יא  ל ֹ֣ וְה 

וֹש   ירֹ֣ ָֽן וְהַת  הּ הַדָגִָ֖ י לִָ֔ ת  נָתַֹ֣

י   ית  ֵּ֥ רְב  סֶף ה  ר וְכִֶ֨ צְהָָׁ֑ וְהַי 

עַל׃ וּ לַבִָּֽ ב עָשֵּ֥ הּ וְזָהִָ֖ לֵָ֛

Hosea 2:8
And she did not know

that it was I who gave her

the grain, the wine, and the 

oil, and who lavished on her 

silver and gold, which they 

used for Baal.



Hosea 2:9-13

י   ִ֤ וּב וְלָקַחְת  ן אָשִ֔ ֹ֣ לָכ 

וֹ  תִ֔ י  בְע  ידְגָנ  ִ֖ ירוֹש  וְת 

י   ֹ֣ י  צַמְר  צַלְת  וֹ וְה  וֹעֲדָׁ֑ בְמִּֽ

וֹת   י לְכַסִ֖ שְת ִ֔ וּפ 

הּ ׃אֶת־עֶרְוָתִָּֽ

Hosea 2:9-13

Therefore I will take back

my grain in its time, and 

my wine in its season, and 

I will take away my wool 

and my flax, which were to 

cover her nakedness.



Hosea 2:9-13

ה   ה אֲגַלֵֶּ֥ וְעַתֵָ֛

הּ ֹ֣י  אֶת־נַבְלֻתִָ֖ ינ   לְע 

יש   ִ֖ יהָ וְא  מְאַהֲבֶָׁ֑

נָה ילֵֶּ֥ א־יַצ  י׃ל ִּֽ ִּֽ יָד  מ 

Hosea 2:9-13

Now I will uncover her 

lewdness in the sight of 

her lovers, and no one 

shall rescue her out of my 

hand.



Hosea 2:9-13

י   שְבַת  הּוְה  כָל־מְשוֹשִָ֔

הּ  הּ וְשַבַתָָׁ֑ חַגִָ֖הּ חָדְשָֹ֣

הּ׃ ל מוֹעֲדִָּֽ וְכ ִ֖

Hosea 2:9-13

And I will put an end to all 

her mirth, her feasts, her 

new moons, her Sabbaths,

and all her appointed 

feasts.



Hosea 2:9-13

הּ   נָתִָ֔ ֹ֣ י גַפְנָהּ  וּתְא  ת ָּ֗ מ  וַהֲש 

ה אֶתְנֵָּ֥ה   ר אָמְרָָּ֗ אֲשֶֹ֣

ר  י אֲשֵֶּ֥ מָה  ל ִ֔ יה   ִ֖ תְנוּ־ל  נִָּֽ

עַר   ים לְיִַ֔ ֹ֣ י וְשַמְת  הֲבָָׁ֑ מְאִַּֽ

ה׃ תַם חַיֵַּ֥ת הַשָדִֶּֽ וַאֲכָלִָ֖

Hosea 2:9-13

And I will lay waste her 

vines and her fig trees,

of which she said,

‘These are my wages,

which my lovers have 

given me.’ I will make 

them a forest, and the 

beasts of the field shall 

devour them.



Hosea 2:9-13

יהָ  י עָלֶָּ֗ ֹ֣ יוּפָקַדְת  ִ֤ אֶת־יְמ 

יר  ֹ֣ ר תַקְט  ים  אֲשֶֹ֣ הַבְעָל 

זְמָהּ    עַד נ  ם וַתִַ֤ לָהִֶ֔

הּ י  וְחֶלְיָתִָ֔ ֹ֣ לֶךְ אַחֲר  ִ֖  וַת 

ה   י שָכְחִָ֖ ֵּ֥ ת  יהָ וְא  מְאַהֲבֶָׁ֑

ה ׃נְאֻם־יְהוִָּֽ

Hosea 2:9-13

And I will punish her for 

the feast days of the Baals

when she burned offerings 

to them and adorned 

herself with her ring and 

jewelry, and went after her 

lovers and forgot me, 

declares the LORD.



Trial No: 1
Hosea 2:2-15

Israel Has Committed Adultery

• Call to Court

• God’s desire

• The capital crime’s punishment

• Evidence and judgment

• The surprise final judgment



Hosea 2:14-15

יהָ   י  מְפַתִֶ֔ כ  נ  ִ֤ה אִָּֽ נ  ן ה  לָכ ָּ֗

ר   דְבָָׁ֑ יהָ הַמ  ִ֖ לַכְת  וְה ִּֽ

י  ִ֖ בַרְת  הּוְד  בִָּֽ ׃עַל־ל 

Hosea 2:14-15

“Therefore, behold, I will 

allure her, and bring her 

into the wilderness, and 

speak tenderly to her.



Hosea 2:14-15

הּ  י לִָ֤ ת  יהָ  וְנָתִַ֨ אֶת־כְרָמֶ 

וֹר   מֶק עָכִ֖ ֵּ֥ ם וְאֶת־ע  שִָ֔ מ 

מָה   נְתָה שָ  קְוָָׁ֑ה וְעִָ֤ תַח ת  לְפֶֹ֣

וֹם   כְיִ֖ יהָ וּ  י נְעוּרִֶ֔ ֹ֣ ימ  כ 

הּ  םעֲלֹתֵָּ֥ י  צְרִָּֽ רֶץ־מ  אִֶּֽ ׃מ 

Hosea 2:14-15

And there I will give her 

her vineyards and make 

the Valley of Achor a door 

of hope. And there she 

shall answer as in the days 

of her youth, as at the time 

when she came out of the 

land of Egypt.



Hosea 2:14-15

הּ  י לִָ֤ ת  יהָ  וְנָתִַ֨ אֶת־כְרָמֶ 

מֶק  ֵּ֥ ם וְאֶת־ע  שִָ֔ וֹרמ  עָכִ֖

מָה   נְתָה שָ  קְוָָׁ֑ה וְעִָ֤ תַח ת  לְפֶֹ֣

וֹם   כְיִ֖ יהָ וּ  י נְעוּרִֶ֔ ֹ֣ ימ  כ 

הּ  םעֲלֹתֵָּ֥ י  צְרִָּֽ רֶץ־מ  אִֶּֽ ׃מ 

Hosea 2:14-15

And there I will give her 

her vineyards and make 

the Valley of Achor a door 

of hope. And there she 

shall answer as in the days 

of her youth, as at the time 

when she came out of the 

land of Egypt.

Achor וֹר) Trouble :(עָכִ֖



Don’t miss the interweaving of law and grace



Trial No: 1
Hosea 2:2-15

Israel Has Committed Adultery

• Call to Court

• God’s desire

• The capital crime’s punishment

• Evidence and judgment

• The surprise final judgment



Trial No: 2
Hosea 4:1-19

Israel Has Broken Covenant

• Call to Court



Hosea 4:1

וּ  מְעֵּ֥ ֹ֣י דְבַר־יְהוִָ֖הש  בְנ 

יהוָה   יב לִַּֽ ִ֤ י ר  ֹ֣ ל כ  ָׁ֑ שְרָא  י 

י ֹ֣ ם־יוֹשְב  רֶץע  הָאִָ֔

Hosea 4:1

Hear the word of the 
LORD, O children of Israel,
for the LORD has a 
controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land...



Trial No: 2
Hosea 4:1-19

Israel Has Broken Covenant

• Call to Court

• Three general covenant breaks



Hosea 4:1

י  תכ  ין־אֱמֶֶ֧ סֶדא  ין־חֵֶ֛ א  וְִּֽ

עַת ין־דֵַּ֥ ִּֽ יםוְא  ִ֖ אֱלֹה 

רֶץ׃ בָאִָּֽ

Hosea 4:1

… There is no faithfulness 
or steadfast love, and no 
knowledge of God in the 
land;

Dt. 5:21 – “But you, stand here by me, and I will 
tell you the whole commandment and the 

statutes and the rules that you shall teach them, 
that they may do them in the land that I am 

giving them to possess.”



Trial No: 2
Hosea 4:1-19

Israel Has Broken Covenant

• Call to Court

• Three general covenant breaks

• Six specific covenant breaks



Hosea 4:2

ב  חַ וְגָנ ִ֖ ש וְרָצ ֵּ֥ ה וְכַח ִ֔ אָלֹֹ֣

ים   ֵּ֥ צוּ וְדָמ  ף פָרָָ֕ וְנָא ָׁ֑

עוּ׃ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Hosea 4:2

ה ב אָלֹֹ֣ חַ וְגָנ ִ֖ ש וְרָצ ֵּ֥ וְכַח ִ֔

ים   ֵּ֥ צוּ וְדָמ  ף פָרָָ֕ וְנָא ָׁ֑

עוּ׃ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Hosea 4:2

ה  שאָלֹֹ֣ ב וְכַח ִ֔ חַ וְגָנ ִ֖ וְרָצ ֵּ֥

ים   ֵּ֥ צוּ וְדָמ  ף פָרָָ֕ וְנָא ָׁ֑

עוּ׃ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Hosea 4:2

ש  ה וְכַח ִ֔ חַ אָלֹֹ֣ ב וְרָצ ֵּ֥ וְגָנ ִ֖

ים   ֵּ֥ צוּ וְדָמ  ף פָרָָ֕ וְנָא ָׁ֑

עוּ׃ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Hosea 4:2

ב  חַ וְגָנ ִ֖ ש וְרָצ ֵּ֥ ה וְכַח ִ֔ אָלֹֹ֣

ים   ֵּ֥ צוּ וְדָמ  ף פָרָָ֕ וְנָא ָׁ֑

עוּ׃ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Hosea 4:2

ב  חַ וְגָנ ִ֖ ש וְרָצ ֵּ֥ ה וְכַח ִ֔ אָלֹֹ֣

ף ים  וְנָא ָׁ֑ ֵּ֥ צוּ וְדָמ  פָרָָ֕

עוּ׃ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Hosea 4:2

ב  חַ וְגָנ ִ֖ ש וְרָצ ֵּ֥ ה וְכַח ִ֔ אָלֹֹ֣

צוּ  ף פָרָָ֕ ים  וְנָא ָׁ֑ ֵּ֥ וְדָמ 

עוּ ים נָגִָּֽ ִ֖ ׃בְדָמ 

Hosea 4:2

there is swearing, lying, 

murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery;

they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.



Trial No: 2
Hosea 4:1-19

Israel Has Broken Covenant

• Call to Court

• Three general covenant breaks

• Six specific covenant breaks

• Consequences



Hosea 4:3

רֶץ   ל הָאָָּ֗ ן ׀ תֶאֱבַֹ֣ ֹ֣ עַל־כ 

בוְאֻמְלַל   ֹ֣ הּ  כָל־יוֹש  בִָ֔

וֹף   ה וּבְעֹ֣ בְחַיֵַּ֥ת הַשָדִֶ֖

ם  י  יהַשָמָָׁ֑ ֵּ֥ הַיִָ֖ם וְגַם־דְג 

פוּ׃ ִּֽ י אָס 

Hosea 4:3

Therefore the land mourns,

and all who dwell in it 

languish, and also the 

beasts of the field and the 

birds of the heavens, and 

even the fish of the sea are 

taken away.



Trial No: 2
Hosea 4:1-19

Israel Has Broken Covenant

• Call to Court

• Three general covenant breaks

• Six specific covenant breaks

• Consequences

• Evidence and Judgment



Hosea 4:4ff

…

Hosea 4:4ff

…



Trial No: 3
Hosea 12:1-13:1

Israel’s Fraud and Deceit

• Call to Court



Hosea 12:2

יהוִָ֖ה  יב לִַּֽ ֵּ֥ וְר 

ה ם־יְהוּדָָׁ֑ ד  ע  פְק ִ֤ וְל 

ב   ל־יַעֲק  יו  עִַּֽ דְרָכִָ֔  כ 

וֹ׃ יב לִּֽ ֵּ֥ יו יָש  כְמַעֲלָלִָ֖

Hosea 12:2

The LORD has an 

indictment against Judah

and will punish Jacob 

according to his ways;

he will repay him 

according to his deeds.
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Trial No: 3
Hosea 12:1-13:1

Israel’s Fraud and Deceit

• Call to Court

• Israel’s guilt



Hosea 12:3ff

…

Hosea 12:3ff

…



Trial No: 3
Hosea 12:1-13:1

Israel’s Fraud and Deceit

• Call to Court

• Israel’s guilt

• Judgment



Hosea 13:1

ת  ם  רְת ִ֔ י  ר אֶפְרַ  ִ֤ כְדַב 

ל   ָׁ֑ שְרָא  וּא בְי  א הִ֖ נָשֵָּ֥

ת׃ עַל וַיָמ ִּֽ ם בַבִַ֖ וַיֶאְשֵַּ֥

Hosea 13:1

When Ephraim spoke, 

there was trembling;

he was exalted in Israel,

but he incurred guilt 

through Baal and died.
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Point For Home



Time out!

“she must remove her signs of 
prostitution from her face, and her 

signs of adultery from between 
her breasts” (Hos. 2:2)



God wants what’s best for you



Point For Home



God isn’t blind

“Hear the word of the LORD, O 
children of Israel, for the LORD has 
a controversy with the inhabitants 

of the land” (Hos. 4:1)



Point For Home



Don’t miss the interweaving of law and grace

And there I will give her her vineyards and make 

the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she 

shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at the 

time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

(Hos. 2:14-15)

For from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

(Jn. 1:16-17)
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