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People think in metaphors



We use metaphors to link one
idea to another



As You Like It
Act 2, Scene 7
Enter Jacques

“All the world’s a stage, And all 

the men and women merely 

players;

They have their exits and their 

entrances;

And one man in his time plays 

many parts, his acts being seven 

ages…



The Bible and Prophets are about 
God communicating to humanity



What are the 
different forms of 
communicating?

Poetry

Prose

Metaphors

Similes

Stories/
parables

Questions

Instructions

Speeches

Songs



God uses them all!
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Poetry
Prose Stories/

parables

Questions

Instructions

Speeches

Songs

Metaphors Similes

God uses them all!



Understand this …

…that

Life

Competition

as
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Hosea 12:10

ְרִתיַּ֙  יםְוִדב ַּ֙ ְנִביִאִ֔ ל־ה  ע 

י  יִתי  ָח֣זֹוןְוָאֹנִכִ֖ ֵּ֑ ִהְרב 

ה׃ ֶּֽ מ  ים ֲאד  ְנִביִאִ֖ ַ֥ד ה  ּוְבי 

Hosea 12:10

I spoke to the prophets;

it was I who multiplied 

visions, and through the 

prophets gave parables.
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ְרִתיַּ֙  יםְוִדב ַּ֙ ְנִביִאִ֔ ל־ה  ע 

י  יִתי  ָח֣זֹוןְוָאֹנִכִ֖ ֵּ֑ ִהְרב 

ים  ְנִביִאִ֖ ַ֥ד ה  הּוְבי  ֶּֽ מ  ׃ֲאד 

Hosea 12:10

I spoke to the prophets;

it was I who multiplied 

visions, and through the 

prophets gave parables.

Damah to be like, to resemble,
a “simile” or “metaphor”



Hosea 12:10

ְרִתיַּ֙  יםְוִדב ַּ֙ ְנִביִאִ֔ ל־ה  ע 

י  יִתי  ָח֣זֹוןְוָאֹנִכִ֖ ֵּ֑ ִהְרב 

ים  ְנִביִאִ֖ ַ֥ד ה  הּוְבי  ֶּֽ מ  ׃ֲאד 

Hosea 12:10

I spoke to the prophets;

it was I who multiplied 

visions, and through the 

prophets gave parables.

Damah to be like, to resemble,
a “simile” or “metaphor”



Damah to be like, to resemble,
a “simile” or “metaphor”

Ps. 144:4 “Man is like a breath;
his days like a passing shadow”



Damah to be like, to resemble,
a “simile” or “metaphor”

Song 1:9 “I compare you, 
my love, to a mare among 

Pharaoh’s chariots”



Hosea 12:10

ְרִתיַּ֙  יםְוִדב ַּ֙ ְנִביִאִ֔ ל־ה  ע 

י  יִתי  ָח֣זֹוןְוָאֹנִכִ֖ ֵּ֑ ִהְרב 

ה׃ ֶּֽ מ  ים ֲאד  ְנִביִאִ֖ ַ֥ד ה  ּוְבי 

Hosea 12:10

I spoke to the prophets;

it was I who multiplied 

visions, and through the 

prophets gave metaphors 

and similes.
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The Minor Prophets
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A

Metaphors 
in Hosea

Hosea 1:2

ה  ר ְיהָוָ֜ אמ  ֹֹּ֨ י ע  ו  ל־הֹוש ֵׁ֗ א 

ְך  ֣ ח־ְלך  ל  ת ק  ש  ֵ֤  א 

ים   י ְזנּוִנִ֔ ֣ ְזנּוִניםַּ֙ ְוי ְלד 

ה י־ָזֹנֵ֤ ץ  ִכֶּֽ ר  ִתְזנ הַּ֙ ָהָאִ֔

ה׃ י ְיהָוֶּֽ ִ֖ ֲחר  א  ֶּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”

Table of Contents

Ch. 1 Metaphors

Ch. 2 Metaphors in 
Hosea

Ch. 3 Points for home



Agricultural 
metaphors



Hosea 2:3

ָנה ֣ ְפִשיט  ן־א  ה  פ  ֲעֻרָמִ֔

ּה  ְלָדֵּ֑ ֹום ִהָּוֶּֽ יָה ְכיִ֖ ְגִתִ֔ צ  ְוִהֹּ֨

ָהַּ֙  ִתַּ֙ ר ְוש  ִמְדָבֵׁ֗ יָה כ  ְמִת֣ ְוש 

ץ  ר  ֣ הְכא  יָה ִצָיִ֔ ֲהִמִתִ֖ ו 

א׃ ָצָמֶּֽ ב 

Hosea 2:3

…lest I strip her naked

and make her as in the 

day she was born, and 

make her like a 

wilderness, and make her 

like a parched land, and 

kill her with thirst.



Hosea 2 – Israel is on trial

The charge: Ex. 20:14 
“Thou Shalt not 
commit adultery”

Husband: Food, 
clothing, 
provision

Wife: Fidelity, 
care, 
children



Hosea 2 – Israel is on trial

The charge: Ex. 20:14 
“Thou Shalt not 
commit adultery”
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clothing, 
provision

W
ife:

Fid
elity, 

care, 
ch

ild
ren



Hosea 2:3

ָנה ֣ ְפִשיט  ן־א  ה  פ  ֲעֻרָמִ֔

ּה  ְלָדֵּ֑ ֹום ִהָּוֶּֽ יָה ְכיִ֖ ְגִתִ֔ צ  ְוִהֹּ֨

ָהַּ֙  ִתַּ֙ ר ְוש  ִמְדָבֵׁ֗ יָה כ  ְמִת֣ ְוש 

ץ  ר  ֣ הְכא  יָה ִצָיִ֔ ֲהִמִתִ֖ ו 

א׃ ָצָמֶּֽ ב 

Hosea 2:3

…lest I strip her naked

and make her as in the 

day she was born, and 

make her like a 

wilderness, and make her 

like a parched land, and 

kill her with thirst.





Agricultural 
metaphors



Hosea 8:7

ָתה   עּו ְוסּוָפ֣ ּוח  ִיְזָרִ֖ י רַ֥ ִכִּ֛

ה  רּו ָקָמ֣ ֹוִיְקֹצֵּ֑ ין־לֵׁ֗ ֶּֽ א 

י  ח ְבִל֣ מ  חצ ֶ֚ מ  ה־ק ִ֔ ֲעש  ֶּֽ י 

ים  ה ָזִרִ֖ ֲעש ִ֔ ֶּֽ י י  ֣ אּול 

ִיְבָלֻעֶּֽהּו׃

Hosea 8:7

For they sow the wind,

and they shall reap the 

whirlwind. The standing 

grain has no heads; it 

shall yield no flour; if it 

were to yield, strangers 

would devour it.



You gotta love 
a good garden





Hosea 8:7

י  עּו ִכִּ֛ ּוח  ִיְזָרִ֖ ָתה  רַ֥ ְוסּוָפ֣

ה  רּו ָקָמ֣ ֹוִיְקֹצֵּ֑ ין־לֵׁ֗ ֶּֽ א 

י  ח ְבִל֣ מ  חצ ֶ֚ מ  ה־ק ִ֔ ֲעש  ֶּֽ י 

ים  ה ָזִרִ֖ ֲעש ִ֔ ֶּֽ י י  ֣ אּול 

ִיְבָלֻעֶּֽהּו׃

Hosea 8:7

For they sow the wind,

and they shall reap the 

whirlwind. The standing 

grain has no heads; it 

shall yield no flour; if it 

were to yield, strangers 

would devour it.
Ruach can be a breeze/wind

But also foolishness, 
something without substance



Ruach can be a breeze/wind
But also foolishness, 

something without substance

Isa. 41:29 “Behold, they are all a delusion; their works 
are nothing; their metal images are empty wind.”



Hosea 8:7

י  עּו ִכִּ֛ ּוח  ִיְזָרִ֖ ָתהוְ רַ֥ סּוָפ֣

ה  רּו ָקָמ֣ ֹוִיְקֹצֵּ֑ ין־לֵׁ֗ ֶּֽ א 

י  ח ְבִל֣ מ  חצ ֶ֚ מ  ה־ק ִ֔ ֲעש  ֶּֽ י 

ים  ה ָזִרִ֖ ֲעש ִ֔ ֶּֽ י י  ֣ אּול 

ִיְבָלֻעֶּֽהּו׃

Hosea 8:7

For they sow the wind,

and they shall reap the 

whirlwind. The standing 

grain has no heads; it 

shall yield no flour; if it 

were to yield, strangers 

would devour it.



The tornado is not friendly to the crops!



Hosea 8:7

י  עּו ִכִּ֛ ּוח  ִיְזָרִ֖ ָתהוְ רַ֥ סּוָפ֣

ה  רּו ָקָמ֣ ֹוִיְקֹצֵּ֑ ין־לֵׁ֗ ֶּֽ א 

י  ח ְבִל֣ מ  חצ ֶ֚ מ  ה־ק ִ֔ ֲעש  ֶּֽ י 

ים  ה ָזִרִ֖ ֲעש ִ֔ ֶּֽ י י  ֣ אּול 

ִיְבָלֻעֶּֽהּו׃

Hosea 8:7

For they sow the wind,

and they shall reap the 

whirlwind. The standing 

grain has no heads; it 

shall yield no flour; if it 

were to yield, strangers 

would devour it.



Hosea 10:12

ֵ֤ם ִלְצָדָקהַּ֙ ִקְצ֣רּו  ּו ָלכ  ִזְרעֹּ֨

ד ס  יר  ְלִפי־ח ִ֔ ִ֖ם ִנֵּ֑ ירּו ָלכ  ִנַ֥

תַּ֙ ִלְד֣רֹוש  הְוע  ת־ְיהָוִ֔ א 

ד־ָי֕בֹוא ק  ע  ד  ִ֖ ה צ  ַ֥ ְוֹיר 

ם׃ ֶּֽ ָלכ 

Hosea 10:12

Sow for yourselves 

righteousness; reap 

steadfast love; break up 

your fallow ground, for it 

is the time to seek the 

LORD, that he may come 

and rain righteousness 

upon you.





Hosea 10:12

ֵ֤ם לִ  ּו ָלכ  ִקְצ֣רּו ְצָדָקהַּ֙ ִזְרעֹּ֨

ד ס  יר  ְלִפי־ח ִ֔ ִ֖ם ִנֵּ֑ ירּו ָלכ  ִנַ֥

תַּ֙ ִלְד֣רֹוש  הְוע  ת־ְיהָוִ֔ א 

ד־ָי֕בֹוא ק  ע  ד  ִ֖ ה צ  ַ֥ ְוֹיר 

ם׃ ֶּֽ ָלכ 

Hosea 10:12

Sow for yourselves 

righteousness; reap 

steadfast love; break up 

your fallow ground, for it 

is the time to seek the 

LORD, that he may come 

and rain righteousness 

upon you.

Tzedakah includes 
honesty, justice, loyalty 
to God and community



Hosea 10:13-14

ע ש  ִּ֛ ם־ר  ְשת  ָתה  ֲחר  ְוָלַ֥ ע 

ם   ֣ ְלת  ם ֲאכ  ִ֖ ְרת  ְקצ 

ש ְחתָ ְפִרי־ָכֵּ֑ח  ַ֥ י־ָבט  ִכֶּֽ

ב  ְרְכךִ֖ ְבֹרַ֥ יךְבד  ֶּֽ ׃  ִגבֹור 

אם ךָ֒ ְוָק֣ מ  ָשאֹו֮ן ְבע 

יך ֣ דְוָכל־ִמְבָצר  יּוש ִ֔

Hosea 10:13-14
You have plowed iniquity; 

you have reaped injustice; 

you have eaten the fruit of 

lies. Because you have 

trusted in your own way and 

in the multitude of your 

warriors, therefore the tumult 

of war shall arise among 

your people, and all your 

fortresses shall be destroyed,



What are you 
sowing in your 

garden?



Agricultural 
metaphors



Hosea 9:10

אִתיַּ֙   ר ָמָצַּ֙ ִמְדָבֵׁ֗ ים ב  ֲעָנִב֣ כ 

ָנהַּ֙  ה ִבְתא  ל ְכִבכּוָרֵ֤ ִיְשָרא ִ֔

יִתי   ּה ָרִאִ֖ אִשיָתִ֔ ֣ ְבר 

אּו   ָמה ָב֣ ֵּ֑ם ה ָ֜ יכ  ֹות  ֲאבֶּֽ

ֹור ל־ְפעֵׁ֗ ע  ֶּֽ ְָּֽזרּוַּ֙ ב  ִיָנֶּֽ ו 

ים   ּו ִשקּוִצִ֖ ִיְהיַ֥ ת ו  ש  ֹבִ֔ ל 

ם׃ ְכָאֳהָבֶּֽ

Hosea 9:10

Like grapes in the 

wilderness, I found Israel.

Like the first fruit on the 

fig tree in its first season, I 

saw your fathers. But they 

came to Baal-peor and 

consecrated themselves to 

the thing of shame, and 

became detestable like the 

thing they loved.





Hosea 9:10

ר כ   ִמְדָבֵׁ֗ ים ב  אִתיַּ֙  ֲעָנִב֣ ָמָצַּ֙

ָנהַּ֙  ה ִבְתא  ל ְכִבכּוָרֵ֤ ִיְשָרא ִ֔

יִתי   ּה ָרִאִ֖ אִשיָתִ֔ ֣ ְבר 

אּו   ָמה ָב֣ ֵּ֑ם ה ָ֜ יכ  ֹות  ֲאבֶּֽ

ֹור ל־ְפעֵׁ֗ ע  ֶּֽ ְָּֽזרּוַּ֙ ב  ִיָנֶּֽ ו 

ים   ּו ִשקּוִצִ֖ ִיְהיַ֥ ת ו  ש  ֹבִ֔ ל 

ם׃ ְכָאֳהָבֶּֽ

Hosea 9:10

Like grapes in the 

wilderness, I found Israel.

Like the first fruit on the 

fig tree in its first season, I 

saw your fathers. But they 

came to Baal-peor and 

consecrated themselves to 

the thing of shame, and 

became detestable like the 

thing they loved.





Agricultural 
metaphors



Household 
metaphors



Hosea 11:1-2

ל   ִ֖ ר ִיְשָרא  ַ֥ע  י נ  ִכִּ֛

ִים   ִ֖ הּו ּוִמִמְצר  ֵּ֑ ָוֹאֲהב 

ּו   י׃ ָקְראִ֖ אִתי ִלְבִנֶּֽ ָקָרַ֥

ם   ן ָהְל֣כּו ִמְפנ יה ִ֔ ם כ ֶ֚ ֵּ֑ ָלה 

חּו   ים ְיז ב ִ֔ ְבָעִל֣ ל 

ּון׃ רֶּֽ ט  ים ְיק  ְפִסִלִ֖ ְול 

Hosea 11:1-2

When Israel was a child, I 

loved him, and out of 

Egypt I called my son. 

The more they were 

called, the more they 

went away; they kept 

sacrificing to the Baals

and burning offerings to 

idols.



Hosea 11:3

ְלִתיַּ֙   י ִתְרג ַּ֙ ְוָאֹנִכֵ֤

ם  ִים ָקָחִ֖ ִ֔ ְפר  ְלא 

יו ֹוֹעָתֵּ֑ ל־ְזרֶּֽ ּו  ע  א ָיְדעִ֖ ַֹ֥ ְול

י  יםִכַ֥ ׃ְרָפאִתֶּֽ

Hosea 11:3

Yet it was I who taught 

Ephraim to walk; I took 

them up by their arms, 

but they did not know 

that I healed them.



When Israel was young 
how I loved him

From Egypt I did call 
him to be my son

For it was I who taught 
Ephraim to walk

And I who picked him 
up in my arms

Yet they did not 
know that it was I 
who loved them

With tender cords of 
love I did lead them
For I was to them as 
one who lifts a yoke
And bending down I 

lovingly fed them
How can I lift you up 

my son Ephraim?
When Israel was young 

how I loved him
From Egypt I did call 

him to be my son
For it was I who taught 

Ephraim to walk
And I who picked him 

up in my arms

Yet they did not 
know that it was I 
who loved them

With tender cords of 
love I did lead them
For I was to them as 
one who lifts a yoke
And bending down

I lovingly fed
How can I give you 

up Israel?
For my heart’s 

overturned
My compassions

are kindled
But again will my 
anger be burned



Hosea 11:3

ְלִתיַּ֙   י ִתְרג ַּ֙ ְוָאֹנִכֵ֤

ם  ִים ָקָחִ֖ ִ֔ ְפר  ְלא 

יו ֹוֹעָתֵּ֑ ל־ְזרֶּֽ ּו  ע  א ָיְדעִ֖ ַֹ֥ ְול

י  יםִכַ֥ ׃ְרָפאִתֶּֽ

Hosea 11:3

Yet it was I who taught 

Ephraim to walk; I took 

them up by their arms, 

but they did not know 

that I healed them.





Household 
metaphors



Hosea 7:4

ים ְכ֣מֹו   ֻכָלםַּ֙ ְמָנֲ֣אִפִ֔

ה  ֵּ֑ ֶּֽ ֹאפ  ָרה מ  ִ֖ ּור ֹבע  נִ֔ ת 

ּוש   יר ִמלַ֥ ִעִ֔ ִיְש֣בֹות מ 

ק  ִ֖ ֹוָבצ  ד־ֻחְמָצתֶּֽ ׃ע 

Hosea 7:4

They are all adulterers;

they are like a heated 

oven whose baker ceases 

to stir the fire, from the 

kneading of the dough

until it is leavened.



How intense is your love for God?
For sin?

Hos. 7:6 “For with hearts like an 

oven they approach their intrigue; 

all night their anger smolders; in the 

morning it blazes like a flaming fire”



Hosea 7:8

ים ֣הּוא  ִמִ֖ ִים ָבע  ֕ ְפר  א 

ִים ָהָיַ֥ה   ִּ֛ ְפר  ל א  ִיְתבֹוָלֵּ֑

ה׃ י ֲהפּוָכֶּֽ ֻעָגִ֖ה ְבִלַ֥

Hosea 7:8

Ephraim mixes himself 

with the peoples; 

Ephraim is a cake not 

turned.



Hosea 7:8

ים ֣הּוא  ִמִ֖ ִים ָבע  ֕ ְפר  א 

לִיתְ  ִים ָהָיַ֥ה  בֹוָלֵּ֑ ִּ֛ ְפר  א 

ה׃ י ֲהפּוָכֶּֽ ֻעָגִ֖ה ְבִלַ֥

Hosea 7:8

Ephraim mixes himself 

with the peoples; 

Ephraim is a cake not 

turned.

Balal can be mixed like 
ingredients (Ex. 29:2) or mixed 

up like confused (Gen. 11:7)



Hosea 7:8

ים ֣הּוא  ִמִ֖ ִים ָבע  ֕ ְפר  א 

לִיתְ  ִים ָהָיַ֥ה  בֹוָלֵּ֑ ִּ֛ ְפר  א 

ה׃ י ֲהפּוָכֶּֽ ֻעָגִ֖ה ְבִלַ֥

Hosea 7:8

Ephraim mixes himself 

with the peoples; 

Ephraim is a cake not 

turned.

They were “half-baked”



Household 
metaphors



Hosea 5:13

ִים  ָ֜ ְפר  ְרא א  י ֹּ֨ ֹוו  ת־ָחְליֵׁ֗ א 

יהּוָדהַּ֙  ֹוִוֶּֽ ת־ְמֹזרִ֔ ְך  א  ֵ֤ל  י   ו 

ִיםַּ֙  ַּ֙ ְפר  ּורא  שִ֔ ל־א  א 

ח  ִ֖ ִיְשל  ְךו  ל  ֣ ל־מ  בא  ֵּ֑ ָיר 

א  ֹ֣ לַּ֙ ִלְרפ א יּוכ  ֵֹ֤ ּוא ל ְוהֵׁ֗

ם  הָלכ ִ֔ ַ֥ א־ִיְגה  ֶֹּֽ ִ֖ם ְול ִמכ 

ֹור׃ ָמזֶּֽ

Hosea 5:13

When Ephraim saw his 

sickness, and Judah his 

wound, then Ephraim 

went to Assyria, and sent 

to the great king. But he 

is not able to cure you or 

heal your wound.
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Point For Home



What are you 
sowing in your 

garden?



Be touched by 
his tender love

Hos.11:3 “Yet it was I 

who taught Ephraim 

to walk; I took them 

up by their arms”



How intense is your love for God?
For sin?

Hos. 7:6 “For with hearts like an 

oven they approach their intrigue; 

all night their anger smolders; in the 

morning it blazes like a flaming fire”
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