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The Bible and Prophets are about 
God communicating to humanity



We work to translate the 
language of Scripture



We work to translate different cultures



PLUS: Add in the
history element!



What are the 
different forms of 
communicating?



Let’s enter the door 
of metaphors



Understand this 
…

…that

TIME

Money

by



TIME

Money

is



Don’t waste your time

I can save you 30-minutes

I can give you an hour

I spent 10-minutes doing this

A flat tire cost me an hour

I invested a lot of time here
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A

Metaphors 
in Hosea

Hosea 1:2

ה  אֶמר ְיהו ָ֜ עַ ַוי ֹּ֨ ֶאל־הֹוש ֵׁ֗

ְך  ֵ֣ ֶשת ַקח־ְלך  ל  ֵ֤  א 

ים   י ְזנּוִנִ֔ ֵ֣ ְזנּוִני֙ם ְוַיְלד 

ה י־ז נ ֵ֤ ֶרץ  ִכִּֽ א ִ֔ ִתְזֶנ֙ה ה 

ה׃ ִּֽ י ְיהו  ֵ֖ ַאֲחר  ִּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”
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Hosea 1:2

ה  אֶמר ְיהו ָ֜ עַ ַוי ֹּ֨ ֶאל־הֹוש ֵׁ֗

ְך  ֵ֣ ֶשתַקח־ְלך  ל  ֵ֤ א 

ים  ְזנּוִנים֙  י ְזנּוִנִ֔ ֵ֣ ְוַיְלד 

ה י־ז נ ֵ֤ ֶרץ  ִכִּֽ א ִ֔ ִתְזֶנ֙ה ה 

ה׃ ִּֽ י ְיהו  ֵ֖ ַאֲחר  ִּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”





Hosea 1:2

ה  אֶמר ְיהו ָ֜ עַ ַוי ֹּ֨ ֶאל־הֹוש ֵׁ֗

ְך  ֵ֣ ֶשתַקח־ְלך  ל  ֵ֤ א 

ים  ְזנּוִנים֙  י ְזנּוִנִ֔ ֵ֣ ְוַיְלד 

ה י־ז נ ֵ֤ ֶרץ  ִכִּֽ א ִ֔ ִתְזֶנ֙ה ה 

ה׃ ִּֽ י ְיהו  ֵ֖ ַאֲחר  ִּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”

This is NOT the Hebrew word 
for “prostitute”!



Wake up!
You need this!



Hosea 4:10-11

ּו  עּו ִהְזנֵ֖ א ִיְשב ִ֔ ְכלּ֙ו ְול ֵ֣ ִּֽ ְוא 

צּו   א ִיְפר ֹ֑ ְול ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־ֶאת־ְיהו  ּו ִכִּֽ ְזבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ ְז֛נּות ְוַיִַָ֥֥ין   ִלְשמ ִּֽ

ֹוש  בְוִתירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  ַקִּֽ ׃ִיִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



Hosea 4:10-11

ְכלּו֙  ִּֽ ּו ְוא  עּו ִהְזנֵ֖ א ִיְשב ִ֔ ְול ֵ֣

צּו   א ִיְפר ֹ֑ ְול ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־ֶאת־ְיהו  ּו ִכִּֽ ְזבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ ְז֛נּות ְוַיִַָ֥֥ין   ִלְשמ ִּֽ

ֹוש  בְוִתירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  ַקִּֽ ׃ִיִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



Hosea 4:10-11

ְכלּו֙  ִּֽ עּו ְוא  א ִיְשב ִ֔ ּוְול ֵ֣ ִהְזנֵ֖

צּו   א ִיְפר ֹ֑ ְול ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־ֶאת־ְיהו  ּו ִכִּֽ ְזבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ ְז֛נּות ְוַיִַָ֥֥ין   ִלְשמ ִּֽ

ֹוש  בְוִתירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  ַקִּֽ ׃ִיִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



These are called 
“futility curses



What are you chasing after?



Hosea 4:10-11

ְכלּו֙  ִּֽ עּו ְוא  א ִיְשב ִ֔ ּוְול ֵ֣ ִהְזנֵ֖

צּו   א ִיְפר ֹ֑ ְול ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־ֶאת־ְיהו  ּו ִכִּֽ ְזבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ ְז֛נּות ְוַיִַָ֥֥ין   ִלְשמ ִּֽ

ֹוש  בְוִתירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  ַקִּֽ ׃ִיִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



Hosea 4:12

ל   ֹו ִיְשא ִ֔ צֵ֣ ַעִמ֙י ְבע 

ּוַח   י רֵ֤ ֹו ִכֵ֣ יד לֹ֑ ֹו ַיִגֵ֣ ּוַמְקלֵ֖

ּו   ה ַוִיְזנֵ֖ ְזנּוִני֙ם ִהְתע ִ֔

ַחת  םִמַתָ֥ יֶהִּֽ ׃ֱאֹלה 

Hosea 4:12

My people inquire of a 

piece of wood,

and their walking staff 

gives them oracles.

For a spirit of whoredom 

has led them astray,

and they have left their 

God to play the whore.





“Rhabdomancy”

Using a stick to predict 
or say something



“Rhabdomancy”

Using a stick to predict 
or say something

Magic Wands



“Rhabdomancy”

Using a stick to predict 
or say something

“Dowsing”
(aka divining rods)



Hosea 4:12

ל   ֹו ִיְשא ִ֔ צֵ֣ ַעִמ֙י ְבע 

ּוַח   י רֵ֤ ֹו ִכֵ֣ יד לֹ֑ ֹו ַיִגֵ֣ ּוַמְקלֵ֖

ּו   ה ַוִיְזנֵ֖ ְזנּוִני֙ם ִהְתע ִ֔

ַחת  םִמַתָ֥ יֶהִּֽ ׃ֱאֹלה 

Hosea 4:12

My people inquire of a 

piece of wood,

and their walking staff 

gives them oracles.

For a spirit of whoredom 

has led them astray,

and they have left their 

God to play the whore.



How do we know 
the will of God?



Hosea 4:15-16

ֶנֵ֤ה ל  ִאם־ז  א ִ֔ ֙ה ִיְשר  ַאת 

ם ה ַאל־ֶיְאַשֵ֖ ֹ֑ …ְיהּוד 

ה  ֵ֣ ר  י ְכפ  הִכִּ֚ ִ֔ ר  ר  רס ִּֽ ַרֵ֖ ס 

ם   ֵ֣ ֙ה ִיְרע  ל ַעת  ֹ֑ א  ִיְשר 

ב׃ ִּֽ ֶבש ַבֶמְרח  ה ְכֶכֵ֖ ְיהו ִ֔

Hosea 4:15-16

Though you play the 

whore, O Israel, let not 

Judah become guilty.

… Like a stubborn heifer, 

Israel is stubborn; can the 

LORD now feed them

like a lamb in a broad 

pasture?



My two stubborn heifers 



Hosea 4:15-16

ֶנֵ֤ה ל  ִאם־ז  א ִ֔ ֙ה ִיְשר  ַאת 

ם ה ַאל־ֶיְאַשֵ֖ ֹ֑ …ְיהּוד 

י כְ  ה ִכִּ֚ ֵ֣ ר  הפ  ִ֔ ר  ר  רס ִּֽ ַרֵ֖ ס 

ם   ֵ֣ ֙ה ִיְרע  ל ַעת  ֹ֑ א  ִיְשר 

ה כְ  ב׃ֶבשֶכֵ֖ ְיהו ִ֔ ִּֽ ַבֶמְרח 

Hosea 4:15-16

Though you play the 

whore, O Israel, let not 

Judah become guilty.

… Like a stubborn heifer, 

Israel is stubborn; can the 

LORD now feed them

like a lamb in a broad 

pasture?





My two stubborn heifers 



And the revolters have 

gone deep into slaughter 

(Hos. 5:2)



Choices matter
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Hosea 4:15-16

ה  ֵ֤ ֱעֶשה־ְלך֙ מ  ִים  ֶאִּֽ  ֶאְפַרִ֔

ה  ָ֥ ה ֶאֱעֶשה־ְלךֵ֖ מ  ֹ֑  ְיהּוד 

ֶקרְוַחְסְדֶכ֙ם  ֲעַנן־ב ִ֔ ַכִּֽ

ְך׃ ִּֽ ל  ים ה  ל ַמְשִכָ֥ ְוַכַטֵ֖

Hosea 6:4

What shall I do with you, 

O Ephraim? What shall I 

do with you, O Judah?

Your love is like a 

morning cloud, like the 

dew that goes early away.





Hosea 4:15-16

ה  ֵ֤ ֱעֶשה־ְלך֙ מ  ִים  ֶאִּֽ  ֶאְפַרִ֔

ה  ָ֥ ה ֶאֱעֶשה־ְלךֵ֖ מ  ֹ֑  ְיהּוד 

ֶקרְוַחְסְדֶכ֙ם  ֲעַנן־ב ִ֔ ַכִּֽ

ְך׃ ִּֽ ל  ים ה  ל ַמְשִכָ֥ ְוַכַטֵ֖

Hosea 6:4

What shall I do with you, 

O Ephraim? What shall I 

do with you, O Judah?

Your love is like a 

morning cloud, like the 

dew that goes early away.



In prosperity they 
ignored God



In calamity they 
turned elsewhere



Whether God promised…

Judgment
Hope

the results were the same



Point For Home



Wherever you 
are, whatever 
you do, make 

God the center



Hosea 10:11

֙ה  ד  ה ְמֻלמ  ֵ֤ ִים ֶעְגל  ְוֶאְפַרָ֜

י   ּוש ַוֲאִנֵ֣ דִ֔ ְבִתי ל  ַהֵ֣ א 

ְרִתי  ַבִ֔ ּובע  ּהַעל־טֵ֖ ֹ֑ אר  ַצּו 

ֹוש ִי֙ם ַיֲחרֵ֣ יב ֶאְפַר֙ ַאְרִכֵ֤

Hosea 10:11

Ephraim was a trained 

calf that loved to thresh,

and I spared her fair neck;

but I will put Ephraim to 

the yoke







Point For Home



We make
real choices



Hosea 10:13-14

ַשע ה  ֲחַרְשֶתם־ֶר֛ ת  ָ֥ ַעְול 

ם   ם ֲאַכְלֶתֵ֣ ְקַצְרֶתֵ֖

ַֹ֑חש ְחת  ְפִרי־כ  ַטָ֥ י־ב  ִכִּֽ

ב  יךְבַדְרְכךֵ֖ ְבר ָ֥ ׃  ִגבֹוֶרִּֽ

אם ֵ֣ אֹון  ְוק  ש 

Hosea 10:13-14

You have plowed iniquity; 

you have reaped injustice; 

you have eaten the fruit of 

lies. Because you have 

trusted in your own way 

and in the multitude of 

your warriors, therefore 

the tumult of war shall 

arise…







Hosea 10:12

֙ה   ק  ֶכֵ֤ם ִלְצד  ּו ל  וִזְרעֹּ֨

ּו  ֶסדִקְצרֵ֣ ירּו  ְלִפי־ֶחִ֔ ִנָ֥

ֹוש   ֙ת ִלְדרֵ֣ יר ְוע  ֶכֵ֖ם ִנֹ֑ ל 

ה ַעד־י ֕בֹואֶאת־ְיהו ִ֔

ם׃ ֶכִּֽ ֶדק ל  ה ֶצֵ֖ ֶרָ֥ ְוי 

Hosea 10:12

Sow for yourselves 

righteousness; reap 

steadfast love; break up 

your fallow ground, for it 

is the time to seek the 

LORD, that he may come 

and rain righteousness 

upon you.



Point For Home
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