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The Bible and Prophets are about 
God communicating to humanity



We work to translate the 
language of Scripture



We work to translate different cultures



PLUS: Add in the
history element!



What are the 
different forms of 
communicating?



Let’s enter the door 
of metaphors



Understand this 
…

…that

TIME

Money

by



TIME

Money

is



Don’t waste your time

I can save you 30-minutes

I can give you an hour

I spent 10-minutes doing this

A flat tire cost me an hour

I invested a lot of time here
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A

Metaphors 
in Hosea

Hosea 1:2

ה  אמֶר יְהו ָ֜ עַ וַי ֹּ֨ אֶל־הוֹש ֵׁ֗

ךְ  ֵ֣ שֶת קַח־לְך  ל  ֵ֤  א 

ים   י זְנוּנִִ֔ ֵ֣ זְנוּנִים֙ וְיַלְד 

ה י־ז נ ֵ֤ רֶץ  כִִּֽ א ִ֔ תִזְנֶה֙ ה 

ה׃ ִּֽ י יְהו  ֵ֖ אַחֲר  ִּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”
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Hosea 1:2

ה  אמֶר יְהו ָ֜ עַ וַי ֹּ֨ אֶל־הוֹש ֵׁ֗

ךְ  ֵ֣ שֶתקַח־לְך  ל  ֵ֤ א 

ים  זְנוּנִים֙  י זְנוּנִִ֔ ֵ֣ וְיַלְד 

ה י־ז נ ֵ֤ רֶץ  כִִּֽ א ִ֔ תִזְנֶה֙ ה 

ה׃ ִּֽ י יְהו  ֵ֖ אַחֲר  ִּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”





Hosea 1:2

ה  אמֶר יְהו ָ֜ עַ וַי ֹּ֨ אֶל־הוֹש ֵׁ֗

ךְ  ֵ֣ שֶתקַח־לְך  ל  ֵ֤ א 

ים  זְנוּנִים֙  י זְנוּנִִ֔ ֵ֣ וְיַלְד 

ה י־ז נ ֵ֤ רֶץ  כִִּֽ א ִ֔ תִזְנֶה֙ ה 

ה׃ ִּֽ י יְהו  ֵ֖ אַחֲר  ִּֽ מ 

Hosea 1:2

The LORD said to Hosea, 

“Go, take to yourself a 

wife of whoredom and 

have children of 

whoredom, for the land 

commits great whoredom 

by forsaking the LORD.”

This is NOT the Hebrew word 
for “prostitute”!



Wake up!
You need this!



Hosea 4:10-11

וּ  עוּ הִזְנֵ֖ א יִשְב ִ֔ כְלוּ֙ וְל ֵ֣ ִּֽ וְא 

צוּ   א יִפְר ֹ֑ וְל ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־אֶת־יְהו  וּ כִִּֽ זְבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ זְנ֛וּת וְיַַָ֥֥יִן   לִשְמ ִּֽ

וֹש  בוְתִירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  קִַּֽ ׃יִִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



Hosea 4:10-11

כְלוּ֙  ִּֽ וּ וְא  עוּ הִזְנֵ֖ א יִשְב ִ֔ וְל ֵ֣

צוּ   א יִפְר ֹ֑ וְל ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־אֶת־יְהו  וּ כִִּֽ זְבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ זְנ֛וּת וְיַַָ֥֥יִן   לִשְמ ִּֽ

וֹש  בוְתִירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  קִַּֽ ׃יִִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



Hosea 4:10-11

כְלוּ֙  ִּֽ עוּ וְא  א יִשְב ִ֔ וּוְל ֵ֣ הִזְנֵ֖

צוּ   א יִפְר ֹ֑ וְל ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־אֶת־יְהו  וּ כִִּֽ זְבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ זְנ֛וּת וְיַַָ֥֥יִן   לִשְמ ִּֽ

וֹש  בוְתִירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  קִַּֽ ׃יִִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



These are called 
“futility curses



What are you chasing after?



Hosea 4:10-11

כְלוּ֙  ִּֽ עוּ וְא  א יִשְב ִ֔ וּוְל ֵ֣ הִזְנֵ֖

צוּ   א יִפְר ֹ֑ וְל ֵ֣

ָ֥ה י־אֶת־יְהו  וּ כִִּֽ זְבֵ֖ ע 

ר׃ זְנ֛וּת וְיַַָ֥֥יִן   לִשְמ ִּֽ

וֹש  בוְתִירֵ֖ ִּֽ ח־ל  קִַּֽ ׃יִִּֽ

Hosea 4:10-11

They shall eat, but not be 

satisfied; they shall play 

the whore, but not 

multiply, because they 

have forsaken the LORD

to cherish whoredom, 

wine, and new wine, 

which take away the 

understanding.



Hosea 4:12

ל   וֹ יִשְא ִ֔ צֵ֣ עַמִי֙ בְע 

וּחַ   י רֵ֤ וֹ כִֵ֣ יד לֹ֑ וֹ יַגִֵ֣ וּמַקְלֵ֖

וּ   ה וַיִזְנֵ֖ זְנוּנִים֙ הִתְע ִ֔

חַת  םמִתַָ֥ יהִֶּֽ ׃אֱלֹה 

Hosea 4:12

My people inquire of a 

piece of wood,

and their walking staff 

gives them oracles.

For a spirit of whoredom 

has led them astray,

and they have left their 

God to play the whore.





“Rhabdomancy”

Using a stick to predict 
or say something



“Rhabdomancy”

Using a stick to predict 
or say something

Magic Wands



“Rhabdomancy”

Using a stick to predict 
or say something

“Dowsing”
(aka divining rods)



Hosea 4:12

ל   וֹ יִשְא ִ֔ צֵ֣ עַמִי֙ בְע 

וּחַ   י רֵ֤ וֹ כִֵ֣ יד לֹ֑ וֹ יַגִֵ֣ וּמַקְלֵ֖

וּ   ה וַיִזְנֵ֖ זְנוּנִים֙ הִתְע ִ֔

חַת  םמִתַָ֥ יהִֶּֽ ׃אֱלֹה 

Hosea 4:12

My people inquire of a 

piece of wood,

and their walking staff 

gives them oracles.

For a spirit of whoredom 

has led them astray,

and they have left their 

God to play the whore.



How do we know 
the will of God?



Hosea 4:15-16

נֵֶ֤ה ל  אִם־ז  א ִ֔ ה֙ יִשְר  אַת 

ם ה אַל־יֶאְשֵַ֖ ֹ֑ …יְהוּד 

ה  ֵ֣ ר  י כְפ  הכִִּ֚ ִ֔ ר  ר  רס ִּֽ רֵַ֖ ס 

ם   ֵ֣ ה֙ יִרְע  ל עַת  ֹ֑ א  יִשְר 

ב׃ ִּֽ בֶש בַמֶרְח  ה כְכֵֶ֖ יְהו ִ֔

Hosea 4:15-16

Though you play the 

whore, O Israel, let not 

Judah become guilty.

… Like a stubborn heifer, 

Israel is stubborn; can the 

LORD now feed them

like a lamb in a broad 

pasture?



My two stubborn heifers 



Hosea 4:15-16

נֵֶ֤ה ל  אִם־ז  א ִ֔ ה֙ יִשְר  אַת 

ם ה אַל־יֶאְשֵַ֖ ֹ֑ …יְהוּד 

י כְ  ה כִִּ֚ ֵ֣ ר  הפ  ִ֔ ר  ר  רס ִּֽ רֵַ֖ ס 

ם   ֵ֣ ה֙ יִרְע  ל עַת  ֹ֑ א  יִשְר 

ה כְ  ב׃בֶשכֵֶ֖ יְהו ִ֔ ִּֽ בַמֶרְח 

Hosea 4:15-16

Though you play the 

whore, O Israel, let not 

Judah become guilty.

… Like a stubborn heifer, 

Israel is stubborn; can the 

LORD now feed them

like a lamb in a broad 

pasture?





My two stubborn heifers 



And the revolters have 

gone deep into slaughter 

(Hos. 5:2)



Choices matter
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Hosea 4:15-16

ה  ֵ֤ עֱשֶה־לְך֙ מ  יִם  אִֶּֽ  אֶפְרִַ֔

ה  ָ֥ ה אֶעֱשֶה־לְךֵ֖ מ  ֹ֑  יְהוּד 

קֶרוְחַסְדְכֶם֙  עֲנַן־ב ִ֔ כִַּֽ

ךְ׃ ִּֽ ל  ים ה  ל מַשְכִָ֥ וְכַטֵַ֖

Hosea 6:4

What shall I do with you, 

O Ephraim? What shall I 

do with you, O Judah?

Your love is like a 

morning cloud, like the 

dew that goes early away.





Hosea 4:15-16

ה  ֵ֤ עֱשֶה־לְך֙ מ  יִם  אִֶּֽ  אֶפְרִַ֔

ה  ָ֥ ה אֶעֱשֶה־לְךֵ֖ מ  ֹ֑  יְהוּד 

קֶרוְחַסְדְכֶם֙  עֲנַן־ב ִ֔ כִַּֽ

ךְ׃ ִּֽ ל  ים ה  ל מַשְכִָ֥ וְכַטֵַ֖

Hosea 6:4

What shall I do with you, 

O Ephraim? What shall I 

do with you, O Judah?

Your love is like a 

morning cloud, like the 

dew that goes early away.



In prosperity they 
ignored God



In calamity they 
turned elsewhere



Whether God promised…

Judgment
Hope

the results were the same



Point For Home



Wherever you 
are, whatever 
you do, make 

God the center



Hosea 10:11

ה֙  ד  ה מְלֻמ  ֵ֤ יִם עֶגְל  וְאֶפְרַָ֜

י   וּש וַאֲנִֵ֣ דִ֔ בְתִי ל  הֵַ֣ א 

רְתִי  בִַ֔ וּבע  הּעַל־טֵ֖ ֹ֑ אר  צַוּ 

וֹש יִם֙ יַחֲרֵ֣ יב אֶפְרַ֙ אַרְכִֵ֤

Hosea 10:11

Ephraim was a trained 

calf that loved to thresh,

and I spared her fair neck;

but I will put Ephraim to 

the yoke







Point For Home



We make
real choices



Hosea 10:13-14

שַע ה  חֲרַשְתֶם־רֶ֛ ת  ָ֥ עַוְל 

ם   ם אֲכַלְתֵֶ֣ קְצַרְתֵֶ֖

ֹ֑חַש חְת  פְרִי־כ  טַָ֥ י־ב  כִִּֽ

ב  יךבְדַרְכְךֵ֖ בְר ָ֥ ׃  גִבוֹרִֶּֽ

אם ֵ֣ אוֹן  וְק  ש 

Hosea 10:13-14

You have plowed iniquity; 

you have reaped injustice; 

you have eaten the fruit of 

lies. Because you have 

trusted in your own way 

and in the multitude of 

your warriors, therefore 

the tumult of war shall 

arise…







Hosea 10:12

ה֙   ק  כֵֶ֤ם לִצְד  וּ ל  וזִרְעֹּ֨

וּ  סֶדקִצְרֵ֣ ירוּ  לְפִי־חִֶ֔ נִָ֥

וֹש   ת֙ לִדְרֵ֣ יר וְע  כֵֶ֖ם נִֹ֑ ל 

ה עַד־י ב֕וֹאאֶת־יְהו ִ֔

ם׃ כִֶּֽ דֶק ל  ה צֵֶ֖ רֶָ֥ וְי 

Hosea 10:12

Sow for yourselves 

righteousness; reap 

steadfast love; break up 

your fallow ground, for it 

is the time to seek the 

LORD, that he may come 

and rain righteousness 

upon you.



Point For Home
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