Devotionals from the
Life of Jesus (15)
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Gratitude



Lk.17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and
Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who
stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master,

have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were
cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed,

turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at

Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus
answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one
found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he

said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”
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“Leprosy” (Aempoc) designate a number of skin
diseases. It was a debilitating social disorder. Lepers
were seen as living under a divine curse and as ritually
unclean they were relegated to the margins of society
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The verb used Is é\ecw, “to have mercy.”
The noun form €kenuoocvvn is used for “almsgiving.”
In the Septuagint Eéie€m, or “having compassion,”
Includes the giving of alms
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...one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he
fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks...
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Mt. 2:1-8

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his

star when it rose and have come to worship
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jer
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of
of them where the Christ was to be born....T
the wise men secretly and ascertained from t
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethle
search diligently for the child, and when you

him.” When Herod the
usalem with him; and
the people, he inquired
nen Herod summoned
nem what time the star

nem, saying, “Go and
have found him, bring

me word, that | too may come and worship him.”






True worship is
God-centered.
False is
self-interested
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'. * " True worship is God- centered.
L AN False is self-interested
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Mt. 4:9-10

And Satan said to Jesus, “All these | will give you, if
yvou will fall down and worship me.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan!
For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your
God and him only shall you serve.”






True worship is
not God plus.
It’s God only.
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Mk. 7:6-7

And Jesus said to them,
“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites,
as it is written,
“This people honors me with their lips, but their heart
is far from me; in vain do they worship me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”






Worship is everyday
- obedience, not some
uper-spiritual activity
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Rev. 5:11-14

Then | looked, and | heard around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands saying with a loud
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the

earth and
sitson t

in the sea, and al
ne throne and to t

glory anc
said,

that is in them, saying, “To him who
ne Lamb be blessing and honor and

might forever anc
“Amen!”

ever!” And the four living creatures

and the elders fell down and worshiped.



Worship is rooted in
the truth of who God is
and what he’s done
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