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Lesson 69



We need a revival!



Billy Graham



Evangelists in American History

George Whitefield John Wesley

Charles G. 
Finney

D.L. Moody

Sam Jones

Billy Sunday



The Great Awakening: A unique 
time in American history

We inevitably will underestimate the effect of the 
Awakening on eighteenth-century society if we 
compare it to revivals today. The Awakening 
was more like the civil rights demonstrations, the 
campus disturbances, and the urban riots of the 
1960’s combined.  All together these may 
approach, though certainly not surpass, the 
Awakening in their impact on national life.

The Great Awakening by Richard L. 
Bushman, editor (p. xi).
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People, places and events

• 1740
• “Half-Way Covenant” of 1662
• The Anglicans and Congregationalists 
• Between 1660 and 1760 the population of 

the colonies went from 75,000 to 
1,600,000 people

• By 1740 Anglicans and Congregationalists  
made up only 57% of the churches in the 
colonies  
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People, places and events
The Great 

Awakening began 
under the 

preaching of 
Jonathan Edwards, 

the pastor of a 
Congregational 

Church in 
Northampton, 

Massachusetts in 
1734.
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People, places and events

Cotton Mather wrote 
extensively and was 
gifted with a superb 

intellect.  He became 
the pastor of North 

Church in Boston when 
he was only nineteen. 

years old. 



People, places and events

Jacob Frelinghuysen came to New 
Jersey from Holland in 1720 and 

began working with residents of the 
Dutch-speaking residents along the 

Raritan River Valley



People, places and events

Gilbert Tennet and 
his brothers John 

and William 
prepared the hearts 

of people for 
revival.
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The effects

• A resurgence of Calvinism
• There was a revival of genuine 

spiritual renewal in individual lives 
and a marked impact on the social 
woes of the culture

• A greater concern for higher 
education. 
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The effects
• The Presbyterians started Princeton in 1746
• The Baptists began what would become Brown 

University in 1764
• Queens College (later Rutgers) was founded by 

the Dutch Reformed in 1766
• Dartmouth by the Congregationalists in 1769.  
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Points for Home

• How do you define revival and have you 
experienced it in your life and the life of your 
family.                                           

• We cannot ever become complacent and rely 
on the work of the Savior in days gone by to 
see us through today.  Our relationship with 
Christ requires daily renewal and attention.

• Consider Acts 2:14-47 and how the events of 
that day were like those of The Great 
Awakening. 
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