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Lesson 3

The Didache
A Training Manual for New 
Christians (50 - 100 A.D.)
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The 
Didache



From Pagan 
to Christian



“If (touch 
wood!) you 

have a child, 
let it live if it 
is a boy.  If it 

is a girl, 
expose it.”
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The Didache
50 - 75 AD

A “How To” Book

Not Scripture
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Outline

• Christian Morality (1:1-6:2)

• Eating, Baptism, Fasting, Praying (6:3-11:2)

• Rules for Hospitality and Testing Visitors 
(11:3-13:2)

• Rules for First Fruits and Offering a Pure 
Sacrifice (13:3-15:4)

• Take Life Seriously, Jesus is Coming (16:1-8)
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“First: you will love the God who 
made you; second: your 

neighbor as yourself.” (1:2)



“First: you will love the God who 
made you; second: your 

neighbor as yourself.” (1:2)

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind; and 
love your neighbor as yourself.” (Lk 10:27)
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“Do to others as 
you would have 
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“Do not do to others 
what you do not 
want them to do 

to you.” (1:2)
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and pray for your enemies … for what merit is 
there if you love the ones loving you?  Do not 

even the gentiles do the same thing?” (1:3)



“Speak well of the ones speaking badly of you, 
and pray for your enemies … for what merit is 
there if you love the ones loving you?  Do not 

even the gentiles do the same thing?” (1:3)

“Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you … If you love those who love you 
… are not even the tax collectors doing that?” (Mt 

5:44-46)
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“If anyone should strike you on the right cheek, 
turn to him also the other … if anyone should 

press you into service for 1 mile, go with him 2 
(1:4)

“If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to 
him the other also… If someone forces you to go 

1 mile, go with him 2 miles.” (Mt 5:39-41)
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Specific

Love your 
neighbor

Golden rule

Speak well

Pray for enemies

Turn the cheek
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and Astrology”
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Love of Money”



Chapter 3: 
It starts in 
the heart

“The gentle will 
inherit the earth”

GRUMBLEGRUMBLE
GRUMBLEGRUMBLE
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Chapter 4: 
Hospitality, 
Focus on 
Others, 

Repentance

“Hand out to give, 
not get”
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to Death

22 Categories and 
Traits
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Chapters 1-6!



Chapter 7: 
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Baptize in the name 
of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit
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Our Father, the one in 
heaven, your name be 

made holy, your 
kingdom come, your will 
be born upon earth as in 
heaven. Give us this day 
our bread that is coming 
and forgive us our debt 
as we likewise forgive 

our debtors, and do not 
lead us into the trial but 

deliver us from evil 
because yours is the 
power and the glory 

forever.”



Chapter 8: 
The Lord’s 

Prayer

Our Father, the one in 
heaven, your name be 

made holy, your 
kingdom come, your will 
be born upon earth as in 
heaven. Give us this day 
our bread that is coming 
and forgive us our debt 
as we likewise forgive 

our debtors, and do not 
lead us into the trial but 

deliver us from evil 
because yours is the 
power and the glory 

forever.”

3x Daily



Chapter 9: 
Closed 

Communion
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Hospitality 
and Christ-
Peddlers

“At his departure, he 
must receive nothing 
except food to last till 

the next night’s lodging 
… if he asks for money, 
he is a false prophet.”
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Gather on 
the Lord’s 

Day

First confess sins

Reconcile



Appoint 
Bishops 

and 
Deacons



“Be ready, 
you know 

not the hour 
in which the 

Lord is 
coming.”



Next Week:

Martyrs
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Points for Home

1. Salvation is a real turning point.
2. Morality and living is worth our best 

teaching and efforts
3. God’s law starts in the heart
4. Christ is coming again.  Get ready.  

Stay ready.


	From Pagan to Christian
	“If (touch wood!) you have a child, let it live if it is a boy.  If it is a girl, expose it.”
	Life of a Boy - Promiscuous and rowdy 
	Life of a Boy - Promiscuous and rowdy 
	The early church 
	The early church 
	The early church 
	The Didache�50 - 75 AD
	The Didache�50 - 75 AD
	The Didache�50 - 75 AD
	The Didache�50 - 75 AD
	Outline
	Outline
	Outline
	Outline
	Outline
	Outline
	Christian Morality
	Christian Morality
	Christian Morality
	Way of Life��Way of Death
	Way of Life��Way of Death
	General to Specific
	General to Specific
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 2 Don’ts!
	Chapter 3: It starts in the heart
	Chapter 3: It starts in the heart
	Chapter 3: It starts in the heart
	Chapter 3: It starts in the heart
	Chapter 3: It starts in the heart
	Chapter 3: It starts in the heart
	Chapter 4: Hospitality, Focus on Others, Repentance
	Chapter 4: Hospitality, Focus on Others, Repentance
	Chapter 5: The Road to Death
	Chapter 5: The Road to Death
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 7: Baptism
	Chapter 8: The Lord’s Prayer
	Chapter 8: The Lord’s Prayer
	Chapter 8: The Lord’s Prayer
	Chapter 9: Closed Communion
	Hospitality and Christ-Peddlers
	Hospitality and Christ-Peddlers
	Give First Fruits
	Give First Fruits
	Gather on the Lord’s Day
	Gather on the Lord’s Day
	Gather on the Lord’s Day
	Appoint Bishops and Deacons
	“Be ready, you know not the hour in which the Lord is coming.”
	Next Week:��Martyrs
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home

