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Lesson 14

Easter Origins and
Early Church Practice

CHURCH HISTORY 
LITERACY



First… Remember Irenaeus?
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forth” Acts 12:4 - KJV
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generations to come you shall celebrate it as a 

festival to the Lord - a lasting ordinance” (12:14)
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So Pescha = 
Passover

And arresting him [Peter] … Herod intended to 
bring him out for public trial after the Passover”

Acts 12:4 - NIV

And when he apprehended him [Peter] … he put 
him in prison … intending after Easter to bring him 

forth” Acts 12:4 - KJV
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his income” 1 Cor. 16:2
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“On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit…”
Rev. 1:10
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“The eighth day … the beginning of another world”
(Epistle of Barnabas 15:8)
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Becomes an 
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“But do not forget … The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise … He is patient … But the day 

of the Lord will come like a thief.” (2 Pet 3:8-10)



Early Church Celebration

First a 
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The Church gets longer perspective

Becomes an 
annual 

celebration

“Christ, our Passover [Pascha] lamb, has been 
sacrificed.  Therefore let us keep the festival …

with sincerity and truth.” (1 Cor. 5:7-8)
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A Church Split?!

We observe the exact day, neither adding nor taking anything 
away.  For in Asia, also, great lights have fallen asleep, which 
shall rise again on the day of the Lord’s coming, when he shall 
come with glory from heaven and shall seek out all the saints.  

Of these were Philip, one of the twelve apostles … his 
daughters; and, moreover, John, who reclined on the Lord’s 

bosom, who was both a witness and a teacher; he fell asleep at 
Ephesus; and, further, Polycarp in Smyrna, both a bishop and 

a martyr…. All these observed the fourteenth day of the 
Passover, according to the gospel, deviating in no respect, but 

following the rule of faith.
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So When is Easter???

Gregorian Calendar 
(Pope Gregory XIII - 1582)

Jewish Lunar 
Calendar for Pescha
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What of the days around 
Pascha?

Up to 100, Pascha
celebrated

100 - 200, Pascha
celebrated

Holy Week 
celebrated+

Palm Sunday

Good Friday

Baptism 
Saturday

Fasting Important

300’s Lent at 40 
Days
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Pascha or “Easter?”

Eastre

Ostara / Eostre
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