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ending!
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This becomes 
modern Italian!
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Dante Structures the Comedy
around 3’s

3 Volumes

33 Sections

33 syllable 
sections
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20 Years in Exile from Florence20 Years in Exile from Florence
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The InfernoThe Inferno
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you who enter in”
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““they sinned within the flesh, subjecting reason to they sinned within the flesh, subjecting reason to 
the rule of lustthe rule of lust””
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““filled with cold, unending, heavy and accursed filled with cold, unending, heavy and accursed 
rain rain …… Gross hailstones, water gray with filthGross hailstones, water gray with filth””

LifeLife’’s gluttons s gluttons …… always wanting more, never always wanting more, never 
satisfiedsatisfied
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5th Circle -
Anger has 
defeated

Eternity hitting 
“not with hands 
alone, but with 
their heads and 
chests and with 

their feet” tearing 
“each other 

piecemeal with 
their teeth”

“The souls of those whom anger has 
defeated”
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A final note

DanteDante’’s tomb in s tomb in 
RavennaRavenna

DanteDante’’s empty s empty 
tomb in tomb in 

FlorenceFlorence
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Points for Home

• Jesus’ story of Lazarus and the rich 
man in Lk 16:19-31

• All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God (Rom. 3:9)

• Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son 
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains 
on him (Jn 3:36)
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