


GALATIANS 
A Letter of Grace 



We need to take a 
class and catchup 





But we miss a lot if we 
don’t also see the forest 
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Written anytime 
from 49-53 AD 



The theme: 
How does one stand before God? 
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This is 
Paul’s 
gospel 
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How does a person stand before God?  

Paul’s opponents 

“The change in your life makes 
you acceptable before God… 
Otherwise you make Christ a 

minister of sin!” 

“That is a perverted gospel!  
Curse anyone who teaches it!” 



The heresy confused 
human duty with the gospel 

My duty The gospel 



Paul even opposed Peter 



Paul even opposed Peter 

If one had to 
become a Jew 
after becoming 

a Christian, 
then it’s not 

enough to be a 
Christian? 
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No way 
for David 

King 
Solomon Isaiah Lord’s Prayer 

1 Tim 1:15 “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of 

whom I am the foremost. ” 



Reach a 
point of 
no sin? 

Abraham 
didn’t get 

perfect 

Aaron 
makes the 
golden calf 

No way 
for David 

King 
Solomon Isaiah Lord’s Prayer 
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What is the significance of this sin? 

Isaiah Lord’s Prayer 

Every person stands in need of God’s grace 



An “all or nothing” attitude 
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Justification by law leads to either: 

Unbearable 
arrogance 

Crushed under a 
burden of guilt 

THEREFORE: salvation by faith in a 
crushed Christ is the only salvation 
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Does grace make one 
indifferent to God’s 

will and law? Is moral 
law irrelevant? 

Christ didn’t tear down 
the law, he tore down 
salvation by the law! 

NO! 
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“I am crucified with Christ…” 

Paul uses the “perfect tense” 
meaning a completed past action 

with a present effect. 

When Christ died on Golgotha, it 
had implications for me 

In baptism I “put on” Christ 
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How did Christ redeem us 
from the curse of the law? 

D.  By becoming a curse for us? 

The penalty of the broken law that 
should have crushed me, crushed Christ 

(Isa. 53:5) 
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The sovereignty of God did not 
destroy Paul as a person 
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Gal. 2:16 …a person is justified … 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 

also have believed in Christ Jesus, in 
order to be justified by faith in Christ 

All of faith’s value is in its object 
– faith directed toward Christ 

Faith in itself as a 
psychological force isn’t NT faith! 
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Points to Ponder: 

Gal. 2:19  For through the law I died to 
the law, so that I might live to God. 

The person justified by 
faith cannot go on wanting 
to disappoint and shame 

God, the God who paid the 
awful price to save me. 



Let’s go to church! 


